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“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement.  
Nothing can be done without hope and confidence.” 

Helen Keller 

Message from Mrs How: 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already booked an appointment 

at next week’s parents evening.  The system is still ‘live’ for those 

who are yet to book or alternatively please contact the school 

office if there is a problem. 

 

Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 are provided with fruit or 

vegetables as a healthy mid-morning snack and we are 

impressed with how many children take up this offer.  At Key 

Stage 2 (years 3-6) we invite children to bring a healthy snack 

form home.  We ask that these snacks are mainly fruit or 

vegetable based to support our commitment to developing 

healthy lifestyles.  Recently we have seen a number of crisp 

packets in the playground bins which tells us that some children 

are either bringing these from home for playtime, or are raiding 

their packed lunch boxes mid-morning. All KS2 children have 

been reminded this week about our expectations for snacks and 

that if we see them with crisps etc. they will be asked to put them 

away for lunchtime (if a packed lunch) or to take them home.  

Please help us with this and check what your child is bringing to 

school and make it clear what should be their snack and what 

should be left until lunchtime.   

 

Our player/reflection space has been updated with the theme of 

Lent.  It reminds children that Lent is the time for new 

beginnings and that Christians believe that with God’s help we 
can decide to do things differently or change our habits.  

Children are encouraged to ‘turn over a new leaf’ by writing 

about a habit they would like to change and reflecting or praying 
for help in that.  Your child may choose to bring their leaf home 

to share with you. 

  Friday 3rd March 2023 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 
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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 
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Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Spring 2023 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:                £12.00 

1st half term £64.80 

2nd half term £72.00 

Whole term £136.80 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

March  

7th  Parent consultations (except Yr 2) (3.30pm  -  6pm) 

9th Parent consultations (3.30pm  -  7pm) 

13th STEM Week 

13th - 17th  Year 6 residential trip  to Peak District 

16th  Parent consultations (Yr 2 only) (3.30pm  -  6pm) 

28th  Easter Church Service (pupils only) 

29th Year 3 coffee morning (time tbc) 

29th - 31st Year 5 residential trip to Grafham Water 

31st Last day of Spring Term 

 

April 

17th INSET day (children  not in school) 

18th  Children return  to school 

 

May 

3rd Reception class trip to Standalone Farm 

Parents Consultation meetings 
 
Parent consultation meetings will take place next 

Tuesday 7th March* (3.30pm – 6pm) and Thursday 9th 

March  (3.30pm – 7pm). (*Year 2 Parent consultations 

will take place on Thursday 9th March (3.30pm – 7pm) 

and Thursday 16th March (3.30pm – 6pm)).  All 

meetings will take place in your child’s classroom. 

 

Bookings are open via Parentmail. 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by 

email on 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  

12 noon if your child’s home time 

arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is 

being collected with another child to let us 

know; we've had a number of occasions 

when the office has had to make last-

minute phone calls at the end of the day 

for this reason.  

Tummy upsets 
 
There seem to be a few tummy bugs working 

their way around school at the moment,.   

 

Please remember that there is a 48-hour 

period after any episode of sickness or 

diarrhoea which children must be kept off 

school.  This is in line with guidance from the 

Public Health Agency: see https://

www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/

files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%

20schools_poster.pdf for more information. 

Head lice 
 
Please note that staff have identified a number of cases of head lice around the school. Please could we 

ask you to check and treat your child/children as required. 

 

The NHS advice is as follows: 

 

Wet combing 
Lice and nits can be removed by wet combing. You should try this method first. 

You can buy a special fine-toothed comb (detection comb) online or from pharmacies to re-

move head lice and nits. (The Nitty Gritty comb gets particularly good reviews) 

 

There may be instructions on the pack, but usually you: 

 wash hair with ordinary shampoo 
 apply lots of conditioner (any conditioner will do) 
 comb the whole head of hair, from the roots to the ends 

It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short hair, and 20 to 30 minutes for long, frizzy 

or curly hair. 

Do wet combing on days 1, 5, 9 and 13 to catch any newly hatched head lice. Check again 

that everyone's hair is free of lice on day 17. 

 

See also https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ for further information. 



News from Starling Class (Reception) 
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Hello from Starling Class! 
 
The children all looked fantastic in their World Book 
Day costumes. We focused on the book ‘We Are 
Britain’ by Benjamin Zephaniah alongside the rest of 
the school. We particularly enjoyed the poem ‘Trees 
Please’ about a little girl called Prita. We then 
thought about what makes us special and wrote a 
class poem to reflect all of our unique qualities.  
 
The children have had a wonderful week exploring 
the composition of ten, including all of the number 
bonds to 10. We have been learning about the 
country of Germany and have practiced saying 
“Guten tag” when answering the register. We have 
also been learning about and looking for the first 
signs of Spring and even spotted some daffodils in 
our outside area. We have been reviewing our Phase 
3 Phonics learning and applying our knowledge to 
reading and writing too! 
 
The words we have been learning this week are:  
 

 

Incessant Something that continues without stopping 

Coax To gently talk someone into doing something 

Companion Someone who you spend time with 

Stubborn Not willing to change an opinion or action 

Chide To speak to someone angrily because of their bad behaviour 

Standalone Farm Trip 
 
We have unfortunately had to move the date for our trip to 
Standalone Farm; we will no longer be going on the 22nd March 
and the trip will now take place on Wednesday 3rd May. Other than 
the date all details remain the same and packed lunch orders will 
be made for this day instead of the original date. 



 
Next week we will be shifting our attention to 
Mother’s Day. We will continue exploring 
composition of ten and will be reading and writing 
using our Phase 3 Phonics skills.  
 
The Yellow Bananas were fantastic in Show and Tell. 
Next week, it will be the turn of the Green Apples. 
We are focusing on Spring and/or growing so an 
item relating to that would be wonderful but not 
compulsory. Thank you.  
 
Please ensure coats, water bottles and book bags are 
in school every day please. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
Mrs. Meridew, Mrs. Monks, Mrs. Brown and Mrs. 
Keech  
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News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

We have had a good week, using the marionettes the children made last week (and 
which I took home to string together) to think about what we needed to make them. 
The children then moved on to writing their instructions, using imperative verbs 
(bossy words) to direct someone else to have a go at making their model.  
 
What a wide range of lovely World Book Day characters we had in class today – it has 
been a great day listening to all the different types of books the children enjoy reading 
and listening to at home and learning about their favourite characters and stories (or 
poems!). 
 
In Maths, we have been looking at how to add numbers together, thinking about how 
the knowledge we already have can help us to add bigger numbers, if we use our 
knowledge wisely, and will continue to help us as we move through the school. Some of 
the children ‘know’ their number bonds to 10 (8+2; 7+3 etc. and some know their 
number bonds within 10 (5 +2/ 6+1/ 3 +4 = 7) but when we were trying to use this 
knowledge, it became evident that even the most confident mathematicians were not 
using their knowledge effectively! So we played a game… 
 
Roll 5 dice and TALK about HOW you can add them up! So, we rolled: 
 

 
 
Some started with the biggest and added them all together, some started with the 
smallest, some just added them randomly. It was interesting to watch! 
 
We talked about efficient ways to add: e.g. 6 +4 =10; +5 = 15; knowing that 3+1=4; 
adding 15 and 4 to make 19. 
 
However, we also considered 5 + 4 = 9. To add 6 you could use one of the dots to make 

9+1=10, then add the other 5 to get to 15, then adding 3 and 
1 to make 19. 
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We talked about there not really being a ‘right’ way, but that the most important thing with this 
‘game’ is to really discuss efficient methods of adding – not counting all the dots one by one  -  
using the children’s knowledge of their bonds to and within 10. This really will help with 
adding 44 and 36 or 1934 and 4952 in the future! If you have a go – have FUN! 
 
(I suggest using dice with dots rather than numbers. For those of you without 5 dice knocking 
around your house, ‘Pair-o-dice’ is a free app with no ads – just choose the number of dice you 
want). 
 
Please also practice using number bonds to 10! (1 + 9; 2 + 8; 3 + 7; 4 + 6; 5 + 5) 
 
We have had an assessment week in Phonics and will be sending home a list of which sounds 
your child is not yet confident at recognising as soon as possible. Some children are happy with 
all the graphemes taught so far and just need to keep reading to develop fluency and 
understanding. Using different voices for different characters and developing inference skills is 
something those children will be moving on to in class.  
 
Thank you for your continued support in reading at home with your children (listening to them 

AND reading to them) sending in water bottles or getting PE kits back to use straight after club 

days. We really do appreciate your help.  

 

Have a super weekend! 

 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Andrews and the Year One Team 

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection 
 

The theme for this week’s assemblies was Happiness, with Monday’s Bible reading coming 

from Luke 1 v5-19.  This is the story of how Elizabeth and Zechariah were desperate for a 

child and finally God answered their prayers with a very special baby who became known as 

John the Baptist.  We thought about how their feelings of joy and 

happiness must have been mixed with other emotions such as fear and 

doubt, especially as they were both quite old at this point.  Children 

shared what makes them feel happy and we prayed that we could use our 

positive feelings to help those who were perhaps looking sad or upset.  

We also thought about the quote attributed to Dolly Parton, “If you see 

someone without a smile, give them one of yours”. 
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  Would you or anyone you know like to buy  

the school a book? 

 
The school council have spoken with children and 

teachers about books we think we would enjoy 

reading in school. If anyone would ever feel like 

buying the school a book, we have set up a wish list. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/MR5YPP3QSVM5 

 

You can click on a book and say who it is from if you 

wish. The book would automatically be sent to us. 

Thank you very much. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/MR5YPP3QSVM5
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 

12 

Yep, hard work seems to have become our new normal! Long may it continue.  
 
In maths, we concluded our current work on 
measurement by thinking about perimeter. We 
measured accurately using the most appropriate unit 
from metres, centimetres or millimetres. Next week 
we will begin work on fractions.  Eating pizza is a very 
helpful aid for fractions, you would be surprised how 
much fraction work you can do. So pizza for tea 
please! 
 
In English, we finished working on our instructions to 
mummify a body. We reminded ourselves about the 
importance of instructions being clear, in the correct 
order and containing imperative verbs. To add to 
these essentials, we added adverbs, and additional details.  Can you spot these things in the 
instruction extract below?  
 

3. The next step is disgusting; the removal of the brain through the nose. Force the hook 
up the nose to fragment the brain; (if you are squeamish, you may want to get a friend to 
do it for you). After that, carefully scoop the brain out and discard. 

 
In French, we have learnt how to say more about ourselves and answer everyday greetings. We 
are now able to ask and appropriately answer the following; How are you? What is your name? 
How old are you? When is your birthday?  We hope to set up another Zoom call with the French 
school before Easter. 
 
In topic work, we finished our flappy books about our chosen 
gods, they are in our topic books ready to share with you at our 
next coffee morning on 29th March.  
 
In PSHE we continue to think about the question ‘ What does it 
mean to be British?’ by discussing the similarities and difference 
between back grounds and cultures that make up our class.  



 
 
In RE we continue to investigate the Big Question , Why do Hindus want to collect good Karma?  
We looked at what Karma is and how a Hindu can achieve Moksha. We also discussed how it 
feels to get closer to the finish and to fall behind with our goal through playing Snakes and 
Ladders. This game originated from India to teach the children how to go higher in life and avoid 
doing wrong. 
 
This year’s Book Day was another success, thank you for the effort with costumes; the children 
had lots of fun. Please see next week’s Star for an overview of the day.    
 
During the week, I have reminded the children about the importance of their spelling frame and 
Mathletics work. They really do need to do their best to complete the set activities and tests 
(spelling frame) each week.   
 
Thank you for all those who have signed up for a parent consultation appointment, if you have 
not managed to do so yet, there is still time. If next Tuesday or Thursday do not work for you, 
please see me to make a time on a different day. 
 
Thank you also for the responses about the visits in the Summer term; I am now able to go ahead 
and start to get things sorted. However I am still not at a stage to guarantee they will definitely 
take place, so please do not tell the children yet. 
 
Weekly home activities  
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in the reading 

diary. 
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame  
 Tackling table practise.   
 
Dates for the diary 
 Parent consultation evenings 7th and 9th March 
 Wednesday 29th March coffee morning  
 
Many thanks 
 
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  
  
From Mrs Seward and the Year Three team 
 
PS 
Canopic jars are ready to come home, please send in a small bag 
or box for transportation. The children are very proud of them; it 
would be a shame if they got damaged on their way home. 
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News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

We have enjoyed hearing about the different types of books the class enjoys as 

part of book week discussions. There were some very imaginative costumes! 

Throughout the week we focused on looking at the life and work of performance 

poet Benjamin Zephaniah – we found his poems really come alive when he 

performs them. We discussed his collection of poems about people who live in 

Britain and used one of these as inspiration to create a whole class poem.  

 

Our discussions in PSHE have given us the opportunity to talk about how we can 

be effective learners and give ourselves the best opportunity to focus on our 

work. We have talked about what might distract us - this might be our own 

thoughts or something that is out of our control, such as background noise. 

Following one activity, where we had all been engrossed in the task, we collected 

our ideas about what it feels like to ‘manage your distractions’ and to be 

absorbed in our work. 

 

In Maths, we are looking at efficient methods for multiplication and division 

(including remainders) of two digit numbers by a single digit. This is a chance to 

practise the setting out of our work so we are communicating our working in a 

clear and organised way. 

 

I look forward to meeting with you next week to discuss your child’s progress.  

 

Mr Beavan and the Year 4 Team 
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Smarties are trialling a new way for parents/carers to book on the holiday club.  
 
Go to https://forms.office.com/e/eyaYY3QRV9 

https://forms.office.com/e/eyaYY3QRV9


News from Heron Class (Year 5) 
This week we have worked hard to push forward with our learning in class. In Maths, we 

have continued with our work on multiplication. After a successful start with using the grid 

method for multiplication, we moved onto using the compact method. We spent some time 

recapping our work from Year 4 first by multiplying 2 digits by 1 digit numbers. Then we 

moved onto multiplying 2 digit by 2 digit numbers.  This has proved to be quite challenging 

but we broke it down into manageable steps and are now feeling more confident.  We will 

continue to look at multiplication and division methods of calculation next week. 

 

Our work in English on myths and legends has continued. We have planned our own myths 

and spent some time thinking about the hero/heroine in our story and describing them in 

more detail using expanded noun phrases containing adjectives and prepositions. We have 

also looked at creating nouns using the suffix –ship. 

 

We studied a key figure in the Roman invasion of Britain in History and looked at how she 

has been described using different historical sources.  We thought she sounded like quite a 

formidable character! We looked at how she has been depicted in various artworks and 

statues. 

 

In Science this week, we have started a new topic – plants. We considered how we can 

prove that plants are living things using the same criteria that are applied to animals and 

began to explore the ideas of plant respiration, nutrition and excretion.  

 

We are continuing to share all of the homework projects which are coming into school.  We 

would be grateful if any outstanding ones could be sent into school by the end of next week. 

 

You will have noticed that PE kits came home on Wednesday.  As is quite often the case, our 

PE session began in glorious sunshine and ended in a downpour, hence the need for PE Kits 

to be washed! We would be grateful if PE bags could be returned to school on Monday and 

include a full kit.  Thank you for your help with this. 

 

We look forward to meeting with you all next week for our Parent 

Consultations on either Tuesday or Thursday.  Please sign up for 

an appointment if you haven’t already done so.  One final 

reminder, can all Bikeability permission slips be returned to the 

office as soon as possible. 

 

With thanks for your continued support. 

The Year 5 Team. 

17 



 

18 

In English, we are continuing with our topic on persuasive writing. 

We have focussed on using emotive language, and the differences 

between fact and opinion and how sometimes opinion can be 

‘dressed up’ as facts. We have also examined modal verbs – ask 

your child about what they are and how they can be used in 

persuasive writing. Finally, we looked at the differences between 

formal and informal writing and the children wrote pieces based on 

the same headline both formally and informally. 
 

This week, in Maths, we have continued to look at equations and 

formulae in algebra. Algebra is about replacing numbers with 

letters and thinking about how a formula could work to solve 

problems. Many found this challenging but persevered well. We 

will continue with looking at linear number sequences next week.  

 

In Science, we have 

been studying the human body. As well as looking at the 

skeleton, teeth and the heart we have looked at the role 

different organs play within the body. Check out some 

of the children’s research and posters that they 

produced. 

 

The children are looking forward to the residential trip 

and we hope the weather will be ok, although snow is 

forecast for next week!  A reminder that if your child 

needs medication please bring this in, with the 

completed form, on Monday (13th March) morning and 

hand it in to Mrs Weddepohl or Mrs Barbour please. We anticipate leaving around 9.15-9.30 on 

Monday and returning before the end of the school day on Friday. A reminder that the children will 

need a packed lunch and water in a named water bottle in a small rucksack for the journey to 

Derbyshire. 

 

A reminder that next week is 

parental consultations. 

 

The next homework will be due 

in on 9th March. 

 

Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Mr Baker and the  Year 6 

Team 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 
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Term Dates 2023 - 2024 
  

Autumn term begins   Tuesday 5th September 2023 

Autumn half term   Monday 23rd October - Friday 27th October 2023  

Autumn term ends   Wednesday 20th December 2023 

INSET Days     Friday 1st September  

(pupils not in school)  Monday 4th September 

  

Spring term begins   Thursday 4th January 2024  

Spring half term    Monday 19th February – Friday 23rd February 2024  

Spring term ends    Thursday 28th March 2024  

 

Summer term begins   Tuesday 16th April 2024  

Early May Bank Holiday  Monday 6th May 2024 

Summer half term   Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2024  

Summer term ends   Friday 19th July 2024  

INSET Days     Monday 15th April  

(pupils not in school)  Monday 3rd June 
     Monday 22nd July 

Queen Mother’s Handwriting Award 
 

It was during a visit to the East of England Show in 1976 that The Queen Mother expressed an 

interest in children’s handwriting saying.  ‘Clear handwriting is an essential 

element of communication and self-expression.  It is for this reason that I felt 

able to suggest to the East of England Show organisers, during a visit to the 

Schools Area in 1976 that I would support an initiative directed at improving 

children’s writing skills.’  

  

The competition was set up in her name the following year. Following the sad 

death of the Queen Mother, the East of England Agricultural Society wrote to 

Her Majesty The Queen and asked if they could continue the competition in 

memory of The Queen Mother.  Her Majesty kindly agreed and so the competition continues.  

  

Please read carefully the guidelines in the schedule on how to enter, taking note of the details to go 

on the back of each entry.  Go to .https://www.eastofengland.org.uk/education/handwriting-

awards/ for entry information. 

 

Please note: Entries close 12 noon on Monday 20th March    



 
 
 
 
 

 
Cleaner Vacancy 

10 hours per week, £10.50 per hour term time  
Starting ASAP 2023 

 
We are seeking to recruit an enthusiastic and motivated part time Cleaner.   
 
There is some flexibility when the hours could be worked and can be either directly 
before and after school, 5 days per week.  
Option 1 - 7.30 – 8.30 am and 1 hour between 3.30pm and 5.30pm 
Option2 – 3.30 – 5.30pm 
 
This post may be suitable for someone wanting to work around their studies. 
 
The post holder will join our cleaning team and be responsible for ensuring the building 
is cleaned to a safe, high standard at all times. 
 
If you are interested in this position, please see school website for further information 
and an application form. Applications should be sent to Mrs Alisa Lopez-Adcock e-mail 
ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
 
We are committed to stringent safeguarding procedures and applicants will be subject to 
a full enhanced DBS check.  Please note, references will be requested prior to interview.  
As an equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all members of the 
community. 
 
Closing date: Monday 27th March 10.00 am 2023 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 
7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 0PD 

Tel: 01763 852474 
Email:  office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website:  www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
  

Headteacher: Mrs Tracey How 

mailto:ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
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Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

French Saturday Club 

Modern Foreign Languages  Tuition 

Royston Hockey Club Juniors Section 

Biggleswade Swimming Club 

Oxford & Cambridge Singing School  -  Easter course  

Hertfordshire Performing Arts Easter Stage School 

Anglesey Abbey—Spring/Summer 2023 

Perse Summer School 2023 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream. 
Lew Brown   

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/friedrich-nietzsche-quotes

