Friday 1st July 2022
steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How:
Regular articles

Thank you to parents who joined us for our sports days this week
and especially to those attached to Rosen house who stayed with us,
despite the rain. As you know, we tried a different approach this
year and will be considering comments from parents, children and
staff as we plan for next year. There are some complicated
calculations to work through as we compare scores and take into
account the number of children in each house. The results will be
announced in Monday’s assembly.
As we near the end of another school year we are already busy
working on plans for September. I am excited to say that we have
filled our teaching vacancies and I can now confirm which teachers
will be in which year groups next year. We will be saying a sad
‘Goodbye’ to Mrs Polito at the end of term; this was always the plan
as she joined us on a temporary basis. We have loved having her as
part of the Steeple team and hope to see her again on a supply basis.
September 2022
Reception (Starling class)
Year 1 (Robin class)
Year 2 (Owl class)
Year 3 (Peacock class)
Year 4 (Swift class)
Year 5 (Heron class)
Year 6 (Puffin class)

Mrs Meridew & Mrs Monks (the new
name for Miss Webb)
Mrs Bowmer and Mrs Andrews (a new
appointment)
Mrs Luebcke and Miss Blesic (currently
working in Year 1)
Mrs Seward
Mr Beavan
Mrs Morris and Mrs Daniels
Mr Baker

Later in the term, there will be an opportunity for the children to
spend some time in their new classrooms with their new teacher and
relevant support staff.
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“Find a life worth enjoying; take risks; love deeply; have no regrets;
and always, always have rebellious hope.
And finally, check your poo – it could just save your life .”
Dame Deborah James

School Meal Charges
Summer 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£65.80
£70.50
£136.30

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

July
6th

Year 2 class assembly (10am)

6th

Year 3 walk to Ashwell

7th

Year 1 games morning (9.30 - 10.30am)

8th

Rocksteady concert (2pm)

12th

Year 6 matinee performance

13th

Year 6 evening performance

14th

Year 3 coffee & cake (9.15am—10am)

15th

Year 6 leavers’ party

18th & 19th Year 6 move up day to BVC
22nd Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (9.30am)
22nd Last day of Summer term

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please
advise us on 01763 852474
(Option 1) and leave a message
on the absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.s
ch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use
this aspect of the system and
so this won’t be seen.
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Notice Board
Symptoms of COVID-19, flu and
common respiratory infections
include:












continuous cough
high temperature, fever or chills
loss of, or change in, your normal sense of
taste or smell
shortness of breath
unexplained tiredness, lack of energy
muscle aches or pains that are not due to
exercise
not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry
headache that is unusual or longer lasting
than usual
sore throat, stuffy or runny nose
diarrhoea, feeling sick or being sick

For more information go to https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/people-withsymptoms-of-a-respiratory-infectionincluding-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratoryinfections-including-covid-19

Playground
Parents are asked to ensure that their children,
whether those who attend school or younger
siblings, do not play in the gazebo or on the play
structure at school pick up time. This is to
ensure everyone’s safety and prevent any
damage to these valuable structures. Please
ensure that once on the school premises, bikes
and scooters are walked, not ridden.

School uniform
Please, please ensure that your child’s
belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) are
all labelled with your child’s name. We have a
number of jumpers and other items which have
been misplaced by their owners which we can’t
return as they don’t have the child’s name
inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.

Home Time Arrangements
Please ensure that you advise the office by email
on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by 12
noon if your child’s home time arrangement
will be different from usual.
Please also remember that if your child is being
collected with another child to let us know;
we've had a number of occasions when the office
has had to make last-minute phone calls at the
end of the day for this reason.

Emails to the school office
When emailing the school office,
please ensure you use your child’s first
name, surname and their class/year
group. This means that office staff,
particular those who aren't’
necessarily familiar with all the
children’s names, can quickly action
your message as appropriate.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class!
This week the children have been preparing for their first
ever sports day and we are so very proud of every single one
of them. They showed true sportsmanship behavior,
cheering on their teammates and trying their best whilst
being brave! We hope you enjoyed your visit to the school
and seeing “the big playground” where the children spend
their playtimes and lunchtimes and some of their PE lessons.
The children have been
practicing using and
applying their Phase 4
phonic knowledge to writing sentences containing
tricky words and reading CVCC words. In Maths this
week they have been thinking about sequencing events
linking to time using the sentence stem “First, Then,
Later”. We have also had a History focus this week
thinking about the significant figure Mary Anning and
how her discoveries impacted on further knowledge of
dinosaurs as well as seasides through the ages.
Please remember that due to the changeable
weather, children will need to bring in water
bottles, sun hats, coats/rain jackets, jumpers and
cardigans EVERY DAY. All children will also be
required to wear sun cream as they spend most of
their day outdoors!
Please remember to keep practicing the Phase 2
and Phase 3 phonemes at home. The children will
find spelling and reading much easier and quicker
if they are more confident with their phonemes,
particularly the digraphs and trigraphs.
Next week will also be the turn of the Purple Grapes for
Show and Tell.
Have a wonderful
weekend!
Mrs Meridew, Miss
Webb, Mrs Brown & Mrs
Keech
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PTA News

June Lottery Club winners are:
1st:
2nd:
3rd:

22
72
11

Louise Mevillot
Jon Satinet
Julie Robotham

£16.12
£12.54
£8.96

Bonus:

85

Bryan Thomas

£41.08

CONGRATULATIONS to all the winners!
Thanks to the office staff for making sure the draw was done fairly and properly!

Thank you, thank you and thank you!
Thank you to all the parents who helped sell refreshments at sports day and sold cakes after school
and also to everyone who baked or provided cakes or biscuits: your support is so valuable and much
appreciated.
And finally thank you to everyone who supported the stalls by buying refreshments and cakes!
We raised just over £200!
Thank you from the staff, children and PTA

News from Robin Class (Year 1)
We had an exciting time this week as one of our butterflies emerged from its chrysalis! The
children were all interested to see the butterfly as its wings changed from being ‘shorter
than the body length’ to being full
sized wings. It was great to hear all
the questions and comments from,
‘the tummy is really light’ to ‘why are
the wings different underneath to on
top?’ and ‘the chrysalis is all papery’
as they were able to look at the empty
cocoon left behind.
We think we have now released all of
the ladybirds – but will keep the tub
carefully, just in case there are any
more pupating!
In English this week the children have
been learning to re-tell the fairy-tale ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. We told the story a number
of times, and have acted it out in small groups. The children then all contributed ideas and
work for the English working wall. By Wednesday afternoon, we had drawn a story map
and the children can re-tell the story from it. They should have a copy in their bag – or
there is one here!

One of our 30 Days Wild activities this week
was to go outside and see what shapes we
could see in the clouds. What imaginations we
all have! We have also released ladybirds,
watch a wild web-cam and pretended to be
different mini-beasts as we travelled along the
trim trail!
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The children all did a brilliant job as they took part in their sports morning – earning points for
their houses and enjoying encouraging others. It was great to hear other members of staff
particularly mentioning their sportsmanship! In PE, we are continuing to work on some athletic
skills. Please send PE kits back in as soon as possible – we had to do PE in our uniform yesterday as
so many children hadn’t brought it back in time!
Thank you for your continued support in sending in
named jumpers and cardigans, sun hats and a light
raincoat in the bag for ‘just in case’!
Mrs Bowmer, Miss Blesic and the Year One Team

What shapes can you
see in the clouds?

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Monday’s assembly reflected on how Jesus treated all people equally regardless of gender, race,
belief or disability. This was quite different to how many of the leaders and other people
behaved at the time and he was regularly chastised and treated badly because of this. This
theme throughout the New Testament serves as a reminder that God’s love and Jesus’ love are
not dependent on who we are or how we live our lives. To be the best we can be, we should try
to follow this lead and treat everyone with kindness and respect.
On Thursday we were joined by Canon Williams. As the previous day was
the feast day of St Peter and St Paul, and Steeple church has been dedicated
to these saints since at least the 14th century, he took the opportunity to
talk to the children about St Peter. He explained that Peter was originally
called Simon but was renamed by Jesus to reflect his role as “the rock of the
church”.
Thank you to Eva for playing the piano as we entered and exited the hall.
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
The children have really enjoyed taking part in Sports Day events this week.
They have also continued with their learning on our topic 'Our Precious Planet: - A
Voyage to the Bottom of the Deep Blue Sea’ and we’ve been getting ready to share
lots of our learning with you next week when we have our class assembly.

Please remember to save the date: Wednesday 6th July at 10.00am for our Year 2
Class Assembly.
In Maths this week, we have been taking part in all sorts of practical Maths activities
focussing on measurement and particularly on reading a variety of scales. The
children have been learning about capacity and volume and have been reading
scales with millilitres and litres…

They have also been measuring the length of different items in our classroom in
centimetres and metres, as well as weighing items in grams and kilograms.
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If you have time over the next couple of weeks to reinforce this learning at home, they could
perhaps measure items around the home too or practise weighing ingredients for use in a
recipe perhaps…

Reminders:Homework:Book Bags to school every day please
Homework Folders – sent home every Friday – to return the following Wednesday.
Please can all children bring a clearly labelled water bottle to school every day, have
suncream applied before school and have a sunhat.
Thank you for your help with this.
Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
Well, Bewilderwood was just wonderful. All the
children were impeccably behaved, polite, helpful,
encouraging… absolutely everything you would
want them to be. They were a pleasure to be with,
for the day, evening, overnight and the following
morning.
I hope they all enjoyed their, slightly early end of
term treat, it certainly seemed like they did. (More
pictures are on the class web page.)
This week in the classroom we have started our
work on magnets. At the moment we are finding out about the science of forces and how
some materials are attracted to magnets and
others not. We have sorted items into magnetic
and non-magnetic, sorted a range of metals into
those that are magnetic, and tested the strength
of magnets by conducting a fair test with three
magnets and paper clips. Next week we will
combine our understanding of magnetics,
knowledge of WW2 government campaigns and
our designing skills to plan and create a magnetic
game.
In Maths, we have developed our understanding
of capacity, by measuring and comparing
different containers using a range of scales. We have converted measures between litres and
millilitres and vice versa. Next week we will continue to develop our understanding of
capacity and begin work on mass.
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By now you should have received, (via
Parentmail) the information about the
walk to Ashwell. Please consider footwear
carefully, it is a long walk and the children
are on their feet all day. For Bewilderwood
and sports days, we needed to attend to
quite a few blisters; these were because of
shoes that did not fit or because children
had no socks on. There is only so much we
can do with a plaster!
Dates for the diary
6th July walk to Ashwell
14th July coffee and cake am 9.15am-10am
Weekly home activities
· Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
· Books and diary must be in school daily please.
· Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work for the children, logins
for both are in reading diaries
· Tackling Tables practise.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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News from Swift Class (Year 4)
This week, in our science lessons, we have continued our theme of living things and their
habitats; we have focused on some of the different ways scientists around the world
choose to classify flora and fauna. We created digital branching diagrams and devised our
own questions on how to categorise the different species.
This appears to have been a highly active week! As well as our regular swimming lessons,
all the children have also taken part in our sports days. This year this was organised
through their houses and this has been a chance for children to come together and support
children of different ages.
Our maths work has seen us produce data and use this to plot (accurate!) line graphs, using
a ruler, to present this information to identify trends. The main teaching points we have
had to reinforce is the need for accuracy as without this, the information contained on the
graphs is not reflective of the data we observed. In one experiment we measured the heat
loss over time of a beaker of hot water and, in the other, the air temperature over the
course of the day in different locations around the school.
We have been setting the Anglo Saxon period of history in context with periods already
studied in previous year groups. We have identified that some periods of history are
known collectively as ‘prehistory’ as our evidence for these periods is based mainly on
archaeological evidence rather than written records. Children have learnt how the land we
know as England was divided into different kingdoms and how a typical Anglo Saxon
village is believed to have operated.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
Thank you to all the children and parents for making Sports Day such a fantastic success.
The children enjoyed working in their teams and they did a brilliant job of keeping each
other determined and upbeat throughout. They were pleased to see so much parental
support on the sidelines.
In English, we have now finished our recounts about our time in Year 5. We hope you
enjoyed reading these on Thursday at our tea/coffee sharing session. We will now begin to
think about Mystery stories and we will be planning our own exciting adventure for a story
during the last few weeks of the term.
In the second part of this week, we have continued our work on Shape. On Thursday, we
spent some time learning about how to calculate angles around a point and on Friday we
reinforced previous learning about how to define different types of triangle. We are
pleased with the progress that everyone is making so far with this maths topic.
Our work on Hinduism this week
centred on spending time looking at
one of the Hindu sacred texts, the
Bhagavad Gita (which translates as
‘Song of the Lord’.) In this text that is
set out in the form of an epic poem,
Krishna describes to Arjuna - a
noble warrior - the different ways in
which a Hindu might achieve
Moksha. We all had a think about
which of these ways to achieve
Moksha would most suit each of us if
we were a Hindu and we concluded
that it depended on lots of different
things, most notably our personality
type.
Finally, a big thank you to everyone who was able to come into
school and join us on Thursday afternoon for a cup of tea or
coffee and a biscuit. The children have told us how much they
enjoyed sharing their work with you. They were also very
pleased to have another opportunity to join you in looking back
through the photographs from our trip to Grafham Water that
brought back so many good memories.
The Year 5 Team
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week we have been rehearsing for our end of year production. The children are
enjoying this and are working very hard in all aspects of the production – from acting the
scenes to singing to making the props and backdrops. You should have received a letter
regarding the costumes, from your
child, on Wednesday. Please could the
children start bringing in their
costumes next week and by Friday (8th
July) at the latest. You should have
also received a Parentmail about the
ticket allocation for the two
performances on the 12th July at
1.45pm and 13th July at 6.30 pm.
Please could you respond to the form
as soon as possible and by Friday 8th
July at the latest.
Check out some of the photos linked
to our rehearsals of the production.

Homework will be to continue to learn the
words and the lyrics of the production.
As well as rehearsing for the production, the
students have continued with Art, Science, RE,
Geography, PSHE and some investigative
problems for Maths lessons.
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This week they have also
participated in the new
format of Sports Day linked
to their houses. The children
enjoyed the events, despite
the weather for House Rosen,
and the scores will be
totalled up and announced in
an upcoming assembly.
Thank you for your
continued support.
Mr Baker and the Year 6
Team
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Café Church is back!
This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 during
term time in Steeple Morden Church
Tea, coffee, home-made cake
Toys and lots of space for little ones
Do join us after school drop-off

Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes
Bonfitness Pilates
Multi Active Holiday Childcare
Steeple Morden Tennis Classes
Herts Performing Arts Summer Stage School
Summer Holiday Netball & Athletics Camps
Cambridge Summer Singing School
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Without appreciation and respect for other people,
true leadership becomes ineffective, if not impossible.”
George Foreman

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
Royston
Hertfordshire
SG8 0PD
Phone: 01763 852474
E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

