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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How
Regular updates in The Star
We are continuing to work through the responses to last term’s
Parent/Family Questionnaire and making changes where needed.
In response to the question asking about our provision for collective
worship and reflection around 32% of parents replied that they did
not know. This is the first time we have asked that question and the
response is perhaps not overly surprising.
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To try and address this, there will be a section in The Star each
week sharing the main themes of our assemblies and reflection
opportunities. Please see page 9 for the first of these.
We are very lucky as a school to have a strong and dedicated group
of Governors who give their time voluntarily to support the school
and ensure we always do the best we can for the children. Each
month there will be a section in The Star which gives more
information about who they are and what they do. This month’s
update is on page 4.
Shocking and dangerous parking
We are only three weeks into the new school year and already I find
myself shocked by some of the parking around the school at drop off
and pick up times. A number of parents have expressed their
concerns and shared photos with me of some frankly dangerous
parking. This is most significant around the junction with Cheney
Street, and particularly on Hay Street between the memorial and the
school.
PLEASE park considerately and safely. “I’ll only be a minute” is no
excuse. Some of the cars I have seen this week are blocking other
road users, preventing the school bus from turning and generally
causing congestion. It is only a matter of time before there is a
serious accident.
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As always, my advice to anyone concerned about dangerous parking
is to please contact Cambridgeshire Police on 101 and report this.

“I cannot do all the good that the world needs.
But the world needs all the good that I can do”
Jana Stanfield

School Meal Charges
Autumn 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£86.95
£79.90
£166.85

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

September
20th –24th
27th
w/c 27th

October
5th
6th
14th
19th
21st
25th– 29th

If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

Harvest Service (children only)
Year 5 trip to Grafham Water Centre
Year 2 trip to Woburn Safari Park
Parent consultations (via Zoom)
Parent consultations (via Zoom)
Half term

November
1st
3rd
5th
11th

Absence from School

Year Ahead meetings
School Photographer: Individuals & Siblings
Bikeability (Years 5 & 6)

19th
19th—21st

INSET Day (children not in school)
Year 6 trip to Duxford
KS1 Bonfire Activity Day
Remembrance Day Church & Memorial service
Nasal flu vaccinations
Christmas Tree Festival in Church

December
tba
15th
tba
18th

KS1 performance to parents
& invited guests
Christmas Lunch
KS2 Christmas Church service
Last day of autumn term

Future events:
14-18 March 2022

Year 6 trip to Peak District
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Notice Board
Year Ahead Meetings
The Year Ahead meetings, to let you know what is
expected to happen in your child’s class during the
year, will take place over Zoom, as follows:
Reception

Wednesday 29th, 3.45—4.15

Year 1

Thursday 23rd, 3.45—4.15

Year 2

Thursday 23rd, 4.15—4.45

Year 3

Tuesday 21st, 3.45—4.15

Year 4

Monday 20th, 3.40—4.10

Year 5

Monday 20th, 4.10—4.30

Year 6

Wednesday 22nd, 3.40-4.10

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please advise us
on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave
a message on the absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use this
aspect of the system and so this
won’t be seen.

Zoom links will be sent out prior to the meetings.

Home Time Arrangements
Please ensure that you advise the office by email on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.
It is really important to let us know as soon as you are able to so we can ensure messages get to
the class in good time for the end of the day. We appreciate that there are times (ie when stuck
in traffic) when it isn't possible to let us know earlier, but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an email either on the morning of the change, or the
evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to let us know;
we've had a number of occasions when the office has had to make last-minute phone calls at the
end of the day for this reason.
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Message from the Governors
We hope that all children, parents and staff have had a lovely summer and that now you are
all settled well into the new term. Last week's Star showed how busy the school already is,
and it is great to see school life returning to 'normal'.
We would like to introduce ourselves, and share what we do as governors. Every school
must have a governing body, and we are all volunteers who have one aspect in common: the
support and improvement of the school. Our role is not in the day to day aspect of running a
school, but in the strategic overview of the education of the children. Some of us are
parents, and some from the local community. You can find more information about us on
the school website under the 'governor' tab, but for now, here is a little about two of our
governors:
I am Ann Lynn and I am the newest Foundation Governor, appointed by the Diocese but
with the support of the other governors. I worship at St Catherine's, Litlington, where I am
secretary of the PCC and my husband George is church warden. We live in Bassingbourn
and have 7 children, some of whom have been pupils at Steeple Morden and BVC. Our last
child has just left home for university in St Andrews. My background is in journalism and
communications in general. I am an experienced newspaper reporter, web designer and
social media developer (yes, I get paid to tweet!) I recently left my role as Communications
Manager at BVC to work part time as a writer and web developer and to help look after my
baby granddaughter.
I am Karenza Nutley and I am one of the Co-Chairs of Governors. I moved to Steeple Morden
with my family in order for our children to attend SMPS where they thoroughly enjoyed
their time and made good progress. They are now both at BVC where I am a Languages
teacher. I have been a governor here for several years and realise the importance of having
a committed governing body to support the work of Mrs How and the staff. We each have
different skills to bring to the Governing Body and mine are very much linked to a
knowledge of education, curriculum and assessment.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class!
We have made it to the end of our second week
at ‘big school’ and the children continue to
amaze us. They have begun their school
mathematical journey, had their first go on the
play structure and have been introduced to
‘dough disco’ – which is as fun as it sounds!

Next week we will be beginning our Phonics
journey by learning four phonemes. We will
start to look at numbers and what makes
numbers special by looking at zero, one and
two as well as continuing to learn about
resources in the classroom and how we can use these in different and abstract ways.
As the weather cannot seem to make up it’s mind at the moment, please ensure your child
has a NAMED raincoat and a NAMED sunhat in school each day. They also need a NAMED
water bottle please. We would advise applying sun cream before school as well to protect
their skin when it is very hot.
Next week will be our first official
PE lesson so please ensure your
child has their NAMED PE kit in
school. Thank you.
We will be having a Year Ahead
Meeting via zoom on Wednesday
29th September. Prior to the
meeting, a Year Ahead Booklet of
information will be sent out next
week for you to read. If you have
any questions you can send them
to the office and we will
endeavour to answer them as
well as going over the
information in the booklet during
the meeting.
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All of the children are managing to 'keep it together'
at school, whilst they suss the adults out and get
used to the expectations and routines of the
classroom and school day. We are aware however
that "after school restraint collapse" is a very real
thing and that lots of parents are describing
"meltdowns" particularly at bedtimes and the
seeming inability to do activities which they
mastered many moons ago! We did warn you...
school tired is a whole other ball game! It is new, it
won't last and we will always follow the child in
what we think they are able to manage with. If you
think that your child is struggling (bare in mind they have only been in school for 10 days!)
then please do speak to us and we will discuss options.
You may have noticed that Mrs Meridew has been in
school a lot this week. This is because Miss Webb had an
antenatal appointment on Thursday so Mrs Meridew
kindly worked instead. Due to this, Miss Webb will be in
school a lot next week (Tuesday-Friday). Sorry for any
confusion caused and we won’t be offended if you hadn’t
noticed!
Hope you all have a restful weekend.
Mrs Meridew, Miss Webb, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech

Recent research suggests
that including
houseplants in a
classroom environment
can increase air quality by
up to 20%. They also have
a ‘measurable, positive
impact on children’s
mental wellbeing’.

Easy-going
houseplant seeks
friendship and
company. Must
love children.

With this in mind, if you have any resilient houseplants
that you are able to donate to school, please send them in.
Many thanks
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
Another busy week in the Robin Classroom! The children have worked really hard to
create an initial 'body map' with a partner - labelling head, arms, fingers, elbows, neck, etc,
etc on their life-sized body outline! We have been very impressed with their knowledge so
far - and we will be adding to their depth of understanding over the coming weeks. If your
child did not get drawn around this time, they will bring home a body map towards the end
of the topic...
We began a series of dance lessons exploring using different body parts with Irish Dancing
this week - using our legs and feet. The children did an amazing job changing, using the
space in the hall (which they haven't had the opportunity to do before) and 'performing' to
each other. They listened beautifully and I'm looking forward to next week's lesson
already!
On Wednesday the children had their
first introduction to British Sign
Language by using some simple greetings
and watching carefully for some
instructions from me. This is the language
taught throughout Year 1 and is a lovely
introduction to talking about how
different people communicate. Your
children were superstars at trying it out for themselves.

We have been thinking about sorting objects in Maths, discussing the different ways in
which groups of objects can be divided into 2 groups. The children have worked hard to
describe if something doesn't belong in a group and why, as well as come up with their
own criteria. We have also begun looking at how items can be 'represented' on a 10-frame
using counters, blocks and numbers.
With the reading books which came home this week, there was a Maths/Number book.
There are a lot of lovely resources in this books to help your children. This week could be a
good time to check your child is able to accurately count different numbers of objects.
Encourage them to line objects up to count them accurately. Alternatively, make sure they
are forming their written numbers correctly - see p21 of the
book for examples.

We hope you have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing
you all on Zoom for our Year Ahead meeting next Thursday at
3:45pm.
Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team
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Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Each Monday and Friday we have a whole school assembly. At the moment we are still
doing this via Zoom but we will gradually begin to physically meet together again.
Last week I talked to the children about the importance of thinking before we speak
and making sure that the words we use are kind and helpful rather than hurtful or
upsetting. This linked to the Bible
reading of James chapter 1 verses 17-27
where the key message is to be “quick to
listen, slow to speak and slow to become
angry”.
This week I read The Three Sillies as an
example of how being ‘wise’ or ‘clever’ is
not enough unless you use these gifts to
make careful choices (an animated
version of the story can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=oVFaqYiEwEY ).
The Bible link this week was from James
again; chapter 3 verses 13-18. The
message here is that Christians believe
wisdom is a gift from God and should be
used for good deeds and compassion.
Friday assemblies are where we celebrate all the good things that have happened
during the week. Certificates are awarded to children or classes to recognise effort or
achievement and can range from producing a fantastically well punctuated story to
looking out for other children and showing kindness at lunchtimes.
We always offer children the opportunity to pray during these assemblies. My
standard line is “I am going to say (or read) a prayer. I would like you to listen
respectfully and if you agree and want to make it your prayer too you can join in with
Amen at the end”. Our prayers offer thanks for the good things in our lives, seek help
for things we may find hard and remember those who are facing difficult situations.
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
Hola from Year 2!
We are looking forward to seeing you all ‘virtually’ next week for our Zoom Year Ahead
Meeting on Thursday 23rd September – 4.15-4.45pm. You will receive your copy of the
Year Ahead booklet prior to the meeting so that you can read through it. We have tried to
include as much detail as possible and we will endeavour to answer all the questions you
may have about the year ahead.
We will be talking through all the different ways you will be able to help the children with
their learning at home. It has been lovely to see the children’s enthusiasm with their
reading this week. Thank you for sending book bags in every day as we do begin each
morning with a series of reading activities.
In our Maths sessions this week we have been counting to 100 – we have been working on
place value and counting to 100, both forwards and backwards. Practise this on the way to
school or in the car….. particularly backwards which children always find more tricky,
especially ‘bridging’ numbers – 41, 40, 39, 38. We have been encouraging the children to
discuss the properties of different numbers and use mathematical language. See if your
child can remember the meaning of these mathematical symbols:-

< = >
We have also been taking ‘a walk on the wild side...’ as part of our current topic and talking
about different animals; we have practised our passing skills in football and we have been
busily making things for our book corner which is going to take on an animal theme! The
children had fun making some paper chain vines!
Please take time to read our news in the Star each week as we include news from the
current week and things that you will be able to do to help with learning at home.
Also remember to look at parentmails and our new website for more information.
If you have any questions about anything please contact us through the office by email:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Have a lovely weekend.

The Year 2 Teaching Team – Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and
Mrs Brown
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Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 0PD
Tel: 01763 852474 Fax: 01763 853112
Email: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Tracey How

Midday Supervisory Assistant
(Thursday and Friday, term time only)
One hour per day, initially 12.05-1.05 pm. Time to be reviewed termly in line with
government Covid-19 guidance for schools and specific school needs
(£9.43 per hour)
Steeple Morden Primary School is a friendly and welcoming village school with approximately
180 pupils on roll. We are at the heart of a thriving village community.
We are seeking to recruit an enthusiastic and motivated Midday Supervisory Assistant,
working alongside our existing midday team, for Thursdays and Fridays term time only. The
post holder will be responsible for supervising and assisting the children in the dining hall and
during lunchtime play.
If you are interested in this position, please see our website for a copy of the Job Description
and an application form. If would like more information, or are unable to access the
documents on the website please email ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk.
We are committed to stringent safeguarding procedures and applicants will be subject to a
full enhanced DBS check. In addition, references will be undertaken prior to interview. As
an equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all members of the
community.
Closing date:

30th September 2021
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Pupil Premium Grant
Do you receive any of the following: Income support
 Income Based Job Seekers Allowance
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
 Support under part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999
 Guarantee Element of the State Pension Credit
 Child Tax Credit, provided your annual income does not exceed £16,190
 Universal credit
If so, you could be eligible for ‘Free School Meals’ and other support such as
 Reduced costs for trips and visits
 Help with instrument lessons or clubs
 Help with funding for school holiday play-schemes
 Help with buying school uniform
The Government gives schools extra money for each child registered for free school meals –
even if they don’t actually have school dinners! With budgets being cut this could really
help us to keep providing a high quality and fun education for all our pupils. This also
means we can use the money to support you and your child.
You probably know that all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes receive
free school meals through the Government scheme. BUT, did you know that families
in receipt of certain benefits and allowances can access the above help just by
REGISTERING the fact that their children would be entitled anyway? This means that
the school gets extra money to spend on the pupils. Register now to ensure that you,
your child, and school don’t miss out.
You can apply online at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk (use the site’s search option for “free
school meals”)

Recycling Batteries
Did you know we have a battery recycling collection point
in school? It is in the main reception area, by the front
desk.
We can collect AAA, AA, C, D and 9v batteries (please tape
over the terminals on 9v batteries to prevent shortcircuiting).
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
I am pleased to report that the enthusiasm and positivity has continued this week.
In English, we have continued our work about Roald Dahl’s life finding out many interesting facts
about his childhood and early working career. We have used texts and videos in order to take
notes that will help us when we write our own biographies about him. While we were taking our
notes, we tried hard to just jot down key words that would remind us of the fact and details.
Next week we will write our notes into sentences and paragraphs so that we can share all we
have found out.
Our most interesting fact discovered so far is
that he kept the top of his femur on his desk
following a hip replacement operation.
In Maths, we have developed our
understanding of place value, by thinking
about different ways to represent a 3-digit
number, using base 10 and part whole
models. We then applied our understanding
to problem solving.

In other lessons, we have been history detectives, looking at artefacts and evidence, piecing the
clues together to see what we can find out about the past for Roald Dahl. As part of this work, we
discovered that Roald Dahl had a special writing hut at the end of his garden where he would
write for up to four hours a day. We found out that he did this so that he was not distracted or
disturbed and could make himself comfortable and ready to write. We thought about what we
would like in our own writing huts so that we could do the same.
In PE we reminded ourselves of the importance of nimble footwork before thinking carefully
about throwing and catching skills. We tried putting the two together in simple games.
For our French lessons, with Miss
Ryder’s help, we have revised how to
say hello, my name is, as well as how
to answer the register in French. To
add to our French phrases we have
learnt how to say “I live in…”

14

On Friday, with Miss Smith we wrote a recipe for a perfect pupil, thinking carefully and justifying
our ideas, before putting them together to make a poem.
A recipe for a perfect pupil….
Take a pinch of listening
A handful of thinking
A cup of trying
A smudge of laughter
A squirt of kindness
A heap of determination
Mix well and pour into a classroom
I hope everyone lives up to their own high expectations!
We also started our music lessons, it was lots of fun! We thought
about finding the pulse in a piece of music, and learnt a song
‘Home is where the Heart is’ this is our first song exploring
different styles of music and songs, it has a county and western
feel.

Weekly home activities
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
 Books and diary must be in school daily please.
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work for the children, logins for both
are in reading diaries
 Tackling table practise.
 Homework will be discussed in more detail in the Year
Ahead meeting.
Reminder
Please name all clothing
Send books and diary into school each day
Dates
Year Ahead meeting Tue 21st via Zoom link to be sent nearer the
time.
Many thanks for your support.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend
From Mrs Seward and the Year Three team.
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News from Swift Class (Year 4)

大家好*
Were the Vikings raiders or traders? This is just one of the questions that we will be
considering this term. We have already started our introductory discussions and some of
the children’s pre-existing knowledge is impressive: some already know that although
Viking helmets are often portrayed as having horns, none have ever been found. Others
know that they originate from Scandinavia and that they managed to complete long sea
journeys in boats propelled by oars and wind power. It has been great
to see that some children have independently continued their research
at home and have been able to add their knowledge to discussion or
have brought in their work to share with the class. What great
initiative!
In our art lessons we have been developing skills in drawing and
experimenting with the use of charcoal. Rather than
drawing an outline and then colouring in the shape,
as we might do with some materials, we tried building a line from short
strokes. We have also been exploring how, when using charcoal, we can
add movement to our sketches of figures so that lines are less deliberate
and show, for example, expression, freedom and movement.
In science we started our topic on sound by going for a walk! We had a
purpose though and that was to identify the variety of different sounds
both inside and outside the building. We also questioned whether the
noise we could hear was from nearby or far away and how, when we stopped listening to
the near sounds, we could hear much more from the far distance. Some were shocked to
realise that we could hear the distant hum of traffic on the A505.
In Language lessons we have started to learn how to count to ten in Mandarin. After her
win in America, we were even able to translate a little of Emma Radacanu’s thank you
message that she gave in Mandarin. *Some may even be able to recall the greeting she used
at the top of the page!
I look forward to meeting you, via Zoom, for the ‘Year
Ahead’ this coming Monday at 3:40pm. Here I will be able
to explain more about what we hope to achieve in Year 4
and it is also a chance for you to ask any questions.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.c
ambs.sch.uk
This email address will be
checked each morning, evening
and during the day (including
weekends) and we ask that you
use this address to advise us of
Covid -19 positive test results for
any member of your household.
Although there is unlikely to be
any action required it does mean
that we can alert members of the
school community to be extra
vigilant. Please do not use this
email address for any other
issues, all other emails should still
be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk
as usual
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
Hello from Year 5!
Well the nice weather feels like a distant memory now… not that the charming children of
Heron Class have let it dampen their spirits. We’ve been working hard in all subjects and
have started to get down to the nitty gritty of children’s jobs in the Victorian times. The
class spent Tuesday afternoon interrogating a range of sources of information to learn
what they can about children chimney sweeps. Suffice to say it was an eye-opening
experience for the children!
Next week we will also be using a range of sources to look at child miners and child mill/
factory workers in the Victorian times…if your child wants to do a little background
reading on this, these websites may prove useful:
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/children/working.htm
https://www.tameside.gov.uk/TamesideMBC/media/ArtsAndEvents/Living-in-The-PastVictorian-Children-at-Work-overview-with-illustrations.pdf
https://kidadl.com/articles/victorian-children-ks2-everything-you-need-to-know
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/really/factory-workers-in-the-victorian-era-why-didchildren-work-in-factories-in-the-victorian-era-what-was-the-job-of-a-piecer/
The children also worked very hard in English this week, thinking about fronted adverbials
and sorting information into paragraphs with subheadings. The children worked very
hard in groups and sorted lots of information into the appropriate paragraphs. The
children now all have their Spelling Frame logins and have been allocated their first week’s
worth of spellings to practice.
In Maths this week we continued our work on place value, with the children thinking about
numbers up to a million and using <, > and = to compare and order them.
In PE, we started our Orienteering topic with the children starting to develop their team
work skills as well as their agility and endurance running. Next week we will be
developing our map reading and navigation skills too.
Later on in the week, the children looked at the correct way to
use bullet points to add to the growing number of ways they are
learning to organise and structure their writing. They also
completed their ‘I Know Someone Who…’ poems that we have
been using to get to know a few of the more unusual facts about
your children!
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We collected and examined the distribution of children’s heights across the class as part of
our work on variation within different sections of the human timelines that we constructed
last week in our Science lesson. In Computing, we explored different types of internet
browsers and compared their safety features as part of the ongoing work we do in school
around E-Safety. Italian has continued to be embraced with much enthusiasm and we are
now regularly using Italian to answer the register, choose the correct type of lunch, greet
and praise one another and, most recently, count up to ten. We really have been blown
away by the speed with which your children have picked up learning a new language and
some of them already have some very impressive Italian accents too!
Thank you to everyone who logged into Mathletics and completed the tasks set for
homework this week. Mathletics will be set every Thursday and should be completed by
the following Thursday so we can discuss our progress in class every Friday.
With thanks for your support and enthusiasm,
Mrs Morris, Mrs Watt and the Year 5 team

We desperately need a volunteer to help in
the school library. This would involve
returning books and tidying the library.
An hour a week would be most helpful.
Tea, biscuits and a warm welcome provided.
Please email the school office if you are able
to help. Many thanks
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week, we have been looking at place value in Maths and
numbers up to 10,000,000. We tried to develop a deeper
understanding of what place value actually means – ask your
children what they did. Next week we will be rounding
numbers up to the nearest hundred thousand and million,
ordering large numbers and looking at negative numbers.
In English, we are
continuing with our topic on newspaper reports,
focussing on the outbreak of the Great War and the
causes and consequences of this. The children looked
at the geography of Europe in 1914 and compared
the nations then to the countries there are today. We
are now looking at various newspaper reports and
the features that would be expected to be found
within them.
Also this week, the class have had a go at a previous SATs paper in maths and reading.
They worked on four papers overall – maths/arithmetic, two maths reasoning papers and
a reading comprehension. This is for the children to get a feel of what the SATs papers are
like in terms of the type of questions asked, the timings, the font used etc. We aim to do this
periodically throughout the academic year in order to get the students ready for their SATs
exams in May.
In other subjects we are studying the biology of living things in Science; World War One in
History; God in RE and Turner’s paintings in Art.
In Computing we are using spreadsheets and in
PSHE we are studying how we can work together.
Finally in PE we are
playing netball and tennis.
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The work shown is some of the activities that the class worked on right at
the start of term, when we looked at coordinates, shapes and compass
directions.
Don’t forget the Year Ahead meeting scheduled for Wednesday next week
at 3.45pm. Bikeability is due the week beginning 27th September – please
check that your child’s bike is roadworthy using the form that you received
last week. Also please reply to the parentmail
about the trip to IWM Duxford.
Homework will continue to be set on a Friday and should be
completed by the following Thursday.
Thank you
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team

Term Dates 2021-2022
Autumn term begins
Autumn half term
Autumn term ends
INSET Days
(pupils not in school)

Thursday 2nd September 2021
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October 2021
Friday 17th December 2021
Wednesday 1st September
Monday 1st November

Spring term begins
Spring half term
Spring term ends
INSET Day
(pupils not in school)

Wednesday 5th January 2022
Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February 2022
Friday 1st April 2022
Tuesday 4th January

Summer term begins
Early May Bank Holiday
Summer half term

Wednesday 20th April 2022
Monday 2nd May 2022
Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 2022
(Bank Holidays 2nd and 3rd June to commemorate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee)
Summer term ends
Friday 22nd July 2022
INSET Days
Tuesday 19th April
(pupils not in school)
Monday 6th June
Additional Bank Holiday
Friday 27th May
for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
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Vacancy for Volunteer School Appeals Panel Members






Are you interested in Primary and Secondary School Education and want to be involved?
Do you have excellent listening skills?
Are you able to put people at ease?
Are you able to make balanced decisions?
Would you be interested in being part of an important, impartial service provided to parents and schools?

If you have answered yes to any of the above, please consider applying to be become a Volunteer School
Appeals Panel Member
Why be a panel member?
For some people the work is helpful for their career, providing them with relevant work experience. For
others, it is rewarding in itself to give people the chance to state their case.
Appellants often become clearer about the options open to them during a hearing and the reasons why a
place was not offered at a preferred school.
What is the role?
All parents or carers have the right to make an appeal to an independent appeal panel if their child is not
offered a place at their preferred school. The role of the panel is to decide whether a child who has been
refused a place by an admission authority, should be given a place. All parties involved must be afforded an
appeal hearing that is transparent, accessible, independent and impartial. The appeal panel is independent
of the local authority and their decisions are binding on all parties, unless overturned by the courts.
An Appeals Panel is made up of 3 trained panel members:
 Lay members – those without personal experience in the management of a school or provision of
education in any school (except as a school governor);
 Education experienced members – those who have experience in education, are acquainted with
educational conditions or who are parents of registered pupils at school.
The Panel is supported by an independent Legal Clerk who advises the Panel on points of law and procedure
and takes notes during the Hearing.
What will I be doing?
 You will be sitting on independent admission appeal panels
 Ensuring that parents feel they have had a fair and independent hearing, have been given every
opportunity to put their case and have been taken seriously
 Volunteers must be able to listen to two sides of a case and weigh up evidence objectively and impartially.
To ensure impartiality, panel members must not be elected Members or employees of the County Council who
work in education, or on the governing body of the school concerned with the appeal. However, they can be
on the governing body of an unconnected school. They must also not be involved in the management or
provision of education in any school.
How much time do I need to give?
This can vary depending on the level of commitment you wish to give. While appeals are held throughout the
year, the peak months are between April and July. The appeals are arranged for half a day or a full day.
Location of Hearings
Hearings will be held either virtually using Microsoft TEAMS or face-to-face at various locations around
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.
Do I get paid?
The role of a panel member is voluntary so is unpaid.
We do however offer to reimburse out of pocket expenses such as travel, lunch (max £3.50) or car parking.
At the current time all hearings are being heard virtually. To cover your time and electricity costs, we are
offering a financial contribution of £15 per full day or £7.50 per half day of appeals that you sit on.
More information
If you require further information or would like an informal to chat to discuss the above, please contact
samantha.bacon@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or
zoe.shanahan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
La Jolie Ronde online French classes
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Guilden Morden Village Market
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Every game is winnable if you change your mind about what the prize should
be and your perspective about the players at the table.”
Shannon L. Alder

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
Royston
Hertfordshire
SG8 0PD
Phone: 01763 852474
E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

