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“Good luck is when opportunity meets preparation,  

while bad luck is when lack of preparation meets reality.” 

Eliyahu Goldratt    

Message from Mrs How: 
 

Time moves quickly in a primary school, especially during the 
second half of the autumn term.  Last week we gathered at 
Steeple Morden memorial to pay tribute and remember those 
who fought and died during wars and conflict.  This week I have 
seen Reception children learning songs for their Nativity, Year 2 
children seeking out sheep costumes, the stage being put up in 
the hall ready for rehearsals, KS2 staff discussing their Christmas 
ventures and Christmas decorations everywhere. 
 
Once again, we have decorated trees for Steeple Church’s tree 
festival.  Sadly, due to a spate of illness in Year 5, their tree is not 
quite ready for public display but it will be included in our school 
displays over the coming weeks. Please, if you are able, go along 
to the church this weekend (Friday 18th  -  Sunday 20th, 11am  -  
4pm) and see if you can work out the themes of our trees. 
 
We have now finalised the dates of our performances and other 
Christmas events, trying hard to avoid any potential football 
clashes.  Please see page 2 for the dates and make a note on your 
calendars.  More details will follow nearer the time, and parents 
will be able to request tickets for various performances.  There 
are other in-school treats and events happening which may be 
announced in The Star, but equally we do like to keep a few 
surprises up our sleeves. 
 
This week all classes have joined in with the national anti-
bullying week theme and PSHE lessons have been given over to 
helping children understand more about different types of 
bullying (including online and cyber bullying), what constitutes 
bullying and how we can support each other to feel safe.  This 
will feed into our revised behaviour policy which should be 
available for parental comments and input by the end of this 
term. 

  Friday 18 November 2022 
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Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Autumn 2022 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:                £12.00 

1st half term £84.00 

2nd half term £91.20 

Whole term £175.20 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

November 

18th-20th Christmas Tree Festival (in church) 

30th Flu vaccination catch-up session 

30th  Cross Country at Wimpole (selected KS2 children) 

December 

5th Year 3 Coffee Morning (9.10am  -  10am) 

6th Reception & KS1 Nativity (2pm) 

7th Reception & KS1 Nativity (2pm) 

14th Year 4 trip to Fitzwilliam Museum 

15th KS2 Church Service 9.30am 

15th KS2 Church Service 6.30pm 

15th Christmas Dinner 

16th Rocksteady Concert  

19th Christmas Jumper Day 

20th Year 5 family get together  - details tbc 

21st  Last day of Autumn term  

 



Notice Board 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by 

email on 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  12 

noon if your child’s home time 

arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is 

being collected with another child to let us 

know; we've had a number of occasions 

when the office has had to make last-

minute phone calls at the end of the day for 

this reason.  

Parking at school drop off and pick up times 
 

We take the safety of the members of both our school and local community very seriously.  

Due to the location of the school and the volume of traffic outside school at the start and end 

of the school day, we rely on the cooperation of parents to help us reduce the risks presented 

and show respect for our neighbours on Hay Street. 

 

If you are able to walk or cycle with your child to school and avoid using a car, we would be 

very grateful.  If, however, you need to use your car, please try not to park on Hay Street or 

surrounding roads near the school.  There is a car park with plenty of space to  park, 

just a few hundred metres down the road, adjacent to the  village recreation ground.  This 

provides safe parking and is just a few minutes walk from school.   

 

In addition, we are grateful to the Landlord of the Waggon and  Horses who has given 

permission for parents to use the pub car  park as an additional drop-off car park for the start 

and end of the school day.  We’d like to reiterate that we ask you to avoid parking on Hay 

Street; we have been advised of situations where residents are unable to safely leave 

their property or gain access due to cars parked in the vicinity. 

 

Thank you for your support.  

School uniform 
 

Please, please ensure that your child’s 

belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) 

are all labelled with your child’s name.  We 

have a number of jumpers and other items 

which have been misplaced by their owners 

which we can’t return as they don’t have the 

child’s name inside, or have the name of a 

‘previous owner’.  



News from Starling Class (Reception) 

Hello from Starling Class! 

 

This week the children have been thinking about our emotions and how to be a good 

friend. The children enjoyed making and exchanging friendship cards during COOL Time 

and we have been seeing lots of smiles around the classroom at the kind gestures. In PSHE 

we have been thinking about how we feel when we fall out with our friends and the best 

ways to make up with them. We have looked at books about sharing, compromise and 

taking turns and used these as talking pints throughout the week. 

 

In Phonics this week, the children have learnt 4 new graphemes y, z, zz and qu. They have 

been working hard to use their knowledge to orally blend these sounds in words, segment 

and decode words with those focus graphemes and build simple words using our special 

spelling sequence. In Maths this week, we 

have been thinking about one less and 

used stem sentences such as “First there 

were 3 children swinging, then 1 child 

left, now there are 2 children”. It has 

been amazing to see the children using 

and applying their stem sentences with 

confidence this week. 

 

It has been wonderful seeing and 

listening to your children singing along to 

our Nativity songs this week. We are very 

excited to begin our rehearsals ON AN ACTUAL STAGE next week! . The children tried on 

their costumes for our Nativity play this week. Most children have a costume in school 

already provided by the school but letters have been sent home if we need any extra 

costumes so please look out for those, thank you.  We will send home reminders via 

Parentmail if required closer to the deadline.   
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We have been so impressed with all of the 

reading and phonics practice going on at 

home. Earlier in the week we sent home an 

alphabet sheet which shows the lower and 

upper case letters, this is to be used as a 

support for children who are not quite 

confident in identifying the capital letters in 

previously learnt Harder To Read and Spell 

words e.g. The = the, A = a, Is = is etc. 

 

The children got to watch the launch of 

Nasa's rocket, Orion, which is heading for 

the moon! We had lots of great discussions and vocabulary about space travel. Maybe there is 

a budding astronaut in the class! 

 

Please could we remind you all to ensure your child brings a water bottle, named cardigan or 

jumper and weather appropriate coat to school every day as there have been lots of children 

without these items this week. 

 

Have a lovely weekend! 
 

Mrs Meridew, Mrs Monks, Mrs Brown and Mrs Keech  



News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

We have concluded our learning with Goldilocks this week with the children working 

really hard to retell the story using full sentences in their writing. We began the week 

talking and telling each other possible sentences, with an adult modelling how these can be 

written down and the children really thought 

carefully when doing their own writing to 

mimic what they had seen.  

 

Northern Ireland was our UK focus country 

this week, where we learned about the tallest 

mountain and longest river; what the flag 

looks like; what the national flower is and 

dome landmarks. Having seen pictures of the 

Giant’s Causeway, the children wanted to hear 

the legend of Finn McCaul, which we were able 

to watch on Tuesday afternoon.  

 

Also in English this week, we have made some 

objects from the story of Goldilocks and 

labelled them with words with the suffixes ‘er’ 

and ‘est’. For example: tall, taller and tallest 

chairs (or bears!) cold, colder and coldest 

porridge and soft, softer and softest chairs.   

 

As we have mentioned in the last couple of Star entries, we will be encouraging the 

children to make sure they can read the following words on sight, followed by trying to get 

the children to learn to spell them. If you are able to encourage 

writing these words at home, the more practise they have, the 

better! 

 

 
 

 

the, a, said, was, is, his, they, he, she, my, here, 
house, our 
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In Science this week, the children had 

a chance to look at a fish. They could 

see how we and fish are ‘the same’ in 

that we both have eyes, tongues and 

that we both poo(!) but that we are 

different because fish have scales and 

tails and fins. This was a special 

lesson – the children discovered 

more than they thought they would – 

we hope they came home and told 

you something about it! 

 

Thank you for all the support you 

give your children with their reading. 

Some of you may have noticed a new signature in the reading record book this week – Mrs Maloney 

has been in to hear readers this week, which has been a very welcome support in school. 

 

We hope you all have a great weekend! 

 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Andrews and Mrs Carter 



News from Owl Class (Year 2) 

 

This week the class has started to feel the buzz and excitement of Christmas (yes – it is 

November) as we start to rehearse the songs for our nativity. If you hear donkeys plodding 

and animals dancing this weekend please encourage the excitement. Likewise, our class 

Christmas tree is in the church this weekend if you wish to pop along and guess the film 

from the theme of our decorated tree.   

 

In our Maths lessons, we have been adding 

and subtracting again but with more 

complex numbers, so that we learnt to 

exchange when crossing a tens boundary. 

The class have been using base 10 to solve 

calculations and remembering the steps:  

 

1) what number are we adding / 

subtracting to / from? 

2) How many ones are added / 

subtracted?   

3)Too many /  Not enough -  what do we do?  

4) How many tens are added / subtracted?  

5) The answer is… 

 

In Topic this week, we have been 

busy finishing our Henri Rousseau 

art project, based on ‘Tiger in a 

Tropical Storm’. We looked at a 

photo of the original painting and 

saw how the artist made it look as 

if the trees and plants were being 

blown in one direction. We then 

added tissue paper in multiple 

ways to our own backgrounds to 

also portray this effect.  
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In English this week, we have written and edited our Woburn recounts. The children had 

an amazing time and the enthusiasm when writing the recounts just echoed this.  Some of 

the highlights recorded were as follows:  

 

 

 

 

Reminders: Please bring a clearly labelled water bottle to school every day and now the 

weather is turning please can we ask for a named coat to come into school daily too.  

 

 
 

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

Mrs Luebcke, Miss Blesic and the Year  2 teaching team 
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Feeding a giraffe 

was amazing, it 

felt magical! 

The monkeys jumping 

all over the coach and 

then sliding down 

the windows.  

When the Rhino 

blocked the road 

but was so quick 

when he ran off 

after food.   



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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In English this week, we have continued to develop our skills in descriptive writing by reminding 

ourselves about powerful adjectives, before being introduced to prepositions and similes.  

 

Some days I feel very fortunate to be doing the job I am especially when I get sentences like 

these; 

 

‘Beneath the spotted mushrooms were beautiful flowers that shone brightly in the 

sunshine like polished buttons.’ 

‘Under the waving trees, in the breeze, the flowers swayed gently like fairies dancing in 

the grass.’ 

‘Through the valley flowed a chocolate river, sounding like Vivaldi’s violins.’ 

‘Dangling into the river were long pipes, like hungry elephants’ trunks.’ 

 

I look forward to reading the descriptive passages that the children will be putting together next 

week. 

 

In Maths, we have started to apply our 

understanding of addition and subtraction to 

solving real life problems. We have focussed on 

identifying what operation we need, and then the 

best method to use to solve the calculation. We also 

decided it would be a good idea to have a think 

about what sort of number we would expect the 

answer to be. For example if we need to subtract, 

we will end up with a smaller number than we 

started with. Or, if we were adding two 2 digit 

numbers we are not going to end up with a 4 digit answer. 

 

In our topic work this week we have continued our Mayan activities, I was pleasantly surprised 

by how much the children had remembered and what they could explain about the learning 

behind each activity. Some children had carried out their own independent 

research and had new facts to share with the class.  

 

On Thursday, we also took our tree to the church ready for the Christmas 

tree festival this weekend. We went back on Friday to see all the trees. This 

was rather a treat as they were all spectacular and started to put us in the 

Christmas spirit. 

  



 

In PE, we have continued thinking about the different shapes we can make with our bodies, 
(tuck, pike and straddle).  This week we combined three together to create a gymnastic 

sequence. On Friday, we developed our dribbling and driving skills in hockey; we tried out these 
in simple paired games. 

In French we revised greetings, numbers to 15 and 

colours before starting to learn Silent Night (in 

French).  We have our fingers crossed that we will 

be able to set up a Zoom call with a French speaking 

school in Geneva so that we can introduce ourselves 

and sing to them.  

 

Thank you to those children who stayed on 

Wednesday to help with the open evening for new 

parents. (I hope the mince pies and bananas were 

suitable reward) 

 

Up coming events    

 18th-20th Nov  Christmas tree festival; this year the school has a theme of Christmas at 

the movies, so if you do manage to visit the church, look at the clues on the school’s trees and 

see if you can name the Christmas movie. 

 30th Nov   Wimpole run (for some children, children to be confirmed) details to follow  

 Monday 5th December from 9.10am -10am  coffee morning. You may recall from the 

year ahead meeting that I was planning to hold termly coffee mornings so that you can come 

in and share the children’s topic book, along with coffee, cake and a good natter.  

 

Many thanks 

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  

 

From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith 
Weekly home activities  

 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly 

noting what has been read in the reading diary. 

 Mathletics and Spelling Frame  

 Tackling table practise.   

 

Reminder  

 Please name all clothing  

 Send books and diary into school each day 
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Additional homework task suggestions for year 3 

 

We have all been  exciting and enthusiastic about our ‘Dahlicious’ topic. The children have so far 

enjoyed looking at the features of biographies, information text on foxes, and descriptive 

language. They have also looked at the works of Quentin Blake, and collage techniques. Urban 

and rural features have been discussed, and in science what makes a healthy diet, bones and 

muscles and the science behind light.  

 

 To compliment this work, you might like to do something at home that broadly related to our 

topic, this could be about foxes, maybe a fund raising pack explaining the need for monies to 

be raised along with poster, ideas, games etc. that could be used to raise the funds. 

 

 They may like to research and produce a fact file about a different species of foxes. 

 

 They could think about their favourite Roald Dahl book, and create a board game set around 

the book’s events. Alternatively think about the central character and write a new adventure 

for them. Create a puppet theatre to retell the story. 

 

  Create and cook a meal themed on a character along with a recipe card and instructions so 

that it could be recreated. 

 

 Plan a birthday party themed around the events and characters in a book. This could include 

a homemade outfit, and list of suggested party games. 

 

 Write a script for a favourite scene along with stage directions and suggested props.  

 

These are only suggestions, please feel free to come up with your own ideas, anything goes as 

long as it is somehow related to our topic ‘Dahlicious’. 

 

We will share any creations in the last week of term. 

 

Have fun!! 
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News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

In our maths lessons we are working on multiplication and division, using known 

multiples to find out new information. Being secure with multiplication facts helps with 

understanding the inverse relationship between multiplication and division. For 

instance, if you know 3 x 5 = 15 then this can be used to know that 15 ÷ 5 = 3.  

 

Science lessons have seen us looking at the various criteria for classification of solids, 

gasses and liquids in science. We have been looking at some substances that are not so 

easily placed into a category. Children knew sand was a solid but realised it could be 

poured and took the shape of the container as a liquid would. However, they then 

reasoned that because it is made from small solid grains and made a mound when 

poured, concluded it was classified as a solid. Thank you to those children who gave up 

their time to take part in an afterschool science lesson this week to help prospective 

parents get a feel for the school.  

 

In our RE lessons we have begun to further develop our knowledge of Hinduism 

beginning with the story of Rama and Sita. We have begun very initial preparations for 

December’s Christmas Service, which is a chance to develop speaking and drama skills. 

Please keep an eye out for a letter about what your child will need for a costume  -  this 

should only need what you already have at home.  Our Christmas tree, made using 

printing techniques, is now looking very colourful and is on display in the church over 

the weekend, along with others from the community.  Please visit the festival if you get 

the chance. 

 

Mr Beavan & the Year 4 Team 
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News from Heron Class (Year 5) 
In our English work this week we have been busily writing ‘formal letters’ to 

invite some members of our family to a Christmas ‘get together’ in Year 5 on 

Tuesday 20th December.  Please look out for a parentmail giving more 

details about this and what to do with the envelope your child has brought 

home today!   

 

We have made great Maths progress this 

week in our understanding of multiples, 

common multiples, factors, common factors 

and prime numbers. Some new activities this 

week on Mathletics will consolidate our 

understanding of these terms.  Our progress 

in Tackling Tables is certainly helping with 

our quick recall of facts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We began our new Science topic this week by exploring all the things we already know 

about materials… thinking about the scientific definition, listing examples of natural and 

man-made materials, checking our understanding of states of matters (solids, liquids and 

gases) and also thinking about the uses and properties of certain materials and why some 

materials could be inappropriate for certain uses.  
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In Art, our printing station was up and running again  and we now have a fantastic display just 

outside the classroom of all of our William Morris inspired designs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History we spent some time this week thinking about the importance of the ‘railway 

revolution’ in the 19th century and what a difference this made to the lives of people living in 

Victorian Britain.  We talked about how it might have impacted on the lives of the children who 

came to our school all that time ago and the choices that they may have been able to make about 

where they lived and worked. 

 

Another great training run on the field on Wednesday in PE,  with the children again 

demonstrating their perseverance and determination to keep going until the finish line.  We were 

also able to enjoy some very competitive mini hockey games and the children demonstrated 

some great dribbling and tackling skills.  Thank you for the return of all of our PE kits! 

 

On Friday, as part of Anti-Bullying Week organised by the 

Anti-Bullying Alliance, we took part in a range of activities, 

focussing particularly on cyber bullying. 

 

Thank you also for supporting ‘Children in Need’ by 

wearing something spotty! What a busy week it has been. 

Have a relaxing weekend. 

 

With thanks for your continued support, 

 

The Year 5 Team. 
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This week, in Maths, we have been looking at factors, square numbers and prime numbers. 

We have listened to songs and raps to help us and have discussed the ‘Sieve of 

Eratosthenes’ – ask your child who and what this is. 

We then moved onto looking at the order of 

operations and the use of brackets in mathematical 

equations. 

 

In English, we looked at tempo, intonation and 

dynamics in poems before performing some of 

these poems to the rest of the class. Next week we 

will study the Shakespeare play, ‘A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream’, and our next topic will be reading 

and interpreting this story and some of the 

language and characters from it.  

 

We have been busy designing and making our 

decorations for our Christmas tree, which will be 

on display, along with all the others, at the church 

this weekend. This year our theme was the 

Muppets 

Christmas 

Carol. We hope that you enjoy them. 

 

In History lessons, we have been looking at World 

War One. We recently looked at the propaganda that 

was used by governments on all sides and we came 

up with some of our own propaganda posters in a 

variety of languages. Have a 

look at some of the examples. 

 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 



 

A big thank you to the pupils that stayed 

behind on Wednesday of this week for an 

extra Geography lesson for the school’s Open 

Evening. 

 

Homework should be completed by 

Thursday 24h November – thank you. Keep 

on reading and learning those times tables 

please – these are crucial to their 

mathematical development. 

 

Thank you. 

Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team 
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Youth choir will be starting very soon!  
 
Litlington recreation hall 
Tuesdays during term time 
 5.30-6.30pm. 
 All children aged between 8-15 years are welcome.  
£10 per term (equivalent of less than £1 per week). 
 
Songs will mainly be from musical theatre and popular, easy listening genres. 
We will work towards a show to be performed locally in the Spring term. 
 
No experience is necessary, and children don't need to be able to read 
music. They just need enthusiasm to sing and a want to have fun belonging 
to a friendly youth choir. 
 
Please note I am not a professional musician nor a trained teacher. This is a 
non profit venture (costs covered only) and any surplus monies will be given 
to local charities. I hold an enhanced DBS check and will have a volunteer 
assisting me. 
 
Start date TBC once the Rec has completed their renovation work but likely 
to be in next 2-3 weeks. 
 
If your child(ren) would like to join the choir, please email me on  
palmer_helena@yahoo.co.uk  giving your child's name, age and your email 
address. 
 
 
First session free! 
 
Please spread the word.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Helena Palmer  

mailto:palmer_helena@yahoo.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 

 

19 

 



 

20 

 
 
 

Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

French Saturday Club 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 
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“Start with what is right rather than what is acceptable.” 
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