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“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem,  

and smarter than you think” 

  AA Milne 

Message from Mrs How: 
I know that a number of children have now had their Covid-19 

vaccine and we are all very proud of everyone who has shown 

bravery in this.  
 

Schools are encouraged to promote the vaccination of children as 
part of the ‘living with Covid’ programme.  Vaccinations are not 
administered in school but in vaccination centres, pharmacies, GP 
surgeries and walk-in centres. Parents of 5 to 11 year olds should 
receive a letter from the NHS with further information on the 
vaccine.  You can book COVID-19 vaccination appointments online, 
at a vaccination centre or pharmacy, or find a walk-in COVID-19 
vaccination site without needing an appointment.  
 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS have given us two copies of 

Drew’s Fab Jab, a book designed to help children who may feel 

nervous about injections.  If you would like to borrow a copy to talk 

about this to your child, please contact the office. 
 

Thank you to those parents who have already given some feedback 

about the school meal arrangements.  We are looking at how we 

can streamline the process for parents whilst still enabling those 

who wish their child to have an occasional hot meal to access the 

forms. 
 

And finally, we know our school community is generous in giving 

time and money to support those in need.  Please see page 8 if you 

are able to make a donation to any of the following charities: 
 

Next Saturday Mrs How and Mrs Watters will each be walking a 
marathon 26.2 miles to raise money for cancer charities.  Mrs How 

is fundraising for Macmillan Cancer Care and Mrs Watters for 
WalktheWalk breast cancer.  Eliza in Year 4 is swimming her way 
through May to raise money for Marie Curie Cancer Care and 

Helena Palmer has organised an evening of music next Wednesday 
to raise money for the Ukraine Humantarian Appeal.  Any 

donations to any of these worthwhile causes will be gratefully 
received. 

  Friday, 6th May 2022 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/?utm_source=29%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/?utm_source=29%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/?utm_source=29%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
file://///tsclient/R/Staff%20Share/Star/thow.cfy/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/thow.cfy/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/thow/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Intern
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Absence Reporting 
 
If your child is absent please advise us on 
01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave a 
message on the absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk    
Please don’t message via Parentmail as 
we don’t use this aspect of the system 
and so this won’t be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Summer 2021 

Daily:            £2.35 

Weekly:                £11.75 

1st half term £65.80 

2nd half term £70.50 

Whole term £136.30 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

If your child is absent on 

a day, please call the 

school office on 01763 

852474, or email 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

Please avoid using 

Parentmail to report 

pupil absences. 

 

 
 

May 
9th  Beginning of SATS week for Year 6 children 
10th Year 3 trip to Burghley House 
27th Additional bank holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee 
30th - 3rd Jun  Summer half term 
 

June 
6th INSET day 
7th Children return to School 
15th Year 6 trip to Stibbington Centre 
19th Book Fair—more details and days/times to follow 
 

July 
22nd Last day of Summer term 
 
 

Absence from School 



Notice Board 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by email on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  12 

noon if your child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

It is really important  to let us know as soon as you are able to so we can ensure messages get to the 

class  in good time for the end of the day.  We appreciate that there are times (ie when stuck in 

traffic) when it isn't possible to let us know earlier, but we would ask you to help us help you and 

your child(ren) by advising us with an email either on the morning of the change, or the evening 

before.   

 

Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to let us know; we've 

had a number of occasions when the office has had to make last-minute phone calls at the end of 

the day for this reason.  

Lunch Ordering   
 

Thank you to the majority of you who have 

completed the Parentmail lunch order forms by 

the deadline of 9am on Wednesday morning.  With 

two week’s of orders now in, we hope to have 

ironed out any minor teething problems.  For the 

first two orders the office staff have been keeping 

a close eye on responses and sent reminder 

Parentmails to encourage bookings; in future no 

orders will be accepted after 9am on a Wednesday 

morning and you will be required to provide a 

packed lunch for your child for each day the 

following week. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

School uniform 
 

Please, please ensure that your child’s 

belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle 

etc) are all labelled with your child’s name.  

We have a number of jumpers and other 

items which have been misplaced by their 

owners which we can’t return as they don’t 

have the child’s name inside, or have the 

name of a ‘previous owner’.  



News from Starling Class (Reception) 

This week we have been thinking about people who help us. 
The children considered who real life heroes are and what 
they do which will feed into next week’s learning about 
different jobs in society and how important they all are.  The 
children have also been learning about how to keep 
themselves safe and what to do in an emergency. 
 

This week in Phonics the children continued with our Phase 4 
Phonics thinking about adjacent consonants and tricky words. 
Our Maths sessions this week built on our prior learning of 

numbers to 10, with a focus on teens numbers 11 – 20. The children met the 
corresponding Numberblocks, thought about how teens numbers are made e.g. 13 is one 
ten and three ones.  
 

This week in our Guided Literacy group sessions, the children have been writing simple 
sentences focusing on the phonemes they have found tricky. With Mrs Keech in 
Handwriting group, the children focused on curly caterpillar letters c, a, d, o, s, g, q, e, f and 
their capitals C, A, D, O, S G, Q, E, F. In Maths this week 
they counted along a number line thinking about one 
more and one less with numbers to 20 and representing 
teen numbers using two ten frames. 
 

Please can you ensure that if your child wears tights on 
PE days, that they have socks in their PE kits. Children 
need to get back into the swing of changing 
independently for PE, please can you help them by 
dressing them in easy on/ off uniform on Tuesdays and 
encourage them at home with dressing independently 
and being able to turn their clothing the correct way 
around as this really helps us! 
 

We’re really impressed with how well the children are getting on with their learning at 
home and we are always so pleased to hear of their successes with their homework. This 
does help us to build up a picture of your child’s overall learning, so please do let us know 
when/if any homework is completed. It does not need to be a lengthy comment, merely 
the book name, page numbers read and if there was anything they particularly excelled at 
or struggled with.  
 

The books being sent home are based around the phonemes identified from the last 
assessment as requiring additional practise, so these books 
may vary in length. If your child is finding them more 
difficult, then please review the ideas suggested in the Year 
Ahead booklet around reading i.e. keeping the reading 
session short but regular, focusing on a couple of pages at a 
time. The point of reading homework is to empower the 
children, boost their confidence and fluency and promote a 
love of reading. 4 
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This week’s Library excursion was to the Non- fiction library. 
Next week it would be great if the Yellow Bananas could be 
prepared to talk about their opinions of their book. 
 

Don’t forget, next week will be the turn of Green Apples for 
Show and Tell. Next week we will be learning about 
Superheroes, so please feel free to theme Show and Tell around 
that. 

 

Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs 
Keech  

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection 
 

Our whole school assembly took place on Wednesday this week.  The theme of Bravery was 

taken from Acts chapter 9 verses 1-20 although this was presented as a summary rather than a 

direct Bible reading.   

 

The key message was that sometimes in our lives we are asked to do things which really scare us.  

The Bible story tells of Ananias who believed God was telling him to go and find the person who 

had come to his hometown to try to murder him. Not only that, but Ananias was told that this 

murderer, whose name was Saul, needed his help because he was ill.  Ananias conquered his 

fears and ultimately was able to help Saul who then converted to Christianity himself.  (Saul 

subsequently became known as Paul and most of the letters in the New Testament were written 

by him.) 

 

The idea of being brave was linked to “be brave, be kind, be the best you can be” and I reminded 

the children about how being brave also includes looking out for and helping others.  Children 

were reminded that if they ever see something which they know is not ‘right’ 

then they should be brave and either challenge the situation or speak to an 

adult who can help. 

 

In our prayer we asked God to help us have the strength to do what we know 

is right, especially when we are worried or scared and to be brave in our 

actions and our care for others. 



News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

This week has been very exciting in the tadpole tank! Our little leggy tadpoles have turned 
into froglets!! They have been enjoying climbing the pond weed and resting on the rock. 
However, now that they are at this stage, they will be moving back to the pond they were 
spawned in this weekend to get 
to know their new 
surroundings.  
 
In Science, we have been 
thinking about watery habitats, 
specifically thinking about what 
might be found in a pond. We 
have thought a lot about what a 
habitat is, and were able to 
watch a BBC Bitesize clip which 
we all enjoyed. The children 
were very keen to draw and 
label the creatures we were able 
to find out about.  
 
In Maths, Miss Waterer has been 
teaching about finding halves 
and quarters of both shapes and numbers. We start finding quarters of a number by 
finding half, then halving again. We also used lots of practical equipment to ‘share’ a 
number of objects, as per the Steeple Maths Big Five.  
 
It has been lovely to see some of the children really putting their best effort into writing 
their own non-fiction page this week. We are hoping to feature some of these in the Star 
next week.  
 
The children’s homework books and folders have been given out again today. Please have a 
look through the grid and choose an activity your child might enjoy. We ask that three 
homework choices are completed before the end of the Summer term.  If you want to do 
more learning than this at home, some activities lend themselves to being repeated in 

slightly different ways: e.g. finding out about different habitats, 
starting with a homework then moving on to a challenge (these 
are written on the grid).  
 
We hope all poorly children are feeling better very soon! 
 
Have a super weekend, 
 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team 
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Help and support for Ukraine 
 

We know that lots of our children and families want to help the people of Ukraine in some way.  We know 

of a number of different appeals locally, as well as the national appeals.  Those listed on this page are a 

few of those we are aware of and may help you decide the best way for you and your family to help in 

your preferred way.   
 

The Disasters Emergency Committee 
 

The DEC brings together 15 leading UK aid charities 

to raise funds quickly and efficiently at times of crisis 

overseas.  https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-

humanitarian-appeal 

Concert for Ukraine 
 
On 11 May  7.30 - 9.30pm in Litlington parish 
church there will be a concert raising funds for 
the Ukraine appeal.  No tickets are required but 
donations to the charity can be made on the 
door.  
 Refreshments will be available and raffle tick-
ets can be bought either in advance or at the 
concert.  The programme is very varied but 
generally well known songs and pieces.  
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Mighty Hike for MacMillan Cancer Support 
Mrs How is walking the  Mighty Hike for MacMillan on Saturday 14th May; a marathon 26.2 miles 
along the North Norfolk coast.  If you would like to donate, please go to:  https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gemma-humphreys4  (this is the correct link it is a team effort!) 
 

Virtual Moonwalk for Walk The Walk Breast Cancer 
Mrs Watters is also walking a marathon on Saturday 14th May around the Bedfordshire countryside 
in aid of Walk the Walk breast cancer charity.  If you would like to donate, please go to https://
walkthewalk.enthuse.com/pf/cath-watters 
 

Concert for Ukraine 
On 11 May  7.30 - 9.30pm in Litlington parish church there will be a concert raising funds for the 
Ukraine appeal.  No tickets are required but donations to the charity can be made on the door.  
Refreshments will be available and raffle tickets can be bought either in advance or at the concert.  
The programme is very varied but generally well known songs and pieces.  
 

5km Swim for Cancer Research and Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Eliza in Year 4 is taking part in a Swimathon to raise much needed funds for Cancer Research and 
Marie Curie.  Eliza has swum 1.5km already in May and is aiming to have completed 5km by the end 
of the month.  Link for sponsorship is  https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michele-taylor9?
utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=michele-
taylor9&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=8085c41502874dfcbad2b0e0bc2ad260 

Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-

11 during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gemma-humphreys4
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gemma-humphreys4
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michele-taylor9?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=michele-taylor9&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=8085c41502874dfcbad2b0e0bc2ad260
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michele-taylor9?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=michele-taylor9&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=8085c41502874dfcbad2b0e0bc2ad260
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michele-taylor9?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=michele-taylor9&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=8085c41502874dfcbad2b0e0bc2ad260


News from Owl Class (Year 2) 
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We hope that you all had a lovely bank holiday weekend. We’ve had a busy week in Year 
Two this week and have been working hard on all sorts of activities… 
 

In our English work, we have read and looked at the features of a 
letter and how we set out a letter on the page. After reading a letter 
from the book “Ask Dr K Fisher About Animals” by Clare Llewellyn, 
we then wrote some letters from the point of view of a sea creature 
with a problem. The children came up with all sorts of lovely ideas 
such as a shark who wanted a friend but kept scaring friends away 
when he opened his mouth and showed them his sharp teeth! Or 
an octopus whose problem was that he kept accidentally tickling 
his friends! The children had some super ideas and have finished 
writing and ‘purple polishing’ their letters this week.  

 
In Maths we’ve continued our work on fractions and we’ve also each 
made our own ‘Fraction Wall.’ 
 
We folded strips of paper into 2, 3, 4 or 8 equal parts  and then we 
labelled each part.  This was also then used to practise our ‘Stem 
Sentences’ such as…‘If the whole is divided into 4 equal parts, then each 
part is called a quarter.’  Or… ‘If the whole is divided into 3 equal parts, 
then each part is called a third.’ 
 
We have also begun learning how to tell the time. The children have all 
used small clocks to make o’clock and ‘half past’ times, and we have 
also started to work on ‘quarter past’ and ‘quarter to’ times too. If you 
would like to look at some of the White Rose Guidance videos on teaching children how to 
tell the time, then you can follow the link below and click on ‘Time’.   
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning?year=year-2  
 
You will remember that we mentioned the National SATs tests which we will 
work through with the children later this half term.  These will very much be 
part of our day to day learning and in our experience the children quite enjoy 
the ‘fun colourful booklets!’ 
 
If you would like to know what to expect in more detail, please take a look at 
this link to an informative film which explains the tests clearly. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuXJidYP7-0 
 
Thank you for your continued help with Homework activities such as ‘Topic’ Homework 
Books, Spellings and Spelling Frame, reading books, Mathletics activities and Tackling 

Tables too.  
 
We hope that you all have a lovely weekend. 
 
Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels   
and the Year 2 team  

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning?year=year-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuXJidYP7-0


News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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For English this week we continued our work on the 
traditional tale ‘The Man and the Forest’. We have identified 
and practised the use of inverted commas (speech marks), 
thought about the descriptive language used and joined in 
with the repeated phrase in the story. Once we had done all of 
this we planned our own section in the style of the traditional 
tale, we are now in the process of editing our work in order to 
create a final draft for in our topic books.  Next week we will 
be thinking about diary writing, as if we were Tudors. 
 
In Maths, we have been thinking about time.  So far we have learnt how to read an annual 
calendar, using this to help learn the number of days in each of the months, the number of 

months in a year and number of days in a week. In the process, 
we found out about leap years and why we have them.  We have 
also thought about how many hours there are in a day and how 
we use them. We have started to tell the time on an analogue 
clock, to each ¼ of an hour.  We will continue with work on time 
next week. 
 
In other work, we have found out a little about Celtic tribes and 
how the land each used forms the boundaries of English 
counties today. We also found out a little about the endeavours 
of Boudicca. 

 
We also started our science work on plants and what they need 
to grow well.  We have set up an investigation to show that 
plants need, light, food and water to grow. We must remember 
though, that not all plants need the same conditions.  If you get a 
chance to watch the David Attenborough series from a few 
years ago, ‘The Secret Life of Plants’ it is fascinating. 
 
Thank you for completing the documents needed for the trip to 
Burghley House, please remember ; 

 children will need a packed lunch 
including morning and afternoon snacks, 
 ideally they need to be dressed in Tudor costume  
 we will be returning slightly after the usual school day ends. 



  

Sadly, I needed to remind the children about completing their Mathletics and Spelling Frame 
homework, only three children regularly complete these activities. They only take a few minutes 
and the children should be able to complete them independently. Please try to find a few minutes 
in the week to complete the work set, it really does make such a difference to their work in class. 
 
14/22 of the children knew the secret code from last week’s Star, thank you for reading The Star 
and sharing this. 
 
Ashwell will form the focus of our ‘pathways through the past’ topic, just for interest ‘Ashwell at 
home’ day is on 8th of May. https://www.ashwellathome.org.uk/ 
 
A job for the weekend please 
 
The children will have arrived home with a template to make a Tudor house, 
please add details, colour, cut and glue together for the classroom display.  
 
A little job for at home; 
 
 Please help your children learn the rhyme ‘30 days hath September...’ 
 Know the facts: 

12 months in  a year 
7 days in a week 
24 hours in a day 

 Tell the time on an analogue clock to the nearest five minutes. 
 
Weekly home activities  
· Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in 

reading diary.  
· Books and diary must be in school daily please.  
· Mathletics and Spelling Frame  are up and ready with set work for the 

children, logins for both are in reading diaries  
· Tackling Tables practise.  
   
Wishing you all an enjoyable and restful weekend.  
 
Mrs Seward and Miss Smith 
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https://www.ashwellathome.org.uk/


An interview with … Mr Baker 
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Our Year 3 journalists interviewed Year 6 teacher Mr Baker about his 
favourite things. 
 

Lawrence: Hello and thank you for letting us interview you. What 
is your favourite colour? 
Mr Baker: Yellow because it is the colour of my favourite football team 
Cambridge United which is a shade close to yellow, amber. 
 

Lucas: Do you have a hobby? 
Mr Baker : Yes lots ! Number one is FOOTBALL, I used to play but I now coach, play 
and watch. I coach my son’s team Barhill under 14s. I watch Cambridge United and love 
International football especially the World Cup when I support England and Croatia as my 
mum is from there. I also like walking in the countryside, gardening, cooking and traveling 
in this country and abroad.  
I love Saturdays as this is football day! 
 

Lawrence :do you have children? 
Mr Baker: Yes Marco age 13 and Kara age 11. 
Lawrence : Who is more sensible? 
Mr Baker: The eldest 
 

Lawrence : Do you have any pets?  
Mr Baker: Yes I had one for dinner……oh sorry, I mean yes 2 cats. They were lockdown 
kittens, black and unwanted. Benny and Lottie. They were born in a shed in Cambridge in 
March 2020. 
 

Iyla: What is your favourite book? 
Mr Baker : Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit, I read them when I was young after my dad 
started reading them to me. 
 

Lucus: What is your favourite food?  
Mr Baker: Chinese and curry. Definitely Chinese on a weekend and curry reminds 
me of my student days …………………………. (Mr Baker reminisced ). Also Wiener Schnitzel 
which I make. On my travels in Europe I first tasted it and now I can make it. 
 

Harlee: What is your favourite thing about Steeple Morden Primary School? 
Mr Baker: The people. The children and everyone because they are so happy, positive and 

trusting of each other. It is a hardworking but also a relaxed place to be. Also MOST people 

laugh at my jokes! 
 

Lawrence: What is your favourite joke? 

Mr Baker: I love quick wit rather than jokes. 

What is a polygon? 

It’s when you leave your window open and your pet parrot flies out! (SILENCE followed)   

Mr Baker: POLLY GONE! 

(Gentle groan from audience!!!!) 



News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

This week we have been able to link much of our learning to our topic ‘Fragile Planet’. It is 
a subject in which the children are showing great interest, many already have a good 
background knowledge. One of our first tasks was to compare how climates vary around 
the globe. Having looked at the different measurements of temperature and rainfall we 
have drawn graphs to help us look at the patterns the created by the data. The children 
worked hard to ensure that their graphs were accurate by devising suitable scales and by 
using rulers to make sure bars and lines were drawn carefully – this is a skill some found 
challenging. To help us explain that climate is the average of weather over time, we have 
used this phrase:  

“Climate is what we expect. Weather is what we get.” 
 

Our work in English was to write a letter which could persuade others to look after the 
environment. We began by pooling together all of the persuasive techniques that we have 
found in different texts. These included expanded noun phrases, which help to make sure 
we give enough detail, and also in using rhetorical questions which we hope will make our 
audiences think hard about their own actions.  Our next step is to work on the final 
presentation of our letter.  
 
In art we have continued looking at how 
artists use colour; we have looked at some 
of the work of Paul Klee who, following a 
visit to North Africa, became fascinated by 
colour. He was interested in how colours 
are affected by the colours that surround 
them and we have thought about this in our 
own work. Having previously made their 
own tertiary colours, the children are now 
working on using these to create their own 
pieces.  
 
Next week, in our Maths lessons, we will be 
looking at decimals and reading numbers up to hundredths. We will link this to work with 
fractions and compare how the same amount can be expressed as both a decimal and a 
fraction e.g.  1/10 as 0.1.  We are also working with some familiar fractions such as ½,  ¼ 
and ¾ and finding  their decimal equivalent. Presentation will be a particularly important 

when it comes to writing decimals as the knowledge of 
place value and discipline with columns is crucial to show 
working when working out calculations.  
 
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team 
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News from Heron Class (Year 5) 

Another week has flown by in Year 5. Our most exciting news is the much-anticipated 

arrival of Mrs Polito. The children welcomed her warmly into the class and she is happy to 

report that she has had a very pleasant first few days getting to know everyone and is 

looking forward to working as part of the Year 5 Team. 

 

In PSHE, we have continued with our work on money, this week focusing on essentials and 

desires which has produced some interesting conversations. The children thought about 

what they would consider essential from a list and then were asked to complete the task 

again, this time thinking about what adults would consider essential. For some, this was a 

real revelation! 

 

In Maths, we started thinking about decimals this week as another way of expressing parts 

of a whole. We spent some time thinking about what we already know about decimals and 

the different ways we can represent these numbers to help us manipulate them efficiently. 

For most, the Mathletics tasks set this week aim to reinforce our introduction so far to this 

new unit. 

 

Thank you to all those of you who supported your children with their Learning Log task 

last week. These will now be coming home every Friday, to be returned by the following 

Wednesday (at the latest please) so they can be marked, a new heading stuck in and 

returned to you once again on the Friday. 

 

Apologies that new work was not ready for you on Spelling Frame last week as promised. 

Please share the good news with your child(ren), in case they have forgotten, that Spelling 

Frame is all set up and ready for them this week! 

 

With thanks for your continued support, 

 

The Year 5 Team 
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Musical Moments: Music 

from around the World 

 
Following the popularity of last half term's composer, in this Musical Moment we continue 
our journey around the world to Zimbabwe and find out about the "Queen of Mbira', Stella 
Chiweshe, born in 1946.  
 
What is the Mbira? Find out in the clip below! In this video, you get to actually watch Stella 
performing her own piece of music - Rwavasekuru.  
 
'Stella picked up the Mbira in her twenties, at a time when women were not allowed to 
play the instrument, and at a time when the British colonial regime had banned all 
Zimbabwean cultural practices: playing the mbira was punishable by prison. She went on 
to become an important figure in the development of Zimbabwean music and established 
The Chivanhu Project, a cultural centre near Zimbabwe's capital, Harare, that is aimed at 
preserving and teaching the heritage of Zimbabwean mbira music. She is now widely 
known as 'Ambuya Chinyakare' - Grandmother of Traditional Music.' 
 
Have you seen or used a Mbira before? How many notes did the one you saw have? What 
instrument is it most like? Which instruments do you think might have been inspired by 
the traditional Mbira? 

 
Link: 
https://youtu.be/rPWmWk8uv-I 
   

https://youtu.be/rPWmWk8uv-I


News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 

With the SATs tests taking place next week, the children have been continuing to work 

hard this week in preparation. You should have received a letter, via Parentmail, which 

discusses the arrangements for next week. Below is a timetable of when the various exams 

will take place. 

 

 
 

In English, the children have continued to work on their fables looking at fables from other 

parts of the world and cultures and comparing these with Aesop’s ones. We have also 

worked on sentences – phrases and clauses – and studied antonyms/synonyms, formal/

informal writing and active/passive sentences. 

 

This week, in Maths, we have studied co-ordinates, quadrants and the reflection and 

translation of shapes as well as finishing our work on statistics and data. We also studied 

exam techniques for the reasoning questions and looked at ways to approach and answer 

them. 

 

Homework has been set (no spellings though this week) and please use the Mathletics 

website to help your child to revise any aspects of maths that is needed. 

 

Finally, good luck to all the children for next week’s tests. Please 

remember to factor in some R&R this weekend, and next week, as 

well as continued revision for the SATs exams. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team 

Monday 9th May 
 

SPAG (including the spellings) 

Tuesday 10th May 
 

Reading 

Wednesday 11th May 
 

Maths – Arithmetic and Reasoning 

Thursday 12th May 
 

Maths – Reasoning 

16 



 

17 

 

Dear Village    
 
Due to my retirement our local Brownie unit is in need of another leader to join the team, please give 
this some consideration and get in touch via email debbie-fisher@hotmail.co.uk or phone 
01763852811. 
 
Or find out more about girlguiding on our website www.girlguiding.org.uk  
 
Girlguiding relies on volunteers to make amazing things happen for our girls. You may have a friend 
or colleague that might be interested.  
 
The more the merrier! 

mailto:debbie-fisher@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk




Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

Norwich City Football Club community clubs 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

Multi Active Holiday Childcare 

Steeple Morden Tennis Classes 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Difficult doesn’t mean impossible.   

It simply means you have to work hard.” 

 


