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“People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did,  

but people will never forget how you made them feel.” 

Maya Angelou 

Message from Mrs How: 
Here at Steeple, we continually look for ways to improve the learning and 

wider experiences of all children in our school.  Last term, Mrs Luebcke 

(in her Special Needs role) and I attended some training on behaviour 

management, which then certified us to deliver that training to other staff 

back at school.  This now means that all staff have received training in 

“Cambridgeshire STEPS” – a behaviour management approach which 

focuses on encouraging pro-social (rather than anti-social) behaviours.  It 

recognises that punishment rarely makes a difference to behaviours and 

the key to change is often an individualised therapeutic approach.  This 

fits well with our school ethos and reminded us of all the good practice 

that is already in place that we can build on.  
 

As with many schools across the country, we are seeing an increased 

number of children who are struggling to manage relationships and make 

positive behaviour choices.  Speaking to Headteacher colleagues, they all 

report similar experiences.  After the periods of lock-down there was a 

significant focus on addressing gaps in learning  but I think we are now 

seeing the longer term results of children who were disengaged from 

schools, isolated from friends and in some cases, living in situations 

where parents were struggling themselves. 
 

We are doing all we can to support everyone in school; whether this is 

providing therapeutic interventions or taking action to reduce the impact 

of anti-social behaviour on others.  We continue to seek advice and 

support from other agencies, but as you will be aware the NHS and Social 

Care systems are also at full capacity and waiting lists seem to be 

increasing every month. 
 

As part of our engagement with Cambridgeshire STEPS, we are also 

rewriting our behaviour policy.  Over the next half term this will be 

shared with children and parents, asking for any comments or 

suggestions which would help us to fulfil our commitment to “being the 

best we can be” for all the children in our care. 
 

We are advertising for some additional staff to support in 
classrooms and around the school.  Please see pages 5-7 for the 

adverts, and pass on to anyone who may be interested.  

  Friday 14th October 2022 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 

file://///tsclient/R/Staff%20Share/Star/thow.cfy/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/thow.cfy/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/thow/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Intern


  

 

2 

Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Autumn 2022 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:                £12.00 

1st half term £84.00 

2nd half term £91.20 

Whole term £175.20 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

October 

18th Parent consultation meetings (3.30pm—6pm) 

20th  Parent consultation meetings (3.30pm—7pm) 

24-28th Autumn half term 

31st Deadline for applications for secondary school 

 

November 

10th  Year 2 trip to Woburn Safari Park 

 

December 

14th Year 4 trip to Fitzwilliam Museum 

21st  Last day of Autumn term  

Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by email on 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  12 noon if your 

child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is being collected with 

another child to let us know; we've had a number of occasions 

when the office has had to make last-minute phone calls at the 

end of the day for this reason.  



Notice Board 
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School uniform 
 

Please, please ensure that your child’s 

belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) are 

all labelled with your child’s name.  We have a 

number of jumpers and other items which have 

been misplaced by their owners which we can’t 

return as they don’t have the child’s name 

inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.  

Playground 
 
Parents are asked to ensure that their children, 
whether those who attend school or younger 
siblings, do not play in the gazebo or on the play 
structure at school pick up time.  This is to 
ensure everyone’s safety and prevent any 
damage to these valuable structures.   Please 
ensure that once on the school premises, bikes 
and scooters are walked, not ridden.  

Emails to the school office 
 
When  emailing the school office, 

please ensure you use your child’s first 

name, surname and their class/year 

group.  This means that office staff, 

particular those who aren't necessarily 

familiar with all the children’s names, 

can quickly action your message as 

appropriate.   

Transfer to Secondary School—
applications now open! 
 

This is a reminder to parents/carers of all Year 

6 pupils that you will need to apply for a place 

at Secondary school for your child.  

Applications  are now open for September 

2023 and will close on 31st October 2022.  To 

apply for your child’s place you will need to 

apply through the Local Authority to which you 

pay council tax (for most of you that will be 

Cambridgeshire County Council, in which case 

go to https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/

residents/children-and-families/schools-

learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-

school).  Please note that Cambridgeshire 

County Council are not sending out letters as 

they have in previous years to remind you to 

apply. 

 

Parents who make applications before the 

closing date of 31st October will receive their 

offer for a secondary place for their child on 

1st March 2022.  Any late applications received 

after 31st October will be dealt with as ’late 

applications’.  We encourage you to apply in 

good time to ensure the best chance of 

obtaining one of your 3 school preferences. 

 

If you do not wish to apply online, then paper 

application forms are available on request if 

you call 0345 045 1370.    

 

If you  have any questions about the 

application or online processes please refer to 

the Cambridgeshire County Council  website  

or contact the Admissions Team. 



 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Assistant - Level 1b/2  
(dependent upon experience and qualifications) 

 

One full time or two part time teaching assistants to cover a total of 25 hours per 
week (term time only), fixed term appointment(s) to 31st August 2023 
 
We are looking to appoint one or two skilled, experienced Teaching Assistant(s) to support 
the teachers, groups of children and individuals during their lessons. In addition you will also 
be required to support pupils during lunch times. 
 
The successful applicant will: 

Have experience of working with primary aged children as a Teaching Assistant, Teacher, 
trainee or classroom volunteer. 

Be resilient, have a calm, patient approach and positive attitude. 
Be able to adapt plans and use ICT to support children’s learning. 
Be a team player and communicate effectively with staff and parents. 
Be passionate about making a positive difference to the lives of children, helping them to 

address gaps in learning and social experiences. 
 
If you are interested in this position, please see our website for a copy of the Job Description, 
full Person Specification and an application form. If you would like more information please 
email office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk. Applications should be sent to Mrs Alisa Lopez-
Adcock e-mail ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
 

We are committed to stringent safeguarding procedures and applicants will be subject to a 
full enhanced DBS check.  In addition, references will be undertaken prior to interview.  As an 
equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all members of the community. 
 

Start date: As soon as possible  

Closing date for applications: 4.00pm Sunday 30th October 2022 

Interviews will be held w/c 7th November 2022  

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 
7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 0PD 

Tel: 01763 852474 
Email:  office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website:  www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
  

Headteacher: Mrs Tracey How 

mailto:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk


 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1:1 Teaching Assistant - Level 1/2 depending on experience 
 

One full time or two part time teaching assistants to cover a total of 30 hours per 
week (term time only), to support a funded child currently in our reception class 
 
We are looking to appoint a skilled, experienced 1:1 Teaching Assistant(s) to support an 
individual child during their lessons and self-directed activity time. You will need to adapt 
plans and use ICT to support children’s learning.  In addition you will also be required to 
provide pupil support during lunch times. 
 
The successful applicant will have experience of working with primary aged children as a 
Teaching Assistant, Key Worker or Teacher. You will ideally have experience of adapting plans 
and using ICT to support children’s learning. Candidates need to be resilient, have a calm, 
patient approach and positive attitude, along with the ability to be a team player and 
communicate effectively with staff and parents. The successful candidate will be passionate 
about making a positive difference to the lives of children, helping them to address gaps in 
learning and social experiences. 
 
If you are interested in this position, please see our website for a copy of the Job Description, 
full Person Specification and an application form. If you would like more information please 
email office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk. Applications should be sent to Mrs Alisa Lopez-
Adcock e-mail ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
 

We are committed to stringent safeguarding procedures and applicants will be subject to a 
full enhanced DBS check.  In addition, references will be undertaken prior to interview.  As an 
equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all members of the community. 
 

Start date: As soon as possible  

Closing date for applications: 4.00pm Sunday 30th October 2022 

Interviews will be held w/c 7th November 2022 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 
7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 0PD 

Tel: 01763 852474 
Email:  office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website:  www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
  

Headteacher: Mrs Tracey How 

mailto:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk


 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Behaviour Support Worker - Level 3  
 

25 hours per week (term time only), initially fixed term to August 2023 but may be 
extended dependent on funding and pupil needs 
 
We are looking to appoint an experienced Behaviour Support Worker to support teaching staff with 
pastoral and behaviour management, supporting and assisting a number of children across our 
school.  This role will also include playtime and lunchtime support. In this role you will be working 
collaboratively on teaching and behaviour initiatives, supporting children both outside classroom and 
assisting them back into the classroom. A key element of this role is providing extra support in 
behaviour management under the supervision of the classroom teachers and SENDCo. It will also 
include contributing to the monitoring pupil progress in achieving pastoral and behavioural targets. 
 
Experience of supporting children displaying more challenging or difficult behaviours in a primary 
school setting is essential along with a qualification in classroom support and/or behaviour 
management. Successful candidates will need to respond flexibly to any given situation, including 
working one to one or integrating/supporting a child within the classroom. Excellent communication 
skills, being able to talk to children and staff in an appropriate manner are essential along with the 
ability to work flexibly and as part of a team, taking on board the suggestions of others to make 
improvements. STEPS training would be an advantage but not essential.  
 
If you are interested in this position, please see our website for a copy of the Job Description, full 
Person Specification and an application form. If you would like more information please email 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk. Applications should be sent to Mrs Alisa Lopez-Adcock, e-mail 
ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk. 
 
We are committed to stringent safeguarding procedures and applicants will be subject to a full 
enhanced DBS check.  In addition, references will be undertaken prior to interview.  As an equal 
opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all members of the community. 
 

Start date: As soon as possible. 

Closing date for applications: 4.00pm Sunday 30th October 2022 

Interviews will be held w/c 7th November 2022  

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 
7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 0PD 

Tel: 01763 852474 
Email:  office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website:  www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 
  

Headteacher: Mrs Tracey How 

mailto:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:ALopez-Adcock@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk


News from Starling Class (Reception) 

Hello from Starling Class! 
 
This week in Starling Class, we have reviewed all of our phonics learning so far and we 
have assessed the children against their harder to read and spell words, oral blending 
skills and GPC knowledge as well as learning a new grapheme: ss.  
 

 
 
In Maths this week, we have been thinking about “more” and 
“fewer” when comparing non-identical objects. In PE this 
week we learnt how to play the playground game ‘stuck in 
the mud’ in order for the children to have happy playtimes. 
They practiced getting changed for PE and had a go at 
linking their different fun gym shapes together and putting 
them into a sequence. We continued our thinking about 
Black History Month this week. Our significant figure from 
History this week was the nurse Mary Seacole. In RE this 
week, we were learning about Very Important People (VIPs) 
and how God is a very important person to Christians. The 
children enjoyed creating badges to give to people who they 
felt were very important in their lives.  
 

Next week, following on from our Phonics assessments, we are going to be revisiting our 
previous learning. We would appreciate your support with this at home by practicing the 
harder to read and spell words and the graphemes which 
can be found in your child’s homework folder. Speaking of 
homework folders… please ensure these are returned to 
book bags and are brought to school every day. We only 
have enough reading books for the children in the class 
and we use these as part of our Phonics learning so we 
need them in school daily please. This was difficult this 
week as numerous children did not have their books in 
school. It is helpful to us, if you record in your child’s 
reading record book each time you have read or 

completed some homework 
with them. Thank you.  
 
 

  Pronunciation Mnemonic Rhyme 

ss ss not suh Sunbathing snakes Swerve around the snakes 
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Our cloakroom is very small and we are struggling 
to accommodate large rucksacks in addition to the 
book bags. Each child at the beginning of term was 
kindly gifted a book bag by the PTA. This is the only 
bag the children need to bring to school daily. 
Please ensure it is used and that names are visible 
in the ‘peep hole’ of the bag. Thank you.  
 
There are lots of coughs and sneezes going around. 
Please remind your children to cover their nose and 
mouth when coughing and sneezing. Also if you 
could practice and encourage your child to wipe 

their own nose when needed please.  
 
We enjoyed the Purple Grapes’ first ever Show and Tell, they were 
so brave! Next week will be the Blueberries turn. Please can they 
bring in a family photo (which we will add into our family album, 
if you haven’t already) and in a small bag or shoe box, please bring 
in items that represent them i.e. favourite foods, colours, toys, 
pictures of their house/bedroom, special symbols e.g. religious/ 
cultural, anything that makes them them. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 

Mrs Meridew, Mrs Monks, Mrs Brown and Mrs Keech  

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection 
 

Monday’s assembly followed on from our Harvest theme of being thankful and remembering to 

say “thank you” to others.   Our Bible reading was Luke 17 v11-19 and told the story of how Jesus 

healed ten lepers (or “men with a dreadful skin disease” as our Bible described them) and only 

one returned to say thank you.  Some children thought that was perhaps 

because they knew Jesus would heal them and trusted him so didn’t think 

they would need to show their thanks.   

 

We compared this to our lives at school where so many people are kind and 
caring that we can sometimes take their good deeds and gestures for 
granted.  A simple “thank you” to someone who has held a door open or 
handed out some books can go a long way to making others feel happy. 



News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

The children loved smelling and tasting different 

things this week. We have learned a little about 

how we taste and smell, then had a go at trying to 

identify different smells when we couldn’t see 

them. Many children surprised us with knowing 

what coffee, lavender and cinnamon smelt like! 

After we had tasted some different items, the 

children thought about what they would like, using 

these ingredients, to have for food at an 

(imaginary) party! They accepted the challenge 

well to use their phonics knowledge to try writing 

some different foods.  

 

In English the children have written most of their ‘That’s not my…’ books now and we are 

looking forward to sending them to Starling class so they can hear some of our lovely 

stories. We think they will enjoy them very much. 

 

We are also coming to the end of our unit of work in RE looking at the question ‘What do 

Christians believe God is like?’ The children have been enthusiastic and engaged 

throughout the whole half term with this and have asked many interesting questions, 

which we have looked at together.  

 

In Phonics this week, we have been revisiting the sounds er (as in ladder) ure (as in 

treasure); and ow (as in snow) We have added these sounds to your child’s pack, please cut 

them up and let your child practise making words (real or nonsense!) as well as practising 

reading harder to read and spell words. These words should be in your child’s set – please 

use all of the words to build sentences at home.  

 

Thank you to those of you who are encouraging your 

child to read at home with you. PLEASE remember to 

record when you read 

with your child. We are 

aiming to read at least 4-6 

times a week. This really 

does increase their sight 

vocabulary and boost their 

confidence at being able to 

sound out words to read 

with more fluency.  
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Your child should have come home with another library book 

this week (If they returned it yesterday). We will aim to change 

them in the week after half term, on Thursday 3rd November.  

 

We are looking forward to seeing you all at parents evening next 

week. 

 

We hope you have a great weekend! 

 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Andrews and Mrs Carter 

 
Tackling Tables’ Together – Home Packs!  

 
For parents of children in Year 2  
Teachers will begin this in Year 2 in the Spring Term 2023 when 
multiplication is taught in the daily Maths lessons. 
 
 
For parents of children in Years 3-6 

 
We have been impressed with how enthusiastically the children work on their times tables using our school 
wide scheme ‘Tackling Tables.’ 
 
Teaching staff have noticed improvements in the children’s speed of recall and their understanding of the 
link between multiplication and division through using the cards in school so we are very hopeful that more 
practice at home with the cards will help even more. 
 
If you have not yet ordered your pack to practise at home, I will be placing a new order before the half term 
holiday. If you would like to purchase a pack please go to Pay360 where you will see the homepacks are 
available priced at £8.50. The final date for payment for this order will be Saturday 29th October. 
 
If your child is new to our school then we are sure you will have heard about this resource at your child’s 
‘Year Ahead’ meeting.  If you need any help please contact your child’s class teacher or I am happy to help 
with any queries. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support in teaching tables to your children! 
 
Jo Daniels 
Maths Subject Leader 



 
Consultation from Cambridgeshire County Council: 
Draft Transport Strategy 
 

The Transport Strategy team at Cambridgeshire County Council has developed three draft 
transport strategies that will set the County Council’s transport policy approach for the 
districts of Fenland and Huntingdonshire, and for active travel across the whole county. 
They are now consulting with all stakeholders and the public on the draft strategies to 
give you the opportunity to input into them before they are finalised and recommended 
for adoption in Spring 2023. They welcome your comments on the following strategies, 
and also ask for your help in spreading the word. 
-              Draft Fenland Transport Strategy 
-              Draft Huntingdonshire Transport Strategy 
-              Draft Cambridgeshire’s Active Travel Strategy 
 
The public consultation survey is now live and can be accessed on the consultation 
website here https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/. Please select which strategy 
you would like to find out more, read the draft strategy and provide your views by 
completing the online survey. The survey will close on Monday 7th November 2022. They 
welcome your response for any combination of the three strategies dependent on your 
interest. 
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Playtime snacks  
As many of you know, we are able to provide snacks for children in Reception and KS1 through a 
government funded scheme. At KS2 we encourage children to bring their own healthy snacks to 
enjoy at playtime and keep them going through the morning between breakfast and lunch.  
 
To help us encourage healthy lifestyles could you please check that any playtime snacks sent into 
school are fruit or vegetables rather than carbs and sweets? If your child also has a packed lunch, 
by keeping the snack separate we can ask children to leave lunch boxes alone until lunch time.  
 

Packed lunches  
We also keep an eye on children’s packed lunches, again to encourage healthy lifestyles and check 
that they have the essentials for a focussed afternoon of learning. We hope to find a balance of 
carbs, protein, fruit and veg and the all-important treat for dessert. However, we are noticing a 
few chocolate bars sneaking into the packed lunches which we would not encourage.  
 
As a self-confessed chocoholic I am not proposing any sort of ban on sweet items (and I know that 
some of the school dinners include sweet desserts; obviously produced within strict dietary 
guidelines) but I would ask please that chocolate bars are not sent into school. A rice cake with a 
chocolate topping or a cookie with chocolate chips is fine but please leave Kit-Kats, Curly-Wurlys 
etc for treats at home.  
 
Many thanks for your support with this. 

https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/
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Christmas Wreath Making Evening 

 
 

Steeple Morden Church of England Primary 

School  
 

Friday 2nd December at 7pm 

PTA fund raiser. 
  

Please bring own secateurs. 
  

Ticket: £33 all materials provided.  
Light refreshments included  

Tickets available from the school office, closing date Friday 4th November 



News from Owl Class (Year 2) 

This week the children have completed mini maths assessments to complete the place 

value block of learning. We have introduced addition and subtraction and the children 

enjoyed using 10s frames to find fact families for bonds 

up to and within 20.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, the children have been reading a series of letters from the text ‘Ask Dr K Fisher 

about animals’ by Claire Llewellyn. The children looked at the animals descriptions of their 

problems and Dr Fisher’s replies and then identified the key features of a letter.  (Address 

of sender, who the letter is written to, Dear…, yours sincerely, who the letter is from and the 

date.) The children also came up with actions to recall the difference between formal and 

informal letters.  

In our topic work this week the children planned an African 

grassland silhouette painting and started to mix colours to 

create either a sunrise or a sunset.  
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Reminders: 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Luebcke, Miss Blesic and the Year  2 teaching team 
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Please can we highlight, as we mentioned in the year ahead meeting that we do not 

wish homework to be stressful. We ideally want the children to rehearse their 

spellings, check in with Mathletics and read 4 times a week. We do appreciate that 

the children work hard in school and may therefore be tired, may have out of school 

commitments or have a busy family life that means homework is not always easy to 

fit in. If this is the case, we understand and ask for the focus to be on reading. Please 

contact us if you have any questions or concerns regarding homework. 

Thank you 

Please can all children bring a clearly labelled water bottle to school every day and with the weather 
getting colder bring a coat or a fleece. 

Reading books and reading logs to school every day please 

Yellow Spelling folders In school on Mondays please, ready for the new Spelling Frame set every  
Monday 

Mathletics set every Friday 

 
P.E kits in school in school every day please 

 



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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Another fun packed week in year three. 

 

This was a week of all things foxy, the children worked in their ‘fox groups’ to share the research 

they had each gathered. Each group had previously assigned fact areas for individuals to find out 

about.  Each group had someone working on; diet, habitat, tracks and signs, food chain, how to 

recognise a fox and life cycles. This activity was a chance for the children to not only demonstrate 

their research skills but also the work they had been doing on being a member of a group. All 

groups demonstrated both areas of learning well.  

 

On Monday afternoon, we started our next unit of 

science work all about the human skeleton and 

skeletal system. Many facts were introduced 

through the sharing of power points and videos, 

understanding of these facts was tested in a 

variety of games, puzzles and cross words.  These 

could only be solved or played by knowing and 

understanding skeletal facts. We also found out 

how muscles work in pairs to bring about 

movements, as one muscle contracts the other 

relaxes. These activities provided the focus of the 

afternoon lessons throughout the week. 

 

On Wednesday we returned to our addition and 

subtraction work in maths, we demonstrated our 

application of place value knowledge to help solve 

a variety of real life addition problems. Applying 

our place value understanding we sorted 

calculations in to those that would create a new 

10, or 100 and those that wouldn’t cross a 10 or 

100 boundary. 

 

We will develop our understanding of these more next week. 

 

In PSHE we considered the question when and how might we need help? We 

discussed a range of situations we may find ourselves in and thought about 

the level of help we might need and who we would need the help from. We 

also thought about how we might ask for help and how we might feel doing 

so. 



 

In French, with Mrs Mevillot, we revised basic greetings and learnt 

how to introduce ourselves. So far we know the vocabulary for 

‘hello’, ‘how are you?’, ‘my name is’ and ‘and you?’ We had a go at 

having short conversations using these phrases in any order. 

 

With Miss Smith, we developed our thinking about Christians’ 

promises by considering the story and actions of Abraham, and how 

he put his total faith in God, believing the promise that God had 

made to him. 

 

Thank you for your prompt signing up 

for parents evenings; I look forward to 

seeing you all next week. 

 

Dates 

 Next Wednesday 19th is our soup day, on the Wednesday please 

send in one vegetable that would be suitable to go into a 

vegetable soup. 

 Weekly home activities  

 Reading, please aim for at least 

4x weekly noting what has been read 

in the reading diary. 

 Mathletics and Spelling Frame  

 Tackling table practise.   

 

Reminder  

 Please name all clothing  

 Send books and diary into school 

each day 

 Recorders 

 
Many thanks. 
 

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  

 
 From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith 
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Save the Date! 

 

Saturday, 5th 
November 

We will need volunteers to 

support setting up, 

marshalling, and clearing up: 

please speak to a member of 

the PTA or email the school 

office at 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk  



News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

This week we have been developing characters through appearance, movement and 

speech. We have also been examining the lives of Anglo Saxons and where they came from 

before settling in Britain. We have started to create our own internal websites using simple 

html code about the life in Anglo Saxon times – the children are learning how to be logical 

and how to be exact with their typing as a human can still understand the text below but 

computer code is not as forgiving! 

 

I cdnuolt bleveiee taht I cloud aulacity uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. The pweor of 

the hmuan mind is azamnig, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr the ltteres in a wrod are, 

the iproamtnt tihng is cnoxtet and taht the frsit and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. 

The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it whotuit a pboerlm. 

 

Furthermore, we have begun recording of the school 

podcast, which ties into our work on pitch and volume in 

science as we can see the soundwaves on our editing 

software. 

 

We have been concentrating on looking closely at what 

we are drawing as again the mind is great at filling in the 

gaps, leading us to sometimes draw what we think we see 

rather than what is in front of us. The drawing at the top 

of the page was a child’s first attempt when I asked 

children to draw their hand. The central drawing is when 

the children were taught to really look and the lower 

drawing when they were also beginning to think about 

proportions. 

 

A little note that a number of children have been bringing 

items from home into school. This can cause distractions during the day as we are unable 

to ensure these items will not be lost or broken. However, please do help your child to 

remember to bring their reading record back into class from home as it helps us to monitor 

and broaden reading.  

 

I look forward to meeting you at parents evenings next 
week.  

 

Mr Beavan & the Year 4 Team 
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News from Heron Class (Year 5) 

 

It has been another busy week for us with lots of new learning. In English this week, we 

have begun work on persuasive writing.  We talked about some of the features of this 

genre  – using opinions as facts, writing in the present tense, choosing to write about one 

side of an argument, giving examples and details to name but a few. We also learnt how to 

use modal verbs (can, cannot, should, could, may, will, might) to indicate a degree of 

possibility in our writing which was our grammar focus this week.  We will be writing our 

own persuasive texts next week which may include arguments for and against plans to 

abolish playtimes! 

 

In Maths, we have begun a unit of work on addition and subtraction – reminding ourselves 

about which calculations can be worked out using mental methods and which calculations 

may need a written column method. 

 

Tackling Tables tests continue on a Friday morning and we are adding more and more 

certificates to our class total so far this term. 

 

In History this week we have been learning about how lives changed for children in 
Victorian times. We looked at the life and work of Dr Barnardo and how his legacy lives on 
in the Barnardo’s Charity today. We discussed the views held by different MPs at the time 
and the arguments for and against children working and looked at a range of Acts of 
Parliament which were introduced to try to improve working conditions.  We also enjoyed 
reading more of our class novel ‘Street Child.’ 
 
In Art we have begun to look at the work of William Morris – looking at examples of his 
work and trying out our own pattern making.  This will begin a unit on pattern and 
printmaking. 

         
 

We are looking forward to meeting with you next week at our 

Parent Consultations and discussing how your son or daughter 

has settled into the routines of Year 5. 

 

With thanks for your continued support. 

 
The Year 5 Team. 
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This week, in Maths, we have been looking at multiplication 

and division methods, both for mentally working 

calculations out and for written methods. In particular we 

studied long multiplication – ask your child how to solve 

calculations. Look at the examples shown here to help you. 

We will continue to examine strategies for using 

multiplication to solve varying problems, ranging from 

worded problems through to factors. Next week we will 

continue with working out division methods, including short 

and long division. 

 

In English, the class worked hard at drafting, writing and 

editing their newspaper report based on a heroic pigeon 

called Cher Ami from over a hundred years ago. Next, we 

will start on our new topic based on balanced arguments. 

The class will write a ‘cold text’, as they did for their 

newspaper reports, before looking at the features you would 

expect to find in a balanced argument text.  

 

This week we started our peer mediation training for the children who submitted letters 

wanting to take part in this. Once training is completed (hopefully by the end of next 

week), the successful trainers will be able to mediate on any friendship issues between the 

younger children during lunchtimes. 

 

Homework will continue to be set on a Friday and should be completed by the following 

Thursday please. Could I also make a big plea for everybody to keep learning their times 

tables as a good knowledge of them is essential to their understanding of solving 

mathematical problems. As I stated earlier we are currently studying written 

multiplication methods before we go onto examine division, factors 

of numbers, fraction and algebra – all of which a good recall of times 

tables is absolutely crucial to these areas of Maths. 

 

Thank you. 

Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 
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Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

Multi Active Holiday Childcare 

Steeple Morden tennis coaching 

French Saturday Club 

STEM Discovery Centre Halloween activities 

Herts Performing Arts October half term stage school 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Challenges are what make life interesting and  

overcoming them is what makes life meaningful.”  

     Joshua J Marine 


