Friday, 15th October 2021
steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How
Covid update
In the last week we have three positive cases attached to school – a
mixture of staff and pupils. Although all these cases appear to have been
contracted through positive family members it is a reminder that it is still
in and around our community. As you will know from the recent
Parentmail and media messages, Cambridgeshire schools have been
asked to put in some additional measures to try to prevent the spread as
none of us want to be in the positon of having to send children home.
The situation is challenging; when I needed a supply teacher this week
there was none to be found despite trying seven different agencies. On
this occasion, we could be creative with staffing in school but it is a worry
to know that the usual support systems are already beyond capacity.
We are doing what we can to keep things running as smoothly as
possible. Our plans to have more regular face to face assemblies and
gatherings of children is currently on hold and we have moved as much
as possible to virtual or remote options. But we need your help
 Continue regular LFTs for ASYMPTOMATIC children over 11 and
adults
 Book a PCR for anyone with any of the recognised symptoms
(booking and attending a test site gives a quicker response than the
home kits)
 Remember that the virus is still around and although you may feel
safe there are still a number of vulnerable people in the community.
Please do what you can to protect them.
One key measure to try and prevent the spread is ventilating our
building. This means that the majority of windows and doors are open to
facilitate airflow. Even with the heating on this means some parts of the
school are chilly and draughty. All children need to have jumpers and
coats in school every day. Even if your child doesn’t generally feel the
cold, sitting in a potentially draughty classroom all day is going to soon
become uncomfortable without adequate clothing. Layers are useful as
they can be removed should the temperature suddenly increase. Vests or
extra t-shirts underneath school tops are ideal. As always, please ensure
all clothing is clearly named – ideally with the name of its current owner!
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“I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”
Maya Angelou

School Meal Charges
Autumn 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£86.95
£79.90
£166.85

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at

October
19th
21st
25th– 29th

Parent consultations (via Zoom)
Parent consultations (via Zoom)
Half term

November
1st
3rd
5th
11th
19th
19th—21st

INSET Day (children not in school)
Year 6 trip to Duxford
KS1 Bonfire Activity Day
Remembrance Day Church & Memorial service
Nasal flu vaccinations
Christmas Tree Festival in Church

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

December
tba

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email

15th
tba
17th

KS1 performance to parents
& invited guests
Christmas Lunch
KS2 Christmas Church service
Last day of autumn term

Future events:
14-18 March 2022

Year 6 trip to Peak District

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

Parent Consultation Evenings
Please keep an eye out next week for a Parentmail message with the
Zoom invitation for next week’s parent consultation meetings. Please
note that bookings for the meetings close 72 hours prior to the evening
itself: so bookings for Tuesday appointments close at 3.30pm on
Saturday 16th and bookings for the Thursday meetings close at 3.30pm
on Monday 18th.
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Notice Board
School Photographs

Home Time Arrangements

You should have all received the proofs from the
school photos taken a few weeks ago. Please note that
the deadline to received free delivery of your order is
this Sunday, 17th October. Orders should be made
online at www.tempest-orders.co.uk. If you have any
problems, please contact Tempest on 01736 751555

Please ensure that you advise the office by
email on
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time
arrangement will be different from usual.

Transfer to Secondary School—
applications now open!
This is a reminder to parents/carers of all Year 6 pupils
that you will need to apply for a place at Secondary school
for your child. Applications are now open for September
2022 and will close on 31st October 2021. To apply for
your child’s place you will need to apply through the Local
Authority to which you pay council tax (for most of you
that will be Cambridgeshire County Council, in which case
go to https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school
-place/secondary-school). Please note that
Cambridgeshire County Council are not sending out letters
as they have in previous years to remind you to apply.
If you have any questions about the application or online
processes please refer to the Cambridgeshire County
Council website or contact the Admissions Team.

Would your child like to play in their very own
rock band?
Rocksteady in-school band lessons are the perfect
opportunity for your child to learn new skills, develop
friendships and have the time of their life.
Watch this short video to see what learning in a band
could do for your child’s well-being: https://
www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/watch-video/

It is really important to let us know as
soon as you are able to so we can ensure
messages get to the class in good time for
the end of the day. We appreciate that
there are times (ie when stuck in traffic)
when it isn't possible to let us know earlier,
but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an
email either on the morning of the change,
or the evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is
being collected with another child to let us
know; we've had a number of occasions
when the office has had to make lastminute phone calls at the end of the day for
this reason.

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please advise
us on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and
leave a message on the absence line
or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use this
aspect of the system and so this
won’t be seen.
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PTA News

Steeple Morden Primary School PTA : Bonfire and Fireworks 2021
It is with much sadness that I have to share the news that Steeple Morden School PTA are unable
to put on their usual bonfire and fireworks event this year. We have discussed our options and
tried to identify a workable plan but it is just not feasible this year.
The PTA committee membership has dwindled somewhat over the last couple of years as
experienced parents have moved on, along with their children and the usual events that aim to
engage and encourage new parents to become members of the committee have not been possible.
As a result, we simply do not have enough experienced and appropriately qualified volunteers
available to organise and run the bonfire and fireworks event this year.
I have no doubt that we would have many willing volunteers coming forward to help out on the
evening, but unfortunately we just have not got enough people available to do the planning and
organising for the event, including ensuring all the relevant Health and Safety standards needed
for an event of this kind are met. As I am sure you realise, the safety of all participants and
attendees has to be our first priority.
Please do not think this is the end of Steeple PTA Fireworks – we are fully intending to be back
next year, quite literally “with a bang”. We are planning some fun (and different) events over the
coming months to raise the profile of the PTA and hopefully this will raise money and also
encourage new members to join the existing small but committed team.
We are happy to welcome members who may have specific skills that could be used for a
particular event (maybe you are qualified to manage a bonfire, or have experience in organising a
race night) or people who are just keen to muck in and help wherever needed. Please look out
for future events and opportunities to come and meet us, or contact Candice McGrevy, one of the
committee members on candicemcgrevy@hotmail.com for more information.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class,
We have had a busy week in our Phonics sessions learning
four new phonemes e, u, r and our first DIGRAPH ck! We
have been applying our phoneme knowledge in our
reading and writing. We have been using phoneme frames
and sound buttons this week to help us with our blending
and segmenting in our sessions too! Our Maths sessions
had us adventuring into the land of 5! We loved giving and
receiving high fives, thinking about the order of numbers when we are counting to 5, what
five looks like and how we represent five in a number of ways.
In PE, we continue to practice putting on and taking off our PE kit
and uniform. Please can you help us by making sensible choices
about what uniform your child wears on PE days, i.e. if your child
is unable to fix buttons, please do not send them into school in a
shirt with top to bottom buttons. We actively encourage the
children to be as independent as possible as they feel a huge
sense of pride when they are able to complete a task
independently and we are seeing a high level of frustration when
they aren’t able to do things first time. We of course share the
mantra ‘practice makes perfect’ but that doesn’t always work! In
our PE sessions, we built on our static balance pose work from
last week and added in locomotion. We played ‘freeze’, which had
them moving around the room in different ways and when the children froze, they had to
control their movements enough to get into a specified balance pose (it is very tricky to go
from bunny hops into an aeroplane balance!) To add more challenge, we played musical
statues with the same idea of maintaining a balance pose once the music stopped. Well done
to Rashford house for winning the game!
The children have enjoyed learning about the artist Frida Kahlo
this week. We learnt about her life and how even when she was ill
or recovering from an accident, art helped her to express how she
was feeling at that time. This led to a discussion about what
activities we like to do to calm us or cheer ourselves up. We even
had a go at creating our own self-portraits inspired by Frida, and
we hope to attach photos of these in the STAR next week. To
deepen our experience further, we
learnt about Mexico as a country and
we learnt how to say Hello and
Goodbye in Nahuatl, which is the
language spoken in Coyaocan where
Frida Kahlo was born.
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This week’s Library excursion
sent us into the wilds of nonfiction. We looked at the key
differences between fiction and
non-fiction texts and shared a
non-fiction text together. After
half term we will be encouraging
the children to share their
thoughts and opinions about
their chosen library books,
whether they liked the book or
not and why as well as encouraging them to share their favourite
page.
Next week we will continue our Phase Two Phonics journey by learning the next four
phonemes. In Maths we will move our
attention to using and applying our
knowledge to think about addition and
subtraction whilst also thinking about
sorting with numbers to 5. We will
deepen our balance practice by
balancing on and along gym equipment.
Next week we will talk about celebrating
our differences, Black History month
and we will look at the American
portrait painter and sculptor Kehinde
Wiley.
I look forward to seeing all of you next week to discuss how well your child has settled in to
school, things that are going really well and things to work on where appropriate. It is a
short meeting, and lots of parents will need to Zoom into another teacher, so if we do run out
of time, then please email the office with anything you wanted to pass on or ask and I will get
back to you ASAP. That also means it is
really important that you join the
waiting room promptly for our meeting,
so I can keep to time.

Hope you all have a restful weekend.
Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs
Keech
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
Your children have been amazing this week!! Thank you for having such amazing little
people.
In Science on Monday, the children learned a few new facts about the nose as the organ
associated with their sense of smell – I wonder if they can remember any of those facts for
you!? The children then all accepted the ‘smell challenge’ over the week, trying to identify
some different common smells, using just their noses! Some were a little tricky, but
everyone enjoyed themselves!

In RE this half term, we have focused on what do Christians think God is like? We started
the topic by thinking what we thought God was like. We have looked at the story of the
Prodigal son, where the son asks for his inheritance money while the father is alive and
then he spends it all! The son is poor and hungry and looks after some pigs, but no-one
offers him any food! He decides to return to his father as a servant as his father feeds his
hired men. As he returns home the father is excited to have his son return and he throws a
big party. We were surprised because we thought the father would be cross or angry! We
found the hidden meaning of the story; Jesus told this story to tell people what God the
Father was like. We created paper boxes and drew the literal story around the outside and
then the following week we added the hidden meaning, 'love'.
In Music we have been learning to find the pulse of the music. The children enjoy moving
their bodies in different ways to find the beat. We have also been learning to talk about
music we have listened to by answering some of these questions. Do I like the music? Is the
pulse fast or slow? How many voices can I hear? Is the pitch high or low? What instruments
can I hear? What kind of music do I think this is? We have also been learning to sing and
sign the song 'Hey You'. I'm sure your children will oblige and sing/sign you the song if you
ask… beware it does get stuck in your head! We have learnt that the bit of a song that gets
stuck in your head is called 'a hook'!
In our Friday outside PE lessons this half term, we have been learning to control a ball. We
have looked at: rolling with increased accuracy, bouncing a basketball in front of us and to
the side, throwing a ball for a friend to catch and throwing underarm and overarm while
trying to hit a target. Lots of children have made great progress and even some who are
more nervous of catching a ball have grown in
confidence. Please continue to encourage your children to
practice getting changed at home, especially girls putting tights
on and boys turning their trousers back in the right way. As we
go into colder weeks and the girls start to wear tights more,
please remember they will need a pair of socks in their PE bags.
We hope you have a wonderful weekend,
Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team
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My child is unwell—what should I do?
We have had a few questions about children being unwell recently so I thought I would clarify the
current position.
Tummy bugs – easy! Child to remain off school for 48 hours after the last bout of diarrhoea or
sickness.
Chicken pox/slapped cheek etc. – follow your Doctor / Health Visitor’s advice (in the case of Chicken
Pox this is often to avoid school until all blisters have crusted).
Cold with runny nose and sneezing – as long as your child does not have any potential Covid
symptoms and they are feeling well enough in themselves they can come to school.
Temperature/cough/change in taste or smell – child should not attend school and a PCR should be
booked as soon as possible. This is based on the current Government advice that anyone with these
symptoms, even if they are mild should take a PCR. LFTs are designed for asymptomatic use, not to
check whether symptoms are Covid or not. If in doubt, ask yourself why you are giving your child a
LFT? If it is because they have some possible symptoms then you should be booking a PCR instead.
From the Gov.uk website
Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as possible if you have any of these 3
symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild:
 a high temperature
 a new, continuous cough
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

If your child has any of these symptoms, please do not rely on a LFT to indicate whether they
may have Covid. Book a PCR, keep them at home until you have a result and let us know.

If you buy yoghurts in these types of pots or have spread
cheese triangles, please can you send us the empty pots
(washed) and/or circular
boxes.
They will be transformed!!
Many thanks
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
We will let the photos do the talking... we had a fantastic time at Woburn Safari Park on
Thursday!
We saw such an amazing variety of animals on our ‘Road Safari’ and later on our ‘Foot
Safari.’ We really enjoyed our session in the ‘Outdoor Classroom’ with our Park Ranger
Helen who shared lots of information with us about giraffes and elephants and answered
lots of our questions. She was very impressed with the children’s knowledge of animal
habitats and adaptations – well done Owl Class!
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News and photographs from our visit
will soon be on our class page on the
school website.
Happy Weekend everyone!
The Year 2 Teaching Team – Mrs
Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs
Brown
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
An eclectic week in year three!
The week started with soup day: yes, a whole day dedicated to soup making (maths in disguise and
action!). Fortunately, the results were worth all the work. (at least I thought so, the soup was delicious),
for more detail please see the article created by the year three journalist group, and class web page.
Tuesday was a morning of all things foxy, the children worked in their ‘fox groups’ to share the research
they had each gathered. Each group had previously assigned fact areas for individuals to find out about.
Each group had someone working on; diet, habitat, tracks and signs, food chain, how to recognise a fox
and life cycles. This was the morning to be the expert in the field and share what they had discovered,
other group members had to note down the key facts. This activity was a chance for the children to not
only demonstrate their research skills but also the work they had been doing on
being a member of a group. All groups demonstrated both areas of learning well.
On Tuesday afternoon we started our next unit of science work all about the
human skeleton and skeletal system. Many facts were introduced through the
sharing of power points and videos, understanding of these facts were tested in a
variety of games puzzles and cross words, these could all only be solved or
played through by knowing and understanding skeletal facts. These activities
provided the focus of the afternoon lessons throughout the week.
On Wednesday we returned to our addition and subtraction work in maths, we
demonstrated our application of place value knowledge to help solve a variety of
real life addition and subtraction problems. We will
develop our understanding of these more next week.

We also took advantage of the lovely autumn weather and went on spider web and
signs of autumn hunt, this linked to the work following last week’s national poetry
day. Please see class web page for more details and pictures.
Thursday morning was a mixture of PE, Maths and English work. In PE we worked
on improving our stamina in long distance running, the ‘carrot’ for this (fingers
crossed) is the Wimpole run planned for early December. (all details will follow) For
Maths we practised our tackling tables and had a go at improving our score in the 5minute challenge. And in English we wrote the first draft of our individual element
for the groups fox posters.
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In French, with Miss Ryder’s and Paolo’s help, we revised our numbers to 10 again, and then we started to
learn some of the names for our body parts: we did this through playing ‘Simon says’ or in French ‘Jacques
says….’ Mrs Seward found this quite challenging as she had to remember the body parts as well as what
Jacques, not Simon, was asking her to do! Fortunately, the children all managed much better.
With Miss Smith, on Friday, we developed our thinking about Christians’ promises by considering the story
and actions of Abraham, and how he put his total faith in God,
believing the promise that God had made to him.
We also thought more about our team working skills, by finalising
our wet play plans. We also reflected on how much our team work
skills have developed and how effective they have been when
working in our ‘fox’ groups.
Our musical skills are also developing as we have learnt two new
songs, and how to play a number of notes on the glockenspiel: so far
we have focused on easy ‘e’ and strictly ‘d’.
We concluded the week with a fun PE lesson where we all graduated to using a racket in order to send and
retrieve a ball. To be able to use a racket we had to demonstrate nifty foot work, strong ball control and
good hand-eye coordination. We then challenged ourselves to improve the number of returns in our rallies.
We all made improvements, some reaching a rally of five while others were managing to maintain a rally up
to fifteen. The numbers didn’t matter, just as long as we kept on improving.
I think you would all agree that we have earned a restful weekend.
Weekly home activities
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read
in reading diary.
 Books and diary must be in school daily please.
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work for
the children, logins for both are in reading diaries
 Tackling Tables practise.
Reminder
 Please name all clothing
 Send books and diary into school each day
 Teach your children how to tie shoe laces.
 Next Tue and Thurs are parent consultations via Zoom, please book a slot.


Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend

From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 0PD
Tel: 01763 852474
Email: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Tracey How

Teaching Assistant - Level 1b/2
(dependent upon experience)
10 hours per week (term time only), fixed term appointment to 31st August 2022 to support
pupil catch up following COVID attached to catch-up funding
Start date: As soon as possible
We are looking to appoint a skilled, experienced Teaching Assistant to support the class teacher, groups
of children and individuals during their lessons. In addition you will also be required to support pupils at
lunch times.
The successful applicant will:
 Have experience of working with primary aged children as a Teaching Assistant or Teacher.
 Be resilient, have a calm, patient approach and positive attitude.
 Be able to adapt plans and use ICT to support children’s learning.
 Be a team player and communicate effectively with staff and parents.
 Be passionate about making a positive difference to the lives of children, helping them to address
gaps in learning and social experiences due to periods of partial school closures in 2020/21.
If you are interested in this position, please see our website for a copy of the Job Description and an application form. If would like more information, or are unable to access the documents on the website
please email office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk.
We are committed to stringent safeguarding procedures and applicants will be subject to a full enhanced DBS check. In addition, references will be undertaken prior to interview. As an equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all members of the community.
Closing date for applications: Friday 22nd October 2021 10.30 am
Interviews will be held w/c 1st November
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Art is for All

A users guide to writing a list poem
Choose cobwebs or spiders, this will be your opening line.
Choose five words that describe your chosen noun.
Add ‘…in the autumn air’
Read your poem to make sure you are happy with it.
You may decide you have finished, or you could…
Add another verse by following steps1-4
Edit your poem by reordering or changing some of your words.
When you are happy with your poem, find someone to share it with.
Have fun!

Thank you to all who recorded their favorite poem to share in class, they were loved by all,
staff and children alike. Following national poetry day a school display has been created
so that children can write list poems about autumn cobwebs and or spiders.

News from Swift Class (Year 4)
This week in music lessons, we have been learning about how different types of notes
indicate the number of beats a note needs to be held for. We have been applying this
knowledge by clapping beats in time with a metronome - we are now more in unison than
we were at the start of the week!

We have also been writing some greetings in Mandarin such as, ‘hello’, ‘goodbye’ and
finally ‘busy not busy’? To which the respondent would reply either ‘busy’ or ‘not busy’ - I
am pleased to report most children thought they were ‘busy’!
In science lessons we
investigated sound proofing
materials by planning and
conducting a fair test. Identifying
variables that could be controlled
and those that were beyond our
control, is a skill we will continue
to develop throughout the year
when planning experiments.
I look forward to meeting you
virtually for parents evening next
week for a chance to discuss how
your child is settling into Year 4.
There is still time to book an
appointment if you have not
managed to just yet.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four
Team

18

Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.c
ambs.sch.uk
This email address will be
checked each morning, evening
and during the day (including
weekends) and we ask that you
use this address to advise us of
Covid -19 positive test results for
any member of your household.
Although there is unlikely to be
any action required it does mean
that we can alert members of the
school community to be extra
vigilant. Please do not use this
email address for any other
issues, all other emails should still
be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk
as usual
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
In some of our English lessons this week we have been spending more time looking
at how we can link paragraphs together in our writing so the ideas flow together
smoothly for the reader and our meaning is clear. We have been identifying
adverbials of time, place and number and spent some time thinking about how we
can use these to improve our writing.
In Computing we have started to look at using online mapping tools (we have been
using Google maps) to search for particular information. In the next few weeks we
will link this work to our Science work on animals, in particular the journeys made
by David Attenborough as he has travelled large parts of the world learning more
about some of our most endangered species.
In PSHE we have continued to focus on the difference between big and small
emotions, and also emotions that come and go quickly and those that may stay with
us for longer. We have been discussing a variety of strategies to help ourselves deal
with these emotions if they are difficult ones.
Enjoy a great weekend.

With best wishes,
Mrs Morris, Mrs Watt and the Year 5 team
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week, in Maths, we have been looking at multiplication and
division methods, both for mentally working out calculations and for
written methods. In particular we studied long multiplication – ask your
child how to solve these: look at some of the examples to help you. We
will continue to examine strategies for using multiplication to solve
varying problems, ranging from worded problems through to factors.
Next week we will continue with working out division methods,
including short and long division.
In English, we have started to plan and write
our ‘hot texts’ for a balanced argument. We
have focussed on the language found in the genre (sentence
openers, conjunctions, complex sentences) and have looked at
various examples, from subjects ranging from ‘should dogs be
banned from parks?’ through to ‘should pupils be allowed mobile
phones in school?’, among many others. Our next, brief, topic will
be on performance poetry before getting into the meaty subject of
Shakespeare!
Homework will continue to be set on a Friday and should be completed
by the following Thursday please. Could I also make a big plea for
everybody to keep learning their times tables as a good knowledge of
them is essential to their understanding of solving mathematical
problems. As I have stated earlier we are currently studying written
multiplication methods before we go onto examine division, factors of
numbers, fraction and algebra – all of which a good recall of times tables
is absolutely crucial to these areas of Maths.
Thank you.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team

Applying for a place at secondary school
Remember that you need to apply for a secondary school place for your
Year 6 child by 31st October 2021. For more information see https://
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schoolslearning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
22
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Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
La Jolie Ronde online French classes
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Guilden Morden Village Market
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
South Cambs Sports Partnership October half term Athletics camps
South Cambs Sports Partnership October half term Netball camps

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“The purpose of life is to live it, to taste experience to the utmost, to reach out
eagerly and without fear for newer and richer experience.”
Eleanor Roosevelt

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
Royston
Hertfordshire
SG8 0PD
Phone: 01763 852474
E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

