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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”
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Regular articles

The results are in!
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After some very complicated calculations to allow for differing
group sizes, the sports day results were announced in Monday’s
assembly.
First place (333 points)
Packham
Second place (273 points)
Yousafzai
Third place (200 points)
Rashford
Forth place (140 points)
Rosen
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The Sports Day trophy, adorned with green ribbon, was presented
to Neve and James on behalf of the winning house and has returned
to its place in our trophy cabinet.
As well as sports day results, we now have all of our internal and
external assessment results ready to share. Individual outcomes of
the KS2 SATs, the Y4 multiplication check, KS1 SATs, phonics
screening and Early Years assessments will be included with your
child’s end of year report. We aim to send all these out by
Parentmail at the end of next week.
Thank you to parents who gave feedback on our new school dinner
system. Our intention to reduce spending and food waste has
sadly not been successful. With not all parents making their
selections in time, the kitchen staff have had to continue to
purchase and prepare food “just in case” and the challenge with
Parentmail meant that unless parents made a note of the selections,
sometimes meals were ordered, forgotten and a packed lunch was
sent in as well.
Over the next couple of weeks we will discuss a way forward and
confirm arrangements for September by the end of term.
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“To educate a man in mind and not in morals
is to educate a menace to society.”
Theodore Roosevelt

School Meal Charges
Summer 2022
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£65.80
£70.50
£136.30

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

July
12th

Year 6 matinee performance (1.45pm)

12th

PTA preloved uniform sale (3pm)

13th

Year 6 evening performance (6.30pm)

14th

Year 3 coffee & cake (9.15am—10am)

15th

Year 6 leavers’ party (4.30—7pm)

18th & 19th Year 6 move up day to BVC
22nd Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly (9.30am)
22nd Last day of Summer term

September

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent
please advise us on 01763
852474 (Option 1) and
leave a message on the
absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t
use this aspect of the
system and so this won’t
be seen.

1st

} INSET days

2nd

} Pupils not in school

5th

Pupils return to school (Years 1—6)

8th & 9th Reception pupils half day
12th

Reception pupils in school full time

School lunch pricing—
from September 2022
Following the price increases we
are seeing in food and electricity
we have reviewed our school
lunch charges and the cost of a
school meal will go up from
September 2022 to £2.40.
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Notice Board
Symptoms of COVID-19, flu and
common respiratory infections
include:












continuous cough
high temperature, fever or chills
loss of, or change in, your normal sense of
taste or smell
shortness of breath
unexplained tiredness, lack of energy
muscle aches or pains that are not due to
exercise
not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry
headache that is unusual or longer lasting
than usual
sore throat, stuffy or runny nose
diarrhoea, feeling sick or being sick

For more information go to https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/people-withsymptoms-of-a-respiratory-infectionincluding-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratoryinfections-including-covid-19

Playground
Parents are asked to ensure that their children,
whether those who attend school or younger
siblings, do not play in the gazebo or on the play
structure at school pick up time. This is to
ensure everyone’s safety and prevent any
damage to these valuable structures. Please
ensure that once on the school premises, bikes
and scooters are walked, not ridden.

School uniform
Please, please ensure that your child’s
belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) are
all labelled with your child’s name. We have a
number of jumpers and other items which have
been misplaced by their owners which we can’t
return as they don’t have the child’s name
inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.

Home Time Arrangements
Please ensure that you advise the office by email
on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by 12
noon if your child’s home time arrangement
will be different from usual.
Please also remember that if your child is being
collected with another child to let us know;
we've had a number of occasions when the office
has had to make last-minute phone calls at the
end of the day for this reason.

Emails to the school office
When emailing the school office,
please ensure you use your child’s first
name, surname and their class/year
group. This means that office staff,
particular those who aren't’
necessarily familiar with all the
children’s names, can quickly action
your message as appropriate.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class!
This week the children have been thinking all about comparing seaside holidays in the
past to the present. We had a discussion about how buildings, clothing, activities and
transport has changed over time. We shared their own experiences of beach and seaside
holidays and visits and the children had lots of fond memories to share.
In PE this week the children were demonstrating strength and bravery on the Play
structure and revisiting their Balance Bike skills from the Spring Term. For the next few
weeks the children’s PE sessions will be practicing their Balance bike skills and
confidence and building up
more points for their Houses.
In Maths this week we have
revisited the teens numbers
from 11 to 20 with the aid of
Numberblocks. We have used
part-whole models, number
lines and tens frames with
counters to demonstrate how
to make those numbers. We
also discussed how many tens
and how many ones make
those numbers, if they were
odd or even numbers and if
they know which double
makes them.
In Phonics this week, we revisited our Phase 3 phonemes and we looked at the Harder To
Read and Spell words (AKA tricky words) which tie in with the new Phonics scheme
which we will be using from September (don’t panic, there will be another fun filled
Phonics workshop to inform you all in the Autumn Term). The children worked really
hard in teams to identify the spoken word, matching the tricky words, identifying the
tricky parts of the words and generally having fun with the words. These words have
been sent home for your information this week, ask your child to have a practice at home
over the next few weeks, choosing a few to revisit at a time.
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Please remember to keep practicing
the Phase 2 and Phase 3 phonemes at
home. The children will find spelling
and reading much easier and quicker if
they are more confident with their
phonemes, particularly the digraphs
and trigraphs.
In Group sessions this week, the
children have been using and applying
their Phase 4 Phonics knowledge to
sentence writing, answering Yes/ No
questions, playing buried treasure
games and reading sentences with
those pesky Phase 3 digraphs and
trigraphs in them.
Please remember that due to the changeable weather, children will need to bring in water
bottles, sun hats, coats/rain jackets, jumpers and cardigans EVERY DAY. All children will
also be required to wear sun cream as they spend most of their day outdoors!
Next week will be the turn of the Green Apples for Show and Tell.

Thursday 21st July - a date for your diaries: we will be having a Pyjama Pirate Party
for the children to celebrate their first year at school. You will receive a Parentmail next
week with more
information, so keep your
eyes peeled!
Have a wonderful weekend!
Mrs Meridew, Miss Webb,
Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
In English this week the children have
been writing a fairy-tale. Using the story
maps from last week the children have
used traditional fairytale language
and followed the 'Jack and the
Beanstalk’ plot to complete a whole
story.

All the children found it exciting to go
on a plant / weed hunt to draw,
labelling each part of a plant and
working out why each part was needed.
Who knew the stem is like a backbone?!
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Thank you to all the parents
who were able to attend the
games morning, the children
and staff had a fantastic time
and didn't want it to end.
Mrs Bowmer, Miss Blesic and
the Year One Team
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
We’ve all had a busy and eventful week this
week preparing for our class assembly and
we really enjoyed sharing it with you on
Wednesday morning. Thank you for all your
support with providing costumes – we really
appreciate it. Here are a few photos…

Reminders:Please can all children bring a clearly
labelled water bottle to school every day,
have suncream applied before school and
have a sunhat.

Thank you for your help with this.
Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Luebcke,
Mrs Daniels and
Mrs Brown
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
From Bewilderwood to Ashwell.
This week’s highlight was the walk to Ashwell.
In preparation for the walk and visit, we spent some time
reminding ourselves about the facts we have gathered so
far along our pathways through the past.
There is evidence of a settlement in Ashwell from as far
back as the Iron Age. We know this as archaeologists have
found evidence and artefacts in the form of postholes,
pottery remains, metalwork, and evidence of fires from domestic and early manufacturing. We
were able to talk knowledgeably about these and how they would have been used by the Celts
and the impact they had on the development of farming and daily life.
Jumping to the Tudors, we were able to talk about how and why
houses were built and what they looked like. We could remember
what show offs the Tudors were, given the chance, about how
wealthy they were. We also discussed how superstition about spirits
influenced their beliefs and lives. We listed what evidence we
expected to find in Ashwell about its Tudor past.

Another leap through time found us in the 1940’s. We expected
evidence of Ashwell life in this time to be more plentiful, there may
even be people to talk to that were actually there! We wrote a
considerable list of what could be stored in the museum about this
period.
Following all of these discussions we came up with a list of questions
to find out why people live in Ashwell today, what does it have to offer, why do people choose to
settle there and why do people stay?
The walk itself went very well, the weather was kind and we had lots of fun, although we were
sure the school had been moved further away while we were in Ashwell, as
the walk back seemed very long and much brisker than the walk there!
While in Ashwell, we had a snack and play in the park, visited the museum,
went in the church, had a walking tour of Ashwell, interviewed ‘Ashlothians’,
had a picnic, enjoyed an ice cream and had a very enthusiastic paddle in the
Springs, all before heading back to school for the end of the day. I cannot
imagine why anyone didn’t sleep well on Wednesday night.
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Back in the classroom, we have started work on creating a
leaflet about Ashwell today; we are doing this in small groups
so that we can share out all the work. This will form the basis
of our work until the end of the year (I can hardly believe I
have just written that last sentence, I do not know how we
have reached this point of the year so very soon, time flying
and fun!!)
Please remember next Thursday is our coffee and cake
morning, when you can come in and share the children’s topic
books from the year. If you would like coffee and cake, could I
please ask for cake donations, whilst I can manage to make coffee and
tea, my skills do not stretch to cake making. The last cake I made was
perfect for the rocks and soils in our soil layer trifle, earlier in the
year, and even then, there were complaints!
Star reader numbers have dropped;
This week’s secret
please remember this is the main source
of information for what is going on, and register code is… ‘Time
flies’
remind your friends to check. We still
have a couple of weeks left, with lots of
things going on.
Dates for the diary
14th July coffee and cake am 9.15am10am
Weekly home activities
· Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
· Books and diary must be in school daily please.
· Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work
for the children, logins for both are in
reading diaries
· Tackling Tables practise.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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News from Swift Class (Year 4)
This week, in our maths lessons we have been looking at the properties of shape. This has
included revising the names for different types of quadrilaterals (rectangle, square,
trapezium and rhombus ) as well as the vocabulary needed to describe angles (right, acute,
reflex and obtuse). If you can help your child find angles in different contexts as part of
looking at real life objects, this will help embed this knowledge.
We have enjoyed making baked spring rolls (春卷) learning how we
could safely chop the vegetables so that they were fine enough to
make the filling. We also learnt how to peel garlic cloves quickly and easily – just like Jamie
Oliver! Our filling included: courgettes, bean sprouts, soy sauce, carrots, peppers, garlic
and ginger. Several children stated that they already knew that they did not like
some of the ingredients, but we always encourage children to try things – even if
they have not enjoyed it in the past. Once they had created their spring rolls
they were much more open to trying things and found that many of them did
actually like them.
In computing lessons, we have been creating formulae in spreadsheets to instantly
give answers that will change in real time as the inputs were changed – some were
delighted that the maths could be done so quickly! We have also been thinking about how
some people may present ‘opinions’ as ‘facts’ and how someone can encounter persuasion
or influence online through different types of advertising. This led on to discussing why it
is important to develop critical thinking skills about what
information may be encountered online.
It is lovely to be able to take part in events with other classes once
again. Earlier in the week we enjoyed forming part of the audience for Year 2’s class
assembly, which was all about their work linked with the sea. Next week we are hoping
that we get to see Year 6 in their dress rehearsal for their end of year production.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
This week in Maths, we have been looking at polygons
and what makes these shapes regular and
irregular. We are getting good at drawing examples of
these.
In English we have been thinking about mystery
stories and next week we will continue with the
planning, drafting and editing process. We cannot wait
to see what the children decide to write. We are
expecting some very creative stories!
In Topic lessons we have continued to learn about
North America and we are trying to remember as many
of the capital cities as we can. We used the chrome books to research a region in
North America and we found out some fascinating facts.
On Thursday and Friday of this week, we were lucky enough to have the
opportunity to visit Bassingbourn Village College for the Year 5 Experience Days.
This is the first time these days have taken place for a number of years because of
COVID so everyone was very excited. These days are an opportunity for the children
to spend some time inside their local secondary school getting a feel for the
environment, the lessons and the staff. We are really pleased to say that your
children did you proud and behaved well throughout. On Thursday we had English,
Art, French and P.E. lessons and the plan for Friday is to try our hand at some Maths
and PSHE and then watch a show put on by the Village College students in the
afternoon. As we walked around the College, lots of familiar faces from previous
classes at Steeple greeted the children. This made them feel welcome and helped to
calm the nerves of a few of us who were feeling a little anxious about the unknown.
Friday afternoon back at Steeple contained another exciting
experience for Year 5 as ten members of the class took part
in the Rocksteady concert. More details to follow about this
in next week’s Star.
Have a lovely weekend,
The Year 5 Team
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week we have been continuing to rehearse
for our end of year production. We are all looking
forward to the performances next week. Please
could you ensure that all costumes are in school
for first thing on Monday morning as the children
will need them for the dress rehearsal (as well as
the performances on the following two days) –
thank you. You should also have applied for
tickets for the performance for the Tuesday
(1.45pm start) or the Wednesday (6.30pm start).
Could you
please
ensure that the children arrive at 6.00pm on
Wednesday 13th July. This will then give them time
to change and be ready for the start at 6.30pm. We
anticipate the performance will last around 45
minutes, therefore please pick your child up at
7.15pm (if you are not attending that evening’s
performance). Thank you.
Homework will
continue to be
linked to the
production.
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As well as rehearsing for the production the
students have continued with Art, Science, RE and
Geography. We plan to deliver our RSE programme
before the end of term; you should have received a
Parentmail about this earlier in the week.
Attached are some examples of the anime work we
have been drawing in Art lessons in recent days.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team
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Second hand uniform sale
after school Tuesday 12 July
donations in aid of the PTA
(guide price 50p per item)
please bring your old uniform to the school office
save money – help the environment – fund the PTA

Café Church is back!
This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11
during term time in Steeple Morden Church
Tea, coffee, home-made cake
Toys and lots of space for little ones
Do join us after school drop-off

17

19

Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes
Bonfitness Pilates
Multi Active Holiday Childcare
Steeple Morden Tennis Classes
Herts Performing Arts Summer Stage School
Summer Holiday Netball & Athletics Camps
Cambridge Summer Singing School
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Honesty is the fastest way to prevent a mistake
from turning into a failure.”
James Altucher
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