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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend a parent’s evening
this week. I know there were a few technical issues and some
appointments are being rescheduled for after half term so thank
you for your patience.
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following advice from the LA. We now wait to hear what the
guidance will be for next half term and decide what will be possible
in the run-up to Christmas. I am so grateful that we managed to
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After half term we will begin some of our usual Christmas activities.
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In the next few weeks I should be in a position to share with you our
plans for spending the PTA money raised over the last couple of
years. It is a really exciting project which will benefit all the
children and enhance the way they are able to use our outdoor
spaces.

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School

Our most exciting news in school this week is that Miss Webb’s
baby has arrived! Eleanor Florence (to be known as Nellie) and
mum are both doing well and trying to create some sort of routine. I
am sure you join with us in sending love and congratulations to the
whole family.
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E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
Royston
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“There is no magic time machine to change the past
but we can use it as a steeping stone for a better future.”

School Meal Charges
Autumn 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£86.95
£79.90
£166.85

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email

October
25th– 29th

Half term

November
1st
3rd
5th
11th
19th
19th—21st

INSET Day (children not in school)
Year 6 trip to Duxford
KS1 Bonfire Activity Day
Remembrance Day Church & Memorial service
Nasal flu vaccinations
Christmas Tree Festival in Church

December
tba
15th
15th
tba
17th

KS1 performance to parents
& invited guests
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Jumper Day
KS2 Christmas Church service
Last day of autumn term

Future events:
14-18 March 2022

Year 6 trip to Peak District

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.
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Notice Board
Home Time Arrangements
Transfer to Secondary School—
applications now open!
This is a reminder to parents/carers of all Year 6
pupils that you will need to apply for a place at
Secondary school for your child. Applications are
now open for September 2022 and will close on 31st
October 2021. To apply for your child’s place you
will need to apply through the Local Authority to
which you pay council tax (for most of you that will be
Cambridgeshire County Council, in which case go to
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-aschool-place/secondary-school). Please note that
Cambridgeshire County Council are not sending out
letters as they have in previous years to remind you to
apply.
If you have any questions about the application or
online processes please refer to the Cambridgeshire
County Council website or contact the Admissions
Team.

Would your child like to play in their very own
rock band?
Rocksteady in-school band lessons are the perfect
opportunity for your child to learn new skills, develop
friendships and have the time of their life.
Watch this short video to see what learning in a band
could do for your child’s well-being: https://
www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/watch-video/

Please ensure that you advise the office by
email on
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time
arrangement will be different from usual.
It is really important to let us know as
soon as you are able to so we can ensure
messages get to the class in good time for
the end of the day. We appreciate that
there are times (ie when stuck in traffic)
when it isn't possible to let us know earlier,
but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an
email either on the morning of the change,
or the evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is
being collected with another child to let us
know; we've had a number of occasions
when the office has had to make lastminute phone calls at the end of the day for
this reason.

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please advise
us on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and
leave a message on the absence line
or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use this
aspect of the system and so this
won’t be seen.
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PTA News

SEPTEMBER Lottery Club winners are:
1st: Sam Carroll £16.12
2nd : Victoria Hutter £12.54
3rd : Lorraine Carter £8.96

OCTOBER Lottery Club winners are:
1st: Michele Taylor £16.12
2nd: Tommy Norwood £12.54
3rd: Linda Ellett £8.96
CONGRATULATIONS to all the winners!
Thanks to Mrs How for making sure the draw was done fairly and properly!
Thanks again for your support.

Your PTA

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Our Assembly on Monday took its theme from 1 Thessalonians 2 v 9-13 where the Apostle
Paul reminds his Christian friends of how he worked alongside them as well as preaching. By
doing this he showed them by example, the sort of life they should be living as people of God.
Our story referenced an activity that many of the children will have experienced this week;
choosing School Council members. It reminded us that the best ‘leaders’
are not necessarily the most popular, most sporty or most academic
members of the class and that other qualities such as empathy, an ability to listen and to speak up for others ‘views are much more important.
We used the words of The Prayer of St Francis again to help us reflect on
ways to be the best we can be.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class,
We started our week with some very exciting news ... Miss
Webb gave birth to a bonnie baby girl, Eleanor Florence, on
Monday morning. We have had lots of babies being born in the
home corner this week in order to celebrate/ sympathise! We
all wish Miss Webb well and that she enjoys the newborn
bubble!

We have made it to the end of our very first half term at school,
yippee! We are so proud of the children and how they have
settled into school life and it was lovely sharing their successes
with you this week in their parent consultations.
We have had a busy week in our
Phonics sessions learning four new phonemes h, b, f and
another digraph… ff! Our Maths sessions had us pondering
the problems of sorting, matching and comparing two
groups and we were marvelous Maths detectives!
In PE, we concluded our balance work with the challenge of
balancing along beams, boxes and benches. The children
remembered to find their centre, move in a slow and
controlled way, have straight arms out to the sides for
support and made their own decision whether it would be
best to look down at their feet (a particularly good choice
along the beam) or to look straight ahead.
The children have enjoyed learning about the American
portrait painter and artist Kehinde Wiley this week. We
learnt how he chooses people off the street from around the world, (asks their permission
to photograph them) and then they are posed in ways
which reflect the environment and history of where
they live. We used his 2018 oil on canvas piece
‘President Barack Obama’ to influence our own artwork
during continuous provision. We used oil pastels to
build up depth in the background and overlaid this with
our photographs to make
ourselves stand out. The
children really focused on
this task and enjoyed
experimenting with the oil
pastels.
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This week our carpet sessions have been based on
celebrating differences and Black History Month. We
learnt that there are lots of special history months
focusing on different groups of people throughout the
year. We found out that in the past lots of people were
unkind just because of the colour of someone’s skin and
that Carter G Woodson discovered whilst at university
that there was very little information written about Black
people and so introduced the first Black History Month in
1926. We discussed why we think that Black History
Month is important and one of the children’s responses
was “because we need to be kind to everyone”.
This week’s Library excursion sent us back into the land of
fiction. To support our learning about Black History Month,
we looked at a book about Muhammad Ali. After half term we
will be encouraging the children to share their thoughts and
opinions about their chosen library books, whether they liked
the book or not and why as well as
encouraging them to share their
favourite page.
You should have received a letter
formation laminated card for your
child to practise over half term as
discussed during Parent
consultations. In addition to this
you will have a selection of TRICKY words to practise reading.
These words we have covered during our Phonics sessions, but
practise makes perfect AND it means that it will really help your
child’s fluency in reading when they get their first book with words
sent home after half term!
Hope you all have a fun and relaxing half term break and we can’t
wait to see you back at school on Tuesday 2nd November!
Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech

Poppy Appeal
We will be selling remembrance
poppies in a after half-term to
support the annual Poppy
Appeal. Please send your
children with any donations for
this Appeal.
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Book Review
A book club has recently been set up at Steeple Morden
aimed at giving you regular book recommendations,
which so far has proven a great success!
We have read: The Finger-eater by Dick King-Smith
Book rating: 5/5
It is about Ulf, a finger-eating troll, who has a big surprise
when he meets the little girl, Gudrun.
We recommend this book because it is a little bit scary,
but we really liked it when the troll was defeated.
Our favourite illustrations were when the troll's teeth
cracked and when he ended up sucking people's fingers.
If you have any books you think we might like, do let us
know and me might be able to review them.

SAVE THE DATE!!

Children in Need Day: Friday 19th November 2021
On Friday 19th November it will be ‘Children in Need Day’ and we know that lots of the
children are always keen to support this event. This year, we are inviting the children to wear
their school uniform with something spotty to school on
Friday 19th November (if they would like to).
So that could be school uniform worn with …
spotty socks, or a spotty hairband, or pudsey ears,
or a few spotty stickers put onto their jumper or t-shirt perhaps…

More details of how you can make a contribution to Children in Need
will follow after the half term holiday.
Thank you as always for your support.
Mrs Luebcke
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
We have had a busy and productive week in Robin Class this week. Having come to the end
of learning all about our senses, culminating with a tasting activity where the children
decided what party foods might be on the menu, the children used their work from the last
5 weeks to create their own poems.
As you can see from the photos, some children decided to show off
their writing skills and write up the whole thing! Others were
equally busy rearranging their individual senses sentences and
deciding which order sounded best. They then stuck them in and
illustrated their poem.
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This week we have also been using all the skills
learned in Design and Technology to try to make an
island with three main features. The children needed
to use joins and special effects they have been taught
this half term, such as using flanges and tabs to make
things attach well and stand up; intersections to make
corners strong; curls, twists and bends to create
different effects and concertinaing paper to make
stronger (but still nice and ‘boingy’) upright
structures. We hope you like seeing their work.
Next half term, we continue our ‘All About Me’ topic,
thinking about where are in a room, where we are in school, where we live and our place in
the world. If you have started the Geography
homework, and you have postcards coming in
from around the UK, do send them in as we will
use them (if OK with you!) as part of our display in
the classroom.
It has been lovely to see many of you for parents
evening this week. I’m sorry to those who have
had to reschedule, but I will speak to you early
next term.
Here’s hoping you all have a restful week and that we
can all get over our colds and illnesses in time for a
fabulous start back on Tuesday 2nd November.
Looking forward to it already!
Have a great week!
Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
What a busy first half term it has been in school. We are really pleased with the way all of
the children have settled into Year 2. They have worked incredibly hard but are flagging a
little this week and ready for a well deserved rest. It has been lovely to speak to you all via
Zoom to discuss your child’s progress this term and the current targets we are all working
towards.
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In school…

At home…

We have been enjoying writing about imperative or
‘bossy’ verbs this week – the subject being the
medical check up that we
observed last week with the
elephants at Woburn.

Your child will be bringing home a reading book today
to share with you at home over half term.

We looked at our 100 square. We compared this to a
Snakes and Ladders board and realised that the
numbers were in different places! We realised that
100 squares do not all look the same.

Play ‘Snakes and Ladders’ – lots of Maths
opportunities for counting to 100 forwards and
backwards, adding or subtracting 1s or 10s…working
out how many more needed to reach 100 etc

We looked at how the rows and columns work –
moving along a row adds or subtracts one, moving up
or down columns adds or subtracts 10.

Mathletics Homework – remember you can have a
go at the activities set and then you can explore other
activities that you choose!

We talked about how adding and subtracting are
inverse operations!

Mathletics activities have been set until Friday 5th
November

Our focus this week has been on all the long vowel
phonemes and alternative spellings covered so far
this half term.

Please look out for words containing these plural
rules in your reading.

We have also looked at rules for making a word
plural.
We looked at how we can often add just an ‘s’ but for
words ending in ‘sh/ch and tch’ we need to add ‘es.’

Remember to read the punctuation too! Pause for a
full stop, change the tone of your voice for a question
or exclamation!

Look out for the packs we have sent home which
contain examples of the ‘Phonics Screening’ check
words and also a breakdown of the Year 1 and Year 2
sight vocabulary words.

match – matches
brush – brushes
church - churches
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If you have any questions about anything please contact us through the office by email:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Have a lovely half term holiday!
Here are some of the activities we have been working on following our visit to Woburn……

Our Henri Rousseau inspired artwork is also taking shape……

The Year 2 Teaching Team – Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
Well, we have made it through the first half term relatively unscathed; will a lot of smiles and
enjoyment along the way.
In English, this week we completed our fox fact posters and peer assessed our success at using all
the features we had identified as being important. We think that the fox sanctuaries may be
interesting in using them to help when they have visitors.
After half term, we will begin work based around Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. This will
involve thinking about different techniques to use in
descriptive writing.
In maths, we have reminded ourselves of some addition
methods and identified calculations that cross the tens or
hundreds boundaries. Work on addition and subtraction
will continue after half term.
In other areas, we have created fabulous paper foxes by
considering the different colours and textures in paper.
We have also reminded ourselves of our Quentin Blake
work and designed Christmas cards influenced by his
work, after half term we will finish these and you will
have the opportunity to order packs of cards showing
our designs.
In PE we came up with our own inter house competitions
using the skills that we have covered this half term; nifty
foot work, hand eye coordination to throw and catch
along with racket and balls skills. The points from each
house will be added to the school totals.
Up coming events
Shortly after half term we will be doing our work about the Mayan ancient civilisation, this will
involve another dress up day where the children are invited to dress as Mayans. (just in case you
wanted to sort your costumes over half term).
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In French with Miss Ryder’s help we revised our numbers
to 10 again, and then we started to learn some of the
names for our body parts, we did this through playing
‘Simon says’ or in French ‘Jacques says….’ and singing head
shoulders, knees and toes (all in French).
With Miss Smith, on Friday, we thought about all the work
we have done on promises, and wrote promises for each
other considering what would happen if we broke our
promise and how we can say and show we were sorry. We
are hoping that we will not need to do this.
We also reminded ourselves of all the work we have done on working in groups and made a
poster to show all we had learnt.
Our music repertoire is building as this week we learnt how to play ‘the d,c blues’
And the most exciting news of the week... the first pen licences of the year were given out!! Well
done to all who received one.
Because we have worked so hard this half term we had a treat and watched the Fantastic Mr Fox
film, we found some of the characters very funny.
Weekly home activities
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
 Books and diary must be in school daily please.
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work for the children, logins for both
are in reading diaries
 Tackling Tables practise.
Reminder
 Please name all clothing
 Send books and diary into school each
day
 Teach your children how to tie shoe
laces.

Wishing you all an enjoyable half term,
have fun.
From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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Art is for All

My child is unwell—what should I do?
We have had a few questions about children being unwell recently so I thought I would clarify the
current position.
Tummy bugs – easy! Child to remain off school for 48 hours after the last bout of diarrhoea or
sickness.
Chicken pox/slapped cheek etc. – follow your Doctor / Health Visitor’s advice (in the case of Chicken
Pox this is often to avoid school until all blisters have crusted).
Cold with runny nose and sneezing – as long as your child does not have any potential Covid
symptoms and they are feeling well enough in themselves they can come to school.
Temperature/cough/change in taste or smell – child should not attend school and a PCR should be
booked as soon as possible. This is based on the current Government advice that anyone with these
symptoms, even if they are mild should take a PCR. LFTs are designed for asymptomatic use, not to
check whether symptoms are Covid or not. If in doubt, ask yourself why you are giving your child a
LFT? If it is because they have some possible symptoms then you should be booking a PCR instead.
From the Gov.uk website
Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as possible if you have any of these 3
symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild:
 a high temperature
 a new, continuous cough
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

If your child has any of these symptoms, please do not rely on a LFT to indicate whether they
may have Covid. Book a PCR, keep them at home until you have a result and let us know.

News from Swift Class (Year 4)
Firstly, I would like to thank all of you who were able to attend our virtual parents’ evenings this
week. I appreciate having the chance to explain the progress we are beginning to see and how the
class are ‘finding their feet’ socially. Also I find this chance, to listen to your views, is invaluable in
helping me to understand more about how your children learn.
Developing independent skills in reading is something we encourage all children to do but I know it
is an area of concern for some of you. Something I mentioned to some parents over Zoom this
week was how audiobooks can be one way of a child accessing written language. During lockdown
the audio book company ‘audible’ allowed free access across a range of children’s books.
Unfortunately, they are no longer providing this service for free and, to continue, you now need to
become a member… https://stories.audible.com/discovery However, the BBC does offer online
audio stories for children in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 primary schools (pupils aged 4 – 11).
These are typically about 5 minutes long and are ideal for fostering speaking and listening skills
and stimulating children’s imagination. New stories are added week by week. Helpfully, they also
provide a transcript which the children can follow as they listen.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/audio-stories/zh3t2sg
In Maths we have been practising how we can estimate answers to additions and subtractions. This
is an important skill as it helps to indicate if possible errors may have been made in the process of
solving a calculation. If you are out and about in the shops over the half term break, it is always
useful to help children apply maths outside of the classroom. Educational research consistently
finds children can apply strategies when they see it displayed in a familiar context such as in a
maths lesson in a maths text book but can find it a challenge to choose and apply these skills in
what may be a less familiar, real world, context.
This week in English we have been revising some of the spelling rules that have been covered on
spelling frame over this term. Everyone has also had the chance to work on an extended piece of
narrative writing. We used a picture as our starting point which should have given lots of
opportunity to develop descriptions with some well chosen adjectives.
We have been lucky to have been given the gift of a chemistry set and have taken the opportunity
during science lessons to (safely!) try some of the experiments. We have had varying degrees of
success, but have had a lot of fun and we will continue to do these experiments throughout the
year.
At the time of writing, I am in the process of confirming a visit for the class to visit the educational
centre at Stansted Airport. We will hopefully be able to hear from some of the people who work
there and take part in hands on activities. Children will be able
to see how what we are learning in school links to the skills
needed to do various jobs associated with the airport. We will
also learn how an aeroplane manages to stay in the air! I am
working towards a date in December and will be writing to
you shortly about payment for the visit via Parentmail.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.c
ambs.sch.uk
This email address will be
checked each morning, evening
and during the day (including
weekends) and we ask that you
use this address to advise us of
Covid -19 positive test results for
any member of your household.
Although there is unlikely to be
any action required it does mean
that we can alert members of the
school community to be extra
vigilant. Please do not use this
email address for any other
issues, all other emails should still
be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk
as usual
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
A warm hello from Year 5 this final week of this half term!
It was so lovely to see so many of you at parents evening this week and to put parents to
children. We thoroughly enjoyed spotting what facial features we recognised in parents
over Zoom! Thank you to everyone who made an appointment.
It’s been a bit of an odd week in Year 5 as we’ve experienced dwindling numbers which
have brought back memories of earlier this year when only Key Worker children were in
school… we had a record low of 16 children on Wednesday… not that the children in school
seemed to mind at all!
That in mind, we have tried to approach this
week with a revision approach so that the
children not in school don’t miss out too much.
In English, we spent a little time unpicking
some key quotes from ‘The Raven’ to decide
what each quote told us about the raven itself.
We also revised our understanding of poetic
devices and looked through the poem to find
examples of metaphors, similes,
personification and alliteration. We even
found some assonance, which we were all very pleased to have noticed. After half term we
will be spending one more week on The Raven before we then move onto something else
which we as staff are very much looking forward to: Street Child by Berlie Doherty.
Although the book itself is heart-breaking, we will then be writing
play scripts based around it which is always fun as it allows the
children to flex their dramatic muscles!
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In Maths we have revisited some statistics
from Year 4 and have started to look at
line graphs and how we can use them to
solve problems. Again, this Statistics unit
will continue after half term but will very
quickly move onto looking at
multiplication and division in the form of
prime numbers, square and cube numbers
and using knowledge of place value to
multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000…
watch this space!
We have also continued our work on William Morris and have started to look at other
artists that he has gone onto influence, for example Emma J Shipley. We looked at work
from both artists and then compared and contrasted them, with the children identifying
what similarities and differences they could see. The children also had plenty of insight
into why they may differ and how the manufacturing process has changed over time,
allowing Shipley to use far bolder colours in her designs than Morris did. After half term
the children will be starting to pull together a range of inspiration to help them create their
own wallpaper designs featuring the same motifs as Morris and Shipley, but with their own
spin on it…we’re all very excited to see what they create!
Thank you for all the support given this past half term, we hope you have a restful break
and look forward to seeing what the next half term will bring!
Mrs Morris, Mrs Watt and the Year 5 team
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week, in Maths, we have continued to look at multiplication and division methods. The
children have looked at long multiplication and short division – ask them about these
methods and perhaps encourage them to show you over the half term break. We will
continue to examine strategies for using multiplication and division to solve varying
problems, ranging from worded problems through to factors when we get back in early
November.
In English, we have planned, written and edited our ‘hot texts’ for a balanced argument. We
have focussed on the language found in the genre (sentence openers, conjunctions,
complex sentences) and have looked at various examples, from subjects ranging from
should dogs be banned from parks through to should pupils be allowed mobile phones in
school, among many others. Our next, brief, topic will be on performance poetry before
getting into the meaty subject of Shakespeare!
Thank you to all the parents that attended the Zoom parental consultations this week.
Also a thank you for all the hard work the trainee Peer Mediators have put in this week.
Hopefully their training should be completed by the time you are reading this. They will
put their skills into practice after next week’s break.
A final thank you to all the playleaders who have completed their second week of
organising games and activities for the KS1 children during lunchtimes. They have made a
successful start and there are lots of happy KS1 faces.
Homework will be set over the half term break for the two weeks and should be completed
by 4th November. Please keep reading and learning those times tables too.
Have a restful week off.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team

Applying for a place at secondary school
Remember that you need to apply for a secondary school place for
your Year 6 child by 31st October 2021. For more information see
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/
schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
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Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
La Jolie Ronde online French classes
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Guilden Morden Village Market
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
South Cambs Sports Partnership October half term Athletics camps
South Cambs Sports Partnership October half term Netball camps

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Listen! The wind is rising and the air is wild with leaves, we have had our
Summer evenings, now for October Eves!.
Humbert Wolfe
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