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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How:
Regular articles

All parents and carers should now have received a copy of our
Ofsted report, sent out by Parentmail yesterday. We will
add the report to our school website next week and from
Monday 4th July it will also be available by searching the
Ofsted website.
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Thank you to those parents who have been able to come into
school this week for class activities. It is lovely to be able to
welcome you into the school again. Please keep checking the
diary dates for events relevant to your child.
A worrying number of children this week have been heard
talking about things they have seen on YouTube or TikTok …
including children as young as year 1! Please remember that
these platforms are not considered suitable for young children
and unless an adult is constantly monitoring their use, it is
easy for children to see or hear things which could be
inappropriate and cause upset. For more information about
how to keep children safe online please see our website
https://www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/e-safety
As the weather continues to be warm and sunny please
remember to send your child with a suitable (named) sunhat
every day. Sunglasses are not needed and bring a risk of facial
or eye injury if accidently knocked or bumped.
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“I think a hero is any person really intent
on making this a better place for all people.”
Maya Angelou

School Meal Charges
Summer 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£65.80
£70.50
£136.30

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

June
28th

Sports day - morning } see page 12 for

29th

Sports day - morning } more information

30th

Year 5 coffee & cake afternoon (2pm—3pm)

July
6th

Year 2 class assembly (10am)

6th

Year 3 walk to Ashwell

7th

Year 1 games morning (9.30 - 10.30am)

8th

Rocksteady concert

12th

Year 6 matinee performance

13th

Year 6 evening performance

14th

Year 3 coffee & cake (9.15am—10am)

15th

Year 6 leavers’ party

18th & 19th Year 6 move up day to BVC

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

22nd Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (9.30am)
22nd Last day of Summer term

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please
advise us on 01763 852474
(Option 1) and leave a message
on the absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.s
ch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use
this aspect of the system and
so this won’t be seen.
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Notice Board
Symptoms of COVID-19, flu and
common respiratory infections
include:












continuous cough
high temperature, fever or chills
loss of, or change in, your normal sense of
taste or smell
shortness of breath
unexplained tiredness, lack of energy
muscle aches or pains that are not due to
exercise
not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry
headache that is unusual or longer lasting
than usual
sore throat, stuffy or runny nose
diarrhoea, feeling sick or being sick

For more information go to https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/people-withsymptoms-of-a-respiratory-infectionincluding-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratoryinfections-including-covid-19

Playground
Parents are asked to ensure that their children,
whether those who attend school or younger
siblings, do not play in the gazebo or on the play
structure at school pick up time. This is to
ensure everyone’s safety and prevent any
damage to these valuable structures. Please
ensure that once on the school premises, bikes
and scooters are walked, not ridden.

School uniform
Please, please ensure that your child’s
belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) are
all labelled with your child’s name. We have a
number of jumpers and other items which have
been misplaced by their owners which we can’t
return as they don’t have the child’s name
inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.

Home Time Arrangements
Please ensure that you advise the office by email
on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by 12
noon if your child’s home time arrangement
will be different from usual.
Please also remember that if your child is being
collected with another child to let us know;
we've had a number of occasions when the office
has had to make last-minute phone calls at the
end of the day for this reason.

Emails to the school office
When emailing the school office,
please ensure you use your child’s first
name, surname and their class/year
group. This means that office staff,
particular those who aren't’
necessarily familiar with all the
children’s names, can quickly action
your message as appropriate.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class!
This week the children have been thinking all about life under the sea. They looked at the
animals and plants that can be found under the sea and how to identify them, read a story
about the different ways animals move under the sea and learnt how to find seas on maps.
In PE this week the children practiced
the events ready for sports day and are
very excited! In Maths this week the
children have been sorting and thinking
about how they can sort items in a
variety of ways and describe how they
have sorted items. The children have
been working hard in their Phonics
groups applying their phoneme
knowledge to their spelling and
sentence writing and changing words
within a sentence to create new
sentences that still make sense.
It was lovely to have so many family members in class to visit this week. The children
loved having you in to visit and were so proud to show you their “space” and all of the
things that they can do in and around the classroom
and outdoor area. Thank you for taking the time out
of your day to visit us!
Please remember that due to the changeable
weather, children will need to bring in water bottles,
sun hats, coats/rain jackets, jumpers and cardigans
EVERY DAY. All children will also be required to
wear sun cream as they spend most of their day
outdoors!
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Please remember to keep practicing the
Phase 2 and Phase 3 phonemes at
home. The children will find spelling
and reading much easier and quicker if
they are more confident with their
phonemes, particularly the digraphs
and trigraphs.

Don’t forget next week is Sports Day on
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings
(details can be found in last week’s
STAR). Next week will also be the turn
of the Green Apples for Show and Tell.
Have a wonderful weekend!
Mrs Meridew, Miss Webb, Mrs Brown
& Mrs Keech
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
This week we have enjoyed watching the caterpillars grow. They must have been very
hungry caterpillars because they quadrupled in length and more than tripled in girth! They
are now all safely cocooned in their chrysalises and we are waiting for signs that they will
emerge, hopefully next week! The ladybird larvae have also entered their pupa stage,
encased and ready to emerge as adult ladybirds – one has already emerged and been
released into the garden. We hope to bring you
more news next week!
This week in English the children really enjoyed
creating their own superbug, in response to
thinking about Superworm, by Julia Donaldson.
We had lots of fun thinking of creative and
interesting adjectives to describe them, then
added suffixes so we could use them in
comparative sentences, such as ‘Superbug was
stronger than any in the whole universe.’ and
‘Superfly was the tallest of all his fly friends.’
In Maths we have begun thinking about numbers
to 100, ensuring we all know which is the 10s or
1s number when looking at the written number.
The children were able to create the number
using practical resources and partition it to 10s
and 1s, and we also did lots of talking about the
100 square:
The children
investigated the link between numbers to each side of
a given number as well as the numbers directly above
or below it. Many were great at deciding if they
needed say if a number was ‘1 more’, ‘1 less’, 10
more’ or ’10 less’. Some were even able to talk about
adding 20, 30 or 40.
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We have rounded up our RE learning thinking about the question, ‘Why do Jewish people say so
many prayers and blessings?’ The children were really good at remembering lots of information
and being able to talk about it using the words, phrases and pictures in the hexagons (see photo).
They were able to link their thoughts and ideas well.
We have all been practising
the skills we will use in our
Sports Day events. The
children are also all looking
forward to parents coming
to cheer them on!

Please continue to apply
sunscreen before school
and sending in sunhats and
water bottles daily.
Have a super weekend,
Mrs Bowmer, Miss Blesic
and the Year One Team

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Monday’s assembly asked the children to think about how their behaviour can affect other’s
thoughts and feelings. The message was loosely based on 2 Samuel chapter 12 verses 1-4, but far
less explicit or gory. We prayed that God would help us to make kind choices and help us to try
to make amends if we had upset anyone.
On Thursday we were visited by GenR8. This is the first time they have
physically been in school since 2019 and although we have enjoyed their
regular video assemblies it was lovely to have them back in. The theme of
their assembly was forgiveness, retelling the message of Matthew 18 v 21through actions and songs.

22
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)

The children have been sharing their opinions this week about plastic pollution and the
effects of single use plastics on our ocean creatures.
It really is a subject that they are very interested in
and have obviously discussed at home too!
They have designed some fantastic posters
encouraging us all to ……
‘Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.’
We are looking forward to sharing our learning with you in our upcoming
Class Assembly. Remember to save the date:- Wednesday 6th July at 10.00am.
In Maths we made sure we had remembered our column addition
methods which helped us solve some tricky problems, applying our
number knowledge and reasoning out the possible answers!
We are also continuing to work hard on our Tackling Tables –
thinking carefully about the inverse relationship between
multiplication and division:eg, 5x2=10 2x5=10 10÷2=5 10÷5=2
Reminders:Homework: Book Bags to school every day please
 Homework Folders – sent home every Friday – to return the following Wednesday.
 Please can all children bring a clearly labelled water bottle to school every day, have
suncream applied before school and have a sunhat.
Thank you for your help with this.

Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown
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Competition Winner!
Earlier this year, there was a competition
advertised in the Star run by Living Sport to
design a character for the signs for their new
family trails. Paolo from Year 3 designed the
winning character ‘Traily the caterpillar’ and
earlier this week, Paolo was presented with a
certificate and goody bag as his prize.
The character will be on
the signs for the various trails across Cambridgeshire, these are all
approximately 1 mile long and aim to get families more active - once
launched the nearest one will be at Melbourn.
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
In English we have continued working on our reports following the interviewing of Mrs Mead
and Mr Thorpe. We have thought hard about the answers they gave and have tried to write them
up in full detail using extended sentences. One of our favourite stories was in answer to ‘What
was your scariest memory from the war?’
Mrs Mead told us all about having to have her tonsils out. The hospitals were all full of wounded
soldiers, so she had to have them taken out on the kitchen table at home. If that was not bad
enough, she was told she could not go into the air raid shelter as it was too dirty, so the scariest
part was having to stay in the house with her dad
during the night raids.
Mr Thorp explained that he was too young to realise
that he should be scared, but he remembered his
mum being scared a lot of the time. One time he was
outside playing with his wooden truck, when a
doodlebug came along the road (a type of bomb), he
chased after it, luckily his mum saw him and
followed, grabbing him and seeking shelter in the
nearest house. Fortunately, the bomb did not
explode.
In Maths, we have continued working on properties of
shape, this week we have looked at perimeter, and
designed ‘dig for victory’ gardens, working out the
perimeter of each vegetable patch. Next week we will
continue with properties of shape when we will be
looking at 3D shapes, we will also start our unit of work
on capacity.
In other work we have thought about the changes in
shopping between the 1940’s and now. We were quite
surprised at all the different types of shops and some of
the funny names they had, ‘iron mongers’ and ‘drapers’
seemed the most amusing!
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Excitement built during the week in anticipation of our trip to Bewilderwood and our sleepover in
school. As I type, this is still feeling like a good idea, I can’t help wondering if I will still be thinking
the same as you read this!
Dates for the diary
28th 29th June sports days please see details in sports day article
6th July walk to Ashwell more information will follow
14th July coffee and cake am 9.15am-10am
Weekly home activities
· Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
· Books and diary must be in school daily please.
· Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work for the children, logins for
both are in reading diaries
· Tackling Tables practise.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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News from Swift Class (Year 4)
We enjoyed performing our class assembly this week; this was first assembly to
which parents have been invited for some time. Thank you to those who could
attend – it makes a great deal of difference performing in front of an audience and is
something these children have not had the chance to do for quite a while.
We also all completed the Government Multiplication Check. This is the first ‘official’
test to take place, having been trailed for some time. There is no pass mark but the
test is to help identify children who may need some extra support - we will be able
to share your
child’s score when
we receive them
later this term
from the
Department for
Education.
Wishing you all a
good weekend.
Mr Beavan & the
Year Four Team

Millie did not get chance to say her line
in our class assembly so I said I would
put it in the Star:
“You sound like you care for the planet
a lot by the look of your basket. Fruit
and Veg is this way…”
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“We were last but now we are first!”

“You’re going just great!”

“Good stuff!”
“How could we make this
easier?”

“It’s about team work
not screaming at each
other!”

“We tried everyone’s ideas
and everyone took part”

“If people give up, try to
help them continue…”

Recently we took part in a
workshop which had a focus of
developing team skills. The
activities were all brought into
school – every one them was
something we had never done
before! As well as providing
us with great fun we also learnt a
lot. The leader gave us feedback
after each event on how well we
were doing a team. We learnt a
lot... Here are some of the
comments heard during the
day.

“Learn from
people
around you.”

“First, plan as a team…”
“Let’s do it in steps “

“What about trying this?”

“Here, let me help”
“Guys, we’re almost there.”

“We counted 1,2,3,4 like the
Queen’s guards do in their head.”
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Sports Day 2022
We are very excited to be able to invite parents in to school to view Sports Day. We have
decided to try a new format this year; we are going to split the children into their houses for
Sports Day meaning you only need to attend once if you have multiple children at the school!
The focus of the Sports Days will be teamwork working towards earning as many points as
possible as a team. We anticipate each Sports Day lasting an hour. Please see timings on the
table below.

Packham

Tuesday 28th June 9:15-10:15am

Rashford

Tuesday 28th June 10:45-11:45am

Rosen

Wednesday 29th June 9:15-10:15am

Yousafzai

Wednesday 29th June 10:45-11:45

Please ensure your child(ren) comes in wearing their PE kit on their designated Sports Day.
They will also need a water bottle and a sun hat. It would be advisable to apply sun cream to
your child(ren) before they come into school. If the weather forecast is bad we may have to
reschedule but we will keep you informed.
Please enter and exit the playground via the gates from the school car park.

PTA News

We look forward to welcoming parents to the school sports days next week.
Remember the PTA will be running a refreshment stall to raise funds for the
school; please remember to bring some cash to the sports day to support the PTA
and our school.
Kind regards
The PTA

News from Heron Class (Year 5)
This week, Herons spent some time in the teaching kitchen making corn
bread with Mrs Hannah. This is linked to our North America topic. There
were mixed opinions on the taste of the corn bread but they all had great
fun making it and they can talk about why we focused on a corn based
product for this element of our work. We also tasted some other snacks
that are derived from corn. Can you guess what they might have been?
In PE we spent some time practising for Sport's
Day which is fast approaching. We will be
working in our house groups and we are looking
forward to doing this as part of a bigger team with other year
groups.
In Maths we have just started our next unit of Shape. This will
include units on the properties of shapes and different angles/
lines of symmetry.
In the second part of this week we continued our work on Shape.
We spent some time talking through reflex angles and reminding
ourselves about compass directions. We then moved onto
measuring angles with a protractor. This is a very tricky skill to master and did really test
the patience of some of us but we are proud to report that no-one gave up and we will all
be having another go next week.
In our guided reading session, we read our way through a whistle-stop
tour of the history of North America. This combined our topic work with
the genre we are currently studying in English – recounts – and made us
all think hard about the importance of chronological order in this text
type.
Finally, we continued the excellent work started last week by Mrs
Hannah and her band of fearless gardeners! Our courtyard garden clearup is now well under way and we were even lucky enough to plant some
bedding plants on Friday that we hope will be in flower by next
Thursday when you are all warmly invited into the classroom
from 2pm – 3pm. You are very welcome to drop in and spend
time some time with your child looking back over their time in
Year Five. Refreshments will be provided (made by your
children so keep your fingers crossed that they turn out ok!) and
your child will be able to leave with you at the end of the school
day in good time to collect any brothers or sisters from the
playground.
The Year 5 Team
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week we have been continuing to focus on our
writing. We have thoroughly enjoyed reading
Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ and have
discussed the book and the themes in it. Using the
book as a focus, we then drafted, wrote and edited
an adventure story. We looked at different aspects
of the story, from developing our story mountain in
our planning through to working on our dialogue
and the different ways that we can show what a
character’s personality is like. The children loved
reading Kensuke’s Kingdom and were all very much engaged
when doing so. Many of the class gave the book a 9 or 10 out
of 10. A resounding thumbs up from Puffins!
We have started to rehearse our production this week, and
over the next couple weeks we will be designing, singing,
acting, dancing, making, building, drawing, painting and
writing in preparation for the two performances in the
penultimate week of term (12th July – pm and 13th July –
evening).
Miss Harris (the Head of Year 7) and Mrs Turner from BVC
visited us on Thursday
morning to discuss transition to the college. The class
made a superb impression and they both left full of
praise for the students. Well done Puffins - first
impressions really do count.
Homework will be linked to the
production – please learn the
song words and the spoken
words for their character.
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A reminder that sports days take place next week.
Please could the children come in (on their appropriate
day) wearing their PE kit and with a sun hat, water bottle
and sun cream applied.
Finally check out some more photos from our trip to
Stibbington last week. These involve some of the other
activities we took part in linked to rivers, which were
based at the educational centre itself.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team
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Café Church is back!
This friendly café runs every Friday morning 911 during term time in Steeple Morden Church
Tea, coffee, home-made cake
Toys and lots of space for little ones
Do join us after school drop-off

Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes
Bonfitness Pilates
Multi Active Holiday Childcare
Steeple Morden Tennis Classes
Herts Performing Arts Summer Stage School
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“People grow through experience if they meet life honestly and courageously.
This is how character is built.”
Eleanor Roosevelt
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