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“You’re off to great places! 

Today is your day! 

Your mountain is waiting, 

So get on your way!” 

Dr Seuss 

Message from Mrs How: 
 

Here we are again at the end of another school year and I cannot believe 

how the time seems to have flown by.  This is the first uninterrupted year 

since the summer of 2019, although reflecting on the cold winter with 

doors and windows open, followed by a heatwave this week I do wonder 

how we managed that. 
 

It has been a strange year as we have cautiously returned to some sort of 

‘normality’, reinstating some activities, planning to relaunch others and 

making changes where we have found new ways of working.  The English 

saying (often referred to as an old Chinese curse, although not proven) 

“May you live in interesting times” certainly springs to mind.  Perhaps the 

coming months will be interesting in more positive and pleasurable ways. 
 

We have said many goodbyes this week.  Our year 6 children are heading 

off to the next stage of their education as they move to secondary school.  

We know they are ready for the new challenges and we wish them a 

bright future ahead.  Mrs Hannah has also left us this week as she moves 

to the art & DT department at BVC.  Although we will miss her greatly, we 

understand that she will be following her interests and passions, and we 

wish her well.  Finally, we have said goodbye to Canon Williams as he 

begins his retirement after the summer.  He has been a significant and 

supportive member of the school and governing body for many years and 

we will all miss him.  (Please see page 5 for a message from Canon 

Williams).  We have also said farewell and thank you to Mrs Polito, 

although she has agreed to come back should we need any supply cover 

next year. 
 

As we plan for September and the new school year there are some slight 

changes to the school day and arrangements for lunches.  This will be sent 

as a separate Parentmail next week. 
 

For now, all that is left to do is wish you all a safe and peaceful summer.  
To those year 6 parents who will also be leaving us, thank you for all your 
support over the years.  To everyone else, we look forward to seeing you 

and your children in September.  Years 1-6 will return on Monday 5th 
September, with Reception children joining us from Thursday 8th 

September.   

  Friday 22nd July 2022 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 
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Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Autumn 2022 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:                £12.00 

1st half term £84.00 

2nd half term £91.20 

Whole term £175.20 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

September 

1st } INSET days 

2nd  } Pupils not in school 

5th Pupils return to school (Years 1—6) 

8th & 9th Reception pupils half day 

12th Reception pupils in school full time 

26th School photos (individual & sibling) 

 

October 

24-28th Autumn half term 

 

December 

21st  Last day of Autumn term  

School lunch pricing—
from September 2022 
 
Following the price increases we 
are seeing in food and electricity 
we have reviewed our school 
lunch charges and the cost of a 
school meal will go up from 
September 2022 to £2.40.  



Notice Board 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by 

email on 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  12 

noon if your child’s home time 

arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is 

being collected with another child to let us 

know; we've had a number of occasions 

when the office has had to make last-minute 

phone calls at the end of the day for this 

reason.  

School uniform 
 

Please, please ensure that your child’s 

belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle etc) are 

all labelled with your child’s name.  We have a 

number of jumpers and other items which have 

been misplaced by their owners which we can’t 

return as they don’t have the child’s name 

inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.  

Playground 
 
Parents are asked to ensure that their children, 
whether those who attend school or younger 
siblings, do not play in the gazebo or on the play 
structure at school pick up time.  This is to 
ensure everyone’s safety and prevent any 
damage to these valuable structures.   Please 
ensure that once on the school premises, bikes 
and scooters are walked, not ridden.  

Emails to the school office 
 
When  emailing the school office, 

please ensure you use your child’s first 

name, surname and their class/year 

group.  This means that office staff, 

particular those who aren't’ 

necessarily familiar with all the 

children’s names, can quickly action 

your message as appropriate.   

Shoelaces  
 

When buying school shoes and trainers, 

please think about whether your child can 

tie shoelaces.  Staff see lots of children 

around school with laces that have come 

undone and who aren’t able to retie their 

own shoes.  As you can imagine, staff don't 

have time to refasten lots of shoes! 

 

Please help your child practice tying 

shoelaces, see https://www.wikihow.com/

Tie-Your-Shoes for several different ways to 

try. 

 

If your child simply can’t grasp learning how 

to tie laces at the moment, please ensure 

you buy shoes with Velcro fastenings. 



News from Starling Class (Reception) 

Hello for the last time from the Starling Class Team! 
 
This week the children have amazed us all with their 
resilience in such trying weather conditions. They have 
been kind and gentle to one another, taken things 
slowly, kept hydrated and even enjoyed frolicking in 
the paddling pools. 

 
 
The children have been thinking about how 
the weather can affect our bodies and what 
we can do to keep ourselves and others safe. 
Their learning about pirates came to a 
crescendo with our Pirate pyjama Party. The 
children created telescopes, pirate hats and 
flags too! 
 
We have 
sent home 
a Phonics 

overview highlighting the areas of success and areas 
for practice ready for Year One. The children were 
assessed last week against our new Phonics 
programme which we will be starting in September, in 
order to give the Year One team an idea of the 
children’s starting points. This is for your information 
only, it is completely up to you what you wish to do 
with it, but do not panic! 
 
We have had a wonderful year all together and we are so proud of how all of the children 
have grown and developed in their short time with us. Mrs Bowmer and Mrs Andrews are 
very lucky to have such a wonderful flock of Starlings 
but they are now too big for us and need to fly the nest. 
 

Have a wonderful Summer and we can’t wait to see the 
new Robins arrive in September! 
 

Mrs Meridew, Miss 
Webb, Mrs Brown & Mrs 
Keech  
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A message from Shamus 
 
It is hard to believe that I have been Rector and therefore a governor of Steeple Morden school 
for nearly 27 years. Now it is time for me to move on into retirement. The time has flown by, 
but I realise how long it is when I get requests from people for marriage who mention 
remembering me taking their assemblies at school.  So many children have passed through the 
school in that time, and I know that every effort has gone into providing them with a good start 
in life, thanks to the dedicated teachers and other support staff.  It has been a real privilege to 
be involved in the life of the school.  May God continue to bless Steeple Morden school, 
especially all the precious children. 
 
Canon Shamus Williams 
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Message from the Governors 
 
As another academic year comes to an end we would 
like to thank Mrs How and all the staff for their hard 
work during yet another busy term, particularly over 
these past few weeks during which it has been great 
that parents have been able to share experiences at 
the school, such as  coffee mornings, sports days, 
performances and assemblies.  Last week the year 6 
children enjoyed their leavers’ party, as did some of 
the teachers (see photos!)  Well done to all of our 
year 6 pupils: we are aware of how hard you have worked this year and how supportive you 
are of each other - this was also reflected in your excellent end of year performance which some 
of us governors (parent and non parent) thoroughly enjoyed watching.   
 
The governors were very pleased with the recent SATs results and end of year progress across 
the school, which reflect the hard work of pupils and staff, but also is evidence of the Covid 
catch up tutoring having a positive impact.   
 

We have also been discussing areas to focus on 
following our Ofsted visit and our Curriculum 
committee has already been discussing some of Mrs 
How's plans to develop non-core subjects. 
 
I would like to end our message with a big thanks 
to Reverend Shamus Williams who has been an ex-
officio governor for Steeple for more years than he 
wished to remember!  He will be greatly missed by all 
of us but we would like to wish him all the best in his 
retirement. 



News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

Well, that was different! 
 
I have to say how incredibly proud of your children we 
were at the start of the week with the heat in the 
classroom. They were so sensible: being less active 
than they might have liked, drinking their water when 
we asked and having lots of fun cooling off with water 
(I mean: working hard, washing all the toys!)  The few 

children who were left on 
Tuesday afternoon enjoyed 
a little foot spa and loved the boat-making challenge – I hope 
they told you about it when they got home! 
 
As a way of being still and calm the class were able to watch Bee 
Movie and, for getting all 10 of their class stars – for working 
together as a team and putting in top effort this term, they have 
also watched ‘A Bug’s Life’ – with a bit of popcorn! 
 
Reminder, please take an 
‘extreme reading’ picture, 
ready to display in 

September. If you are able to print it out that would be 
wonderful, if not please sent to the school office for 
the attention of Mrs Seward. 
 
Thank you so much for all the work you have put in at 
home throughout the year and for sending your 
children in to school to learn and have fun with us. We 
will certainly miss them next year, but know that we 
will hear all about their achievements from their new teachers. 
 
We hope that you have a lovely summer break, enjoying fun times together and having a 
good rest before the new term starts in September.  

 
Take care, and all the very 
best. 
 
Mrs Bowmer, Miss Blesic 
and the Year One Team 
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News from Owl Class (Year 2) 
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‘Adios’ from Year 2! 

 

It hardly seems possible that we have reached the end of the year already; the last few 

weeks seem to have flown by! 

 

As predicted, the final week in Year 2 has been quite busy… a little bit of spelling, mental 

maths, tackling tables, puzzles, card making and learning about Mexico! We walked to 

church for a special service to say goodbye to Canon Williams and present him with a gift 

which all the children in school helped to make and we are sure he will treasure. We made 

a cactus and tasted some Mexican snacks and then this morning we said goodbye to our 

lovely Year 6s in their final assembly in school.  

 

        
 

Your children have been an absolute pleasure to teach and they have done fantastically 

well and should all be really proud of themselves.  We are sure they will go on into Year 3 

with confidence and such enthusiasm to learn more! 

 

Thank you for your support throughout the year – listening to reading, learning spellings, 

working on amazing homework projects, practising lines for nativity plays, listening to 

recorder playing and encouraging your children in everything they do.  

 

We are so lucky in Year 2 to have Mrs Brown who helps us all in so many ways every day – 

we would not be able to do all that we do without her!   

 

We all hope you have a fantastic summer holiday and we will look forward to seeing you all 

again in the playground or at the gate in September. 

 

Happy Holidays! 

 
Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown  



Extreme reading 
  
Reminder, please take an ‘extreme 
reading’ picture , ready for displays in 
September, if you are able to print it out 

that would be wonderful, if not please 
sent to the school office for the attention 

of Mrs Seward. 

 
Maybe we will see you reading up a tree, 
or in a cave, 
in a den or 
upside 
down on a 
swing. 
Wherever 
you are 
reading, 
have fun. 

 

PTA News 
 

July Lottery Club winners are: 
1st:  20 Julie Keech   

2nd: 108 Nicole Plaiche   

3rd:  38 Emma Roche   

 

August Lottery Club winners are: 
1st:  75 Pam Caldwell   

2nd: 112 Maureen Haigh    

3rd:  107 Sarah Almond   

 

CONGRATULATIONS to all the winners! 

 

Thanks to the co-chairs of governors for making sure the draw was done fairly and properly! 



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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I feel a proud peahen at the end of this year, the first full year 

since my little chicks were Starlings in Reception. A year that 

has whizzed by creating many happy memories that I hope 

will remain with the children for a very long time.  

 

All of them have worked hard and achieved things of which 

they should feel rightly proud. We had a think of how we 

would describe the year, and this is what we came up with… 

Extraordinary, fun, the 

quickest year yet, happy, interesting, exciting, the best year 

ever, amazing, heart-warming, delightful, fantastic, eventful, 

adventurous, magnificent, we have been as busy as a beehive, 

changeable, terrific, enlightening, full of great achievements, a 

journey of twists and turn  with hills to climb along different 

pathways. 

 

All of these things describe 

the journey of learning and discovery that took us through the 

Year Three curriculum. I sincerely hope it was full of fun for all. 

However, we have now reached the time for my little peacock 

chicks to fledge and become little Swifts! I wish each of them 

every success as they move into Year Four and beyond, I look 

forward to hearing of their new adventures and discoveries. 

 

Thank you all for your support during the year, there have been 

many things that simply would not have been possible without it. 

 

So for the last time, it is over and out from me, go fledge my little chicks and achieve all your 

wishes and dreams. 

 

Wishing you an enjoyable restful summer 

holiday, take care.  

 
Mrs Seward and Miss Smith 
 



News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

To prepare the children for changes that are different to our standard routines, I often use 
the phrase, ‘Today is going to be a different day’ and that certainly was the case with the 
temperatures this week! Once again the children showed their adaptability and resilience 
to deal with events that are out of the ordinary - a massive well done to all.  We knew 
standing in a hot kitchen would not be fun so we adapted our cooking to make dips and 
crudite s; the children thought they were delicious and they now have a useful skill for 
summer BBQs!  At the peak of the heatwave we did try to cook an egg outside and we 
managed it, but it is probably an egg you would not want to eat! 
 
In Maths we have been consolidating our work over the last year. More and more we are 
moving to digital currency but we still need an understanding of physical coins so any 
chance your child has to experience using coins and calculate totals and expected change, 
would be useful in helping secure their knowledge in this area.  
 
For the first time at Steeple Morden, as part of the physical computing curriculum, we 
continued to make and programme robots using ‘crumble controllers’. Children worked 
really well together and took an ambitious project and broke down the instructions into 
steps and created and ‘debugged’ code to work out how to instruct the motors to move 
their robots in different directions. 
 
We had our final assembly with Canon Williams in church on Thursday and today we said 
goodbye to our year 6 class in an assembly - we wish them all the best for their future.   
Have a restful break over the holidays whatever you are up to. 
 
Mr Beavan & the Year 4 Team 
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News from Heron Class (Year 5) 

 

What a tricky week it's been all round.  With such warm weather, we are so proud of how 

well the children have coped.  They have honestly been superstars! 

 

We have continued our work with co-ordinates and translating co-ordinates in Maths.  We 

are really getting to grips with this now and have even completed some really challenging 

translations! 

 

In English we shared our Mystery stories with our friends.  The children wrote fantastic 

stories and most were keen to share their exciting work with friends. 

 

On Wednesday afternoon we took part in a Rounders match against the Year 6 

class.  Although we didn't win this time, the children gave it their best shot and did a super 

job of batting, fielding and running! It was a great way to end our first cooler day of the 

week.  There's lots of time to get some training in before the match next year!  

 

The children spent some time with Mr Baker in year six on Tuesday morning. They were 

excited to meet their new teacher and have a look around the year six classroom. We are 

sure they will do you all proud when they move onto year six in September and embrace 

the additional opportunities and responsibilities that being in the final year of primary 

school offers. 

 

We have had a lovely last week together in class finishing off some final pieces of work and 

sorting out the resources and the classroom so we could all be confident that we had not 

left any of our belongings behind.  We had our final assembly in the Church with Canon 

Williams as he is now retiring. The staff and children will miss him a great deal but we 

wish him all the best with his next adventure.  Mrs Hannah has accepted an exciting new 

job that starts in September. All of us in year five would like to say how grateful we are for 

all her help over the past year and the great care she has taken to support the children 

(and adults) around her – not just in year five. Her smile and her talents will be very much 

missed. 

 

Mrs Seward had asked us to remind you that it would be great if 

you are able to take an ‘extreme reading’ picture over the 

summer holidays, ready for a display in school in September. If 

you are able to print it out that would be wonderful, if not please 

send to the school office for the attention of Mrs Seward. 
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A message from Mrs Morris..... 

All that remains is to say a few final thank yous – to Mrs Polito for everything she did for us in 

the summer term, to the children for all their hard work (and for keeping us laughing) and to 

all parents and carers for their support throughout the year.  A big ‘thank you’ for all the 

gifts, cards and kind words.   

 

Have an excellent summer and we look forward to seeing you safely back in school in 

September.   

 

A message from Mrs Polito..... 

I would like to thank all the children for their generous cards, gifts and messages this 

week.  Your children  have made my time at Steeple Morden Primary School so much fun and I 

have many memories from my term with them that I will treasure.  Your children should be 

proud of all that they have achieved this term and I wish them a fabulous time in Year 

6.  Keep that focus going all of you!  

 

Thanks again for your support. Have a wonderful Summer and stay safe. 

 

The Year 5 Team 

Thanks to all children for having a great year. I hope that they will fondly remember their 

time here at Steeple Morden and that they look forward to their next stage of their 

educational journey in whichever secondary school they attend. 

 

The production performances on Tuesday and Wednesday, last 

week, and the leavers’ assembly on Friday were successful and 

enjoyable. Thank you for all your help in making these a success. 

 

Have a good few weeks off and, for the final time, thank you for all 

your support this year. 

Mr Baker and Mrs Barbour. 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 
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The Mordens and Litlington Mobile Warden Scheme 
Registered Charity 1127471 

 
JOB VACANCY - Could you be our new Mobile Warden?    
 
Is this you?  
 

Enjoy interacting with people?  
Seeking flexible, part-time work locally?  
Would like a rewarding role that secures the independence, dignity, security, privacy and wellbeing of 

vulnerable members in our community?  
 
What the role offers  
 

10-12 core hours a week (minimum) that can be worked flexibly to fit in with other commitments of the post-
holder – a few additional hours may be needed by arrangement 

Monday to Friday, excluding weekends and bank holidays 
£12 per hour plus expenses including mileage - benefits include pension contributions and training 

 
Job Description 
 
The mobile warden carries out regular visits and phone calls to alleviate social isolation and ensure the wellbeing 
of local residents.  Some clients may also need some practical support e.g. form filling, arranging transport, 
booking appointments.   
 
The post-holder will assist in the promotion of the scheme to raise awareness locally and in the recruitment of new 
clients. 
 
The role does not involve personal care.   
 
Person Specification 
 
The role would suit a self-directed individual who is seeking rewarding, flexible, part-time work locally.  Experience 
of working within the caring profession would be desirable but a kind and caring disposition and a genuine desire 
to work with and support vulnerable or elderly people is more important.  Applicants must be over 18 and have 
their own transport; DBS checks will be required 
  
Application Process 
 
Applicants should submit a brief CV and supporting statement explaining how they fit the role by Monday 5 
September 2022 – please note we may close the recruitment process early if a sufficient number of quality 
applications have been received. 
 
For more details and a detailed job description please email the Chairman of Trustees, Geoff Harper 
geoffkharper@gmail.com for more details or call him on 01763 853845. 
 
The Mordens and Litlington Mobile Warden Scheme 
 
The Mordens and Litlington Mobile Warden Scheme is a small registered charity supporting vulnerable people to 
live independently in their homes. The scheme covers residents in and around Guilden and Steeple Morden, 
Litlington and Bassingbourn and is funded through a combination of membership fees and grants.  
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Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



 

17 

 
 
 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

Norwich City Football Club community clubs 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

Multi Active Holiday Childcare 

Steeple Morden Tennis Classes 

Herts Performing Arts Summer Stage School 

Summer Holiday Netball & Athletics Camps 

Cambridge Summer Singing School 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Goodbyes make you think.  They make you realise what you’ve had, what 

you’ve lost, and what you’ve taken for granted.” 

Ritu Ghatorourey  


