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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How:
Regular articles

This week we have been planning our celebration of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. Although there will be some preparations
taking place next week, our celebration event will be Tuesday 7th
June. On this day, we would like all children (and staff) to
come to school dressed in red, white and blue. This is hopefully
something that will not involve too much effort or cost for parents.
We will spend the day finding out lots of information about the
Queen and significant events during her reign. As a church school,
we will also be talking about her role as Head of the Church of
England.
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As part of our celebration, we are hoping to create an art gallery
filled with portraits of the Queen. Please see page 7 for information
explaining how children can get involved.
Litlington church is also organising some competitions relating to
the Jubilee. Please see pages 14 and 15 for the details.
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As I type today, the rain is coming down and the children are all
spending their lunchtime indoors. It therefore seems a strange time
to be mentioning sunglasses. Please keep sunglasses for use at
home. In school they can easily be misplaced or damaged and
when children are running around on a busy playground an
accident could result in them poking into a child’s eye or ear. A
sunhat with a large brim should offer ample protection against
the sun.
As we approach the end of the school year there are various events
and activities taking place. Please keep checking the Diary Dates
section on page 2 so you are aware.

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
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“When you are kind to others, it not only changes you, it changes the world.”
Harold Kushner

School Meal Charges
Summer 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£65.80
£70.50
£136.30

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

May
27th Additional bank holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee
30th - 3rd Jun
Summer half term

June
6th
INSET day
7th
Children return to School
7th
Jubilee Celebration Day - details to follow
15th Year 6 trip to Stibbington Centre
22nd/23rd Book Fair — see page 12 for more details
24th Year 3 trip to Bewilderwood
28th EYFS & KS1 Sports day - morning
28th KS2 Sports day - afternoon

July
8th
Rocksteady concert
12th Year 6 matinee performance (tbc)
15th Year 6 leavers’ party
18th & 19th Year 6 move up day to BVC
22nd Last day of Summer term

Absence from School

Clarification re 27th May ‘Bank Holiday’

If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email

We have had a number of queries regarding the Bank Holiday on
Friday 27th May. As you are aware, this year there is an additional
Bank Holiday on 3rd June for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The
Department of Education decided that schools should also benefit
from the additional Bank Holiday and schools have been allowed to
determine for themselves when they would like to put this in their
school calendar. Steeple has decided to put this on Friday, 27th May
which is immediately prior to the May half term, allowing families a
slightly longer break.

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

This has been consistently advised via diary dates in the Star and
term dates on the website, as well as specifically advised in the Stars
dated 10th September 2021 and 25th February 2022.
Term dates can be found on the website at https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/term-dates-and-calendar
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Notice Board
Home Time Arrangements
Please ensure that you advise the office by email on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by 12
noon if your child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.
It is really important to let us know as soon as you are able to so we can ensure messages get to the
class in good time for the end of the day. We appreciate that there are times (ie when stuck in
traffic) when it isn't possible to let us know earlier, but we would ask you to help us help you and
your child(ren) by advising us with an email either on the morning of the change, or the evening
before.
Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to let us know; we've
had a number of occasions when the office has had to make last-minute phone calls at the end of
the day for this reason.

School uniform

Class Photos

Please, please ensure that your
child’s belongings (uniform, bags,
water bottle etc) are all labelled
with your child’s name. We have a
number of jumpers and other items
which have been misplaced by their
owners which we can’t return as
they don’t have the child’s name
inside, or have the name of a
‘previous owner’.

Please see the Parentmail sent to you this week with link to
order your child’s class photo if you would like to.
Tempest are offering a free ‘deliver to school’ option which
is open for approximately 14 days, after that home delivery
is available for £5 post and packing.
If you need any help with your order please contact
Tempest on 01736 751555 (option 3) or click on ‘contact
us’ on the home page.

Mrs Meridew wants to thank everyone for their kind
offers of donations and time to help with improving the
EYFS/KS1 outdoor area. She has compiled the emails and
wracked her brains to remember conversations at the
door that she has had with various people and will be
sending out a few dates/ times for consideration to
initially show the current outdoor area, look at the
resources we have and talk about ‘her vision’. Look out
for a Parentmail coming out in the next week with more
details. Thank you for your patience and understanding
with the delay!

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please advise
us on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and
leave a message on the absence line
or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use this
aspect of the system and so this
won’t be seen.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class!
First of all a HUGE thank you to all of you for your words of
encouragement, kindness and of course, the chocolate last week! It really
made us all feel very much loved and well supported by our wonderful
parents. It was a tough week, but as always the
children showed how dedicated they are to their
learning and being the best they can be (even
when there are visitors popping in at different
times).
This week we have been continuing our learning
about Superheroes. The children began their week thinking
about the American artist Roy Lichtenstein. The children learnt
that his pop art style was influenced by comic books as he used a
technique called Ben Day dots (named after the illustrator and
printer Benjamin Henry Day Jr.) and that he created large
sculptures and art work using mainly primary colours. The children used Lichtenstein
inspired templates and went dotty with cotton buds, paint and felt tips,
experimenting with spacing and size of dots. We then read the book ‘The
dot’ by Peter H Reynolds about a child who created a series of artwork
based on dots, despite initially saying they were unable to draw.
This week in Phonics we have continued our Phase 4 journey and spent
our time looking at syllables. The children clapped syllables in their
names, thought of the number of syllables found in particular words in
addition to reading and spelling two syllable words. Our Maths sessions
this week built on last week’s doubling work and we turned our attention
to halving and sharing. Last week for doubling we used Stem sentences
such as 3 and 3 is 6; double 3 is 6. This week for halving and sharing, we used the stem
sentence half of 6 is 3 and we linked last week’s and this week’s learning together using
the stem sentence half of 6 is 3; double 3 is 6.
This week in our Guided Literacy group sessions, the
children have been writing simple sentences about
superheroes, using their phonic knowledge to aid their
spelling, using capital letters, finger spaces and full
stops. In maths this week
they were sharing items
equally into two groups
and then finding half of a
given number using
counters and five frames.
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During our superheroes topic, we have been exploring different
science experiments causing a huge amount of awe and wonder
and sparking some amazing scientific language. The children were
thoroughly engaged with a superhero balloon flying experiment
where the children talked about air, oxygen, carbon dioxide and
what happens to balloons when they inflate and deflate. They
explored magnetism, making superheroes flying through a
cityscape scene with a magnet and paperclip. This week the
children explored exploding superheroes and supersized
marshmallows!
This week’s Library excursion was to the Non- fiction library. Next
week it would be great if the Purple Grapes could be prepared to
talk about their opinions of their book.
Don’t forget, next week will be the turn of Pink Grapefruits for Show
and Tell. We will be learning about the Queen and the Platinum Jubilee,
so please feel free to theme Show and Tell around those themes.
Just a reminder that our children go outside in all weathers, so please
ensure your child has a hat, jumper or cardigan, waterproof jacket and
are wearing sunscreen. The children have access to their water bottles
throughout the day and these are topped up as and when needed.
Please ensure all items of clothing are named, and that ink has not been
washed off in the laundry process. Some children are missing items and
we would like to return them, however this is difficult if they are
unnamed..
The children continue to make great strides in their learning each week and the support
you give at home really does make an impact, so thank you!
Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Monday’s assembly this week was led by Mrs Seward, explaining to the
children how we would all be working together to create a piece of artwork
for the Church’s Jubilee Flower Festival. In Friday’s assembly, children were
encouraged to reflect on the beauty of flowers and the natural world and
how they need sunshine and rain to grow. We thanked God for his creation
and for ensuring that all things are given what they need to grow.
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
What a busy couple of weeks we have had!
We started last week thinking about Information Writing in the
form of writing a diary. We read the book ‘Diary of a Wombat’ to
recognise some good features of diaries. This week, we have used
our knowledge to start writing our own diaries – all about the
ducklings!
…which brings me on nicely to our
Science for this week and next (and lots of Maths!). The duck
eggs arrived on Monday morning and we spent the rest of
Monday and Tuesday waiting and waiting to see them hatch. On
Wednesday, we were lucky enough to actually see one hatch,
which we were able to share with the rest of the school via Zoom,
and by Thursday morning another had hatched for us. Whilst we
were out at playtime, another duckling hatched and we were
able to take a closer look at the first hatchling – stroking,
weighing and measuring length. A couple of children in
Reception class were lucky enough to
name the first duckling as it hatched
on their birthday!
In RE last week, we started to learn more about Judaism. We
learned about the festival of Sukkot and build our own Sukkah
in the classroom. The children really enjoyed learning and
thinking about why Jewish people celebrate this every year.
This week we have begun learning about Shabbat, which we will
be thinking more about next week.
The children have re-capped their learning in Geography with Miss Waterer and it was so
lovely to hear all they have remembered about the United Kingdom. The children were
very enthusiastic at sharing their knowledge and understanding from earlier in the year.
They moved on to thinking about the continents on Thursday morning and have learned a
fab song with Miss Waterer to help
them remember them all! Use the
following link to keep up the
practise: https://
tinyurl.com/4aac8bfh
Mrs Bowmer and the Year 1
Team
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Portrait of the Queen!

1952

2022

In celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we would like to invite all children
to design a portrait of Her Majesty.
You can sketch the portrait using pencils, pastels, you can paint or use collage, the
choice is yours!
Can we please ask that all portraits be on an A4 sheet of paper or card so that we
can make a whole school display of the artwork. We might even send some to
Buckingham Palace!
Your finished pieces of work can be brought into classes on the first day back after
the holiday - Tuesday 7th June.
Please add a name and class to the back of your artwork.
We look forward to seeing the finished creations!

Thank you…..
Mighty Hike for MacMillan Cancer Support
Mrs How succeeded in her Mighty Hike for MacMillan on Saturday from Cromer to Holkham Hall,
with just three blisters to report! Many thanks to those of you who have donated, so far, the team
has raised over £1800. Of course, any further donations would still be welcomed at https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gemma-humphreys4 (this is the correct link it is a team effort!)

Virtual Moonwalk for Walk The Walk Breast Cancer
Mrs Watters also successfully walked a marathon on Saturday, this one around the Bedfordshire
countryside in aid of Walk the Walk breast cancer charity, and was fortunate not to get any blisters!
Many thanks to those of you who kindly donated, so far more than £500 has been raised. If you
would like to donate, please go to https://walkthewalk.enthuse.com/pf/cath-watters

5km Swim for Cancer Research and Marie Curie Cancer Care
Eliza in Year 4 is taking part in a Swimathon to raise much needed funds for Cancer Research and
Marie Curie. Eliza has swum 2.5km already, but is having a little break before attempting the next
2.5km. So far, Eliza has raised £340 for Cancer Research and MacMillan, amongst other charities.
There’s still time to sponsor Eliza to spur her on to complete her swim. Link for sponsorship is
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michele-taylor9?
utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=micheletaylor9&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=8085c41502874dfcbad2b0e0bc2ad260

Café Church is back!
This friendly café runs every Friday morning 911 during term time in Steeple Morden Church
Tea, coffee, home-made cake
Toys and lots of space for little ones
Do join us after school drop-off
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
It is hard to believe that we are already almost at half term. The children have worked
incredibly hard this week doing all of our national SATs tests as part of our classroom
activities. We have completed two reading quizzes and two Maths booklets. They have all
concentrated really well and tackled some tricky questions with lots of enthusiasm!
In our afternoon sessions we have
been working on our Design
Technology projects – creating our
underwater worlds! The children
have worked with so much care and
patience, paying great attention to the
detail in their designs. We will
continue to work on these next week
and then they will be displayed in
school before coming home.
You will notice an art competition in
this edition of the Star. We are aware
that many children in the class have
already completed a portrait of the
queen as an art activity during our topic all about London. We put these to one side in
preparation for the Jubilee so we have all of the artworks the children created in the Spring
term. If of course you would like to make another please do but just to let you know that
many of the children already have a portrait waiting to be displayed in school.
We are sending home homework folders and reading folders but please note that there will
be no new spellings set next week as we will be doing a series of spelling assessments to
see how many of the Year 1 & 2 ‘tricky’ words the children can now spell as well as read.
Reminders:Please can all children bring a clearly labelled water bottle to school every day, a full P.E.
kit and a sunhat.

Please could you also check that items of uniform are clearly
labelled with your child’s name as we have quite a number of
items currently in our class lost property box. Thank you for
your help with this.
Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels
and the Year 2 team
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
In Year Three, we have now been introduced to the Tudors. We
found out how the dynasty came to the throne, who was who in
the Tudor family and how they became the monarchs. As part of
this we discover how the Tudor rose symbol came into being. We
have been set the challenge to see how many places we can spot
the Tudor Rose symbol, so keep your eyes peeled; it is surprising
how many there are once you get looking.
Last Tuesday at Burghley was fabulous; all the children were
impeccably behaved and were a credit to themselves and the school. The staff at Burghley could
not speak highly enough of them. While we were there we visited the Tudor doctor, learnt some
games that children would have played, learnt a Tudor dance, found out about what would have
happened at a Tudor feast, who would have sat where and who would have been able to eat
what. We were then treated to a short tour of some of the rooms in Burghley House. The kitchen
was fascinating. We finished the day by making Tudor pockets. All
had a wonderful day; some found it rather tiring and had a snooze
on the way home!
Back in the classroom, we have been Tudor merchants preparing
for a Tudor fayre, similar to those that may have been held in
Ashwell. We have made Tudor roses to show our allegiance to the
King, created posy plates to server sweet treats on, designed lace for
cuffs, ruffs and dress panels. Gloves were designed showing the
latest fashions of flowers, birds and leaves; frogs were dried to hang
in doorways and windows to scare away the evil spirits that brought the plague.
We have used our experience of visiting the Tudor doctor (not one any of us wish to repeat, we
are very glad medical science has moved on so much) to begin writing a diary entry. So far, we
have identified the features of a diary, practising writing in the first person using the correct
pronouns, writing in the past tense, using the correct form of verbs; identified and practised
using adverbials and time conjunctions. We have put all of this into
practice when writing our diary entry.
In Maths, we have continued our work on time, reading time to the
nearest minute, adding amounts of time to a given starting time,
solved open-ended problems using minutes
and hours, matched analogue and digital clock
faces. We keep practising the rhyme to learn
the number of days in each month and remind
ourselves of time facts, such as 60 seconds in a
minute etc. Next week we will continue
working using time.
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In science, we have revisited the three investigations that we set up;
 To see what happens when plants do not have one of the
elements that we identified they needed to grow well, light,
nutrients and water.
 What soil type a pea will grow best in?
 Does the stem of a plant transport water?
There have been some very careful observations and interesting
reasoning to explain what has happened. We will have another look
at these so that we can see what happens over time.
We have also labelled the parts of a flower, learning what part they
play in the reproduction of plants. This led up to finding out about
the life cycle of plants.
As part of our artwork next week we will be drawing flowers;
please, on Monday, can you send your child
in with a flower or two so that we can make
observational drawings of them. They will
be kept in water so please ensure they have
a long enough stem so that they stay fresh.
Mathletics and Spelling Frame use seems to have increased a little, thank
you for this. However, unfortunately, the amount of reading at home seems,
in most cases to have halted (or at least the writing in diaries has). The
expectation is for all children to read at least four times a week at home. A
short note in the diary to show this is all that is needed. Regular short bursts
of reading makes such a difference to the children’s reading progress.
Weekly home activities
· Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
· Books and diary must be in school daily please.
· Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and
ready with set work for the children, logins
for both are in reading diaries
· Tackling Tables practise.
Wishing you all an enjoyable and restful
weekend.

Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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BOOK FAIR
Wednesday 22nd & Thursday 23rd June
3.15pm - 4.15pm
Please support our Book Fair - every book sold means FREE
BOOKS for our classrooms and library.
Children will be able to look at the books on Monday 21st
and Tuesday 22nd during school time, with parents
welcome to look at the books at the above days/times.
There is an option for parents to view the books and pay
online - go to https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/travellingbooks/parents
This link is available from
2nd June until 4pm on
22nd June. Our Fair ID is
1216456. You can also
pay using the QR code
(right).
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News from Swift Class (Year 4)
In our English lessons we have been looking at how we can become more engaged with
reading. We have noticed that when we read a book to the whole class, children tell us how
much they enjoy the stories. However, some children also tell us that it isn’t always so easy
to become engaged with a story when reading independently; they often start a story but
soon lose interest and the book is sometimes left unfinished.
Whilst I would never say a child should persevere, no matter what, with a book I do think
that some tips in how to become more involved with a story may help. With this in mind,
we have been sharing some of the tips we use in class to help become engaged. We have
looked at the characters and tried to establish what we can find out about their
personalities; maybe some of the things they say in conversations or possibly their actions
can all help in deciding what their role in the story might be. Also, we have looked in some
detail about the setting. The most recent book we have introduced is set in Amazonia so
we have done some background research about the area. This should help the children
understand some of the difficulties faced.
We have begun to explore physical
computing in our computing lessons. The
crumble controller in the photo, which
was in the early stages of wiring, will
allow code children have written to
control devices in the real world, such as
LEDs servos and motors. We are instilling the discipline of
using red wires for the positive terminal and black for the negative.
In RE lessons we are studying how Sikhs aim to treat others fairly and with kindness. We
have looked at how everyone is different yet we have a number of things in common, we
will continue this work over a number of weeks.
Next week we will be looking at decimals in Maths lessons and how to order food in
Chinese.

Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
During a week of beautiful weather, we have carried on with our learning in year 5. In
Maths, we have continued to look at decimals and the link between fractions, decimals and
our new friend, percentages! A few of the children have been brave enough to let us know
that they are finding this current maths topic difficult. We would like to take a moment to
reassure them, and perhaps a few parents, that this is one of the most challenging of the
year 5 maths topics and it is something that they will revisit in Year 6 and beyond. They
have been introduced to some new and difficult concepts without the usual grounding that
comes from being taught the important first steps face-to-face in year 4. We would like to
reassure you that everyone has made progress and will continue to do so and it might be
helpful if you are able to help your child concentrate on what they have managed to
achieve rather than what they cannot do YET.
In Italian, we have chosen some key question phrases which we would like to try and say in
Italian only in class from now on – including “Please may I go to the toilet?, “I have lost my
pencil” and “I have finished, what shall I do next?”. If you have a few minutes to spare,
perhaps you could ask your child to tell you which of these they can remember.
In Science, we have continued to look at reproduction in plants, this week focusing on the
diversity of methods of seed dispersal. In addition, we have designed our own experiments
to investigate seed germination and decided what should be the dependent, independent
and controlled variables.
We would like to take a moment to clarify the new arrangements about homework.
Mathletics continues to be set weekly on a Friday to be completed by the following Friday.
Spelling Frame is now back up and running with new words being available to practise
each week from Friday to Friday. Learning Logs are also coming back home to you each
Friday with a new weekly task to explore and present your findings in any way your child
would like. Please can these be returned by the following Wednesday so they can be
marked and ready to go back home again on Friday.
Finally, thank you so much to all those parents who offered their support and good wishes
last week when OFSTED were visiting, your kind words really
did make a big difference.

Have a great weekend,
The Year 5 Team
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Musical Moments: Music
from around the World
Following the popularity of last half term's composer, in this Musical Moment we continue
our journey around the world to Zimbabwe and find out about the "Queen of Mbira', Stella
Chiweshe, born in 1946.
What is the Mbira? Find out in the clip below! In this video, you get to actually watch Stella
performing her own piece of music - Rwavasekuru.
'Stella picked up the Mbira in her twenties, at a time when women were not allowed to
play the instrument, and at a time when the British colonial regime had banned all
Zimbabwean cultural practices: playing the mbira was punishable by prison. She went on
to become an important figure in the development of Zimbabwean music and established
The Chivanhu Project, a cultural centre near Zimbabwe's capital, Harare, that is aimed at
preserving and teaching the heritage of Zimbabwean mbira music. She is now widely
known as 'Ambuya Chinyakare' - Grandmother of Traditional Music.'

Have you seen or used a Mbira before? How many notes did the one you saw have? What
instrument is it most like? Which instruments do you think might have been inspired by
the traditional Mbira?
Link:
https://youtu.be/rPWmWk8uv-I

News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
SATs are finally over; the children have worked really hard this
week. They managed to get into the routine of the daily tests well,
and some have actually quite enjoyed it! It was a
tough few days and many of the children were
very tired, and I hope that they had a relaxing
weekend afterwards.
However, the focus now will be on writing and the opportunities to
write more will increase. This week the class finished writing their own
fables and, next, we will be focussing on writing their
own auto-biographies. After that, we will be studying a book – Kensuke’s
Kingdom - and developing on different types of adventure writing with
this.
We will also be increasing focus on other areas of the curriculum now the
SATs are over. For example, we have not looked at Geography in too much
detail this year and the visit to Stibbington Education Centre on 15th June
to investigate rivers will give us the perfect opportunity to do
so.
Talking of the Stibbington trip, the children will need to wear their own old
clothes, which they do not mind getting dirty or wet. We will be planning to
wade in a stream and explore riverbanks, so they will
need to come in appropriate clothing and footwear (eg
wellies (in a plastic bag) and waterproof jackets).
Thank you.
Another area we studied this week, in PE, was about
group problem solving activities. The photos show some of the
children working out how to make the letters of the alphabet and 09 numbers using their bodies from a bird’s eye perspective. See if
you can work out which letters and numbers are shown in the
photos.
Homework, this week, will only be the usual
spellings, which are due back next Thursday.
Thank you for your continued support and all
your help at home over recent weeks, in
supporting your child in revising for the SATs
exams.

Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team
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Children’s Clothes Swap
3-4:30 pm
Sunday 22 May
Steeple Morden Church
Please bring unwanted but wearable children’s clothes and
shoes to swap, and take away some new items
Please pre-sort clothes into size/ age
FREE
Any queries? Contact Rosemary mad_cellist@hotmail.com
07729 856128 or via Facebook
Please do not attend if you have COVID-19 symptoms

Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes
Bonfitness Pilates
Multi Active Holiday Childcare
Steeple Morden Tennis Classes
May half term French Holiday Club
May half term Netball camp
May half term Athletics camp
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Learn from the mistakes of others.
You can’t live long enough to make them all yourself.”
Eleanor Roosevelt

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
Royston
Hertfordshire
SG8 0PD
Phone: 01763 852474
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