Friday, 12th November 2021
steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How
On Thursday, we visited the church for our Remembrance assembly and then
gathered around the memorial for our Act of Remembrance where children
laid a wreath and planted crosses and some year 6s read the Ode to
Remembrance and Kohima Epitaph. The sound of Mrs Bowmer’s cornet
playing could be heard around the village and it was lovely to see some of our
neighbours come out of their houses to join us from an appropriate distance.
A few cars stopped during our short service and a number of people
commented on the two men from Royston Domestic Appliances who got out of
their van and stood in silence. The children behaved impeccably and listened
carefully to all the key messages; we are so proud of them.
This week we have been talking about our plans for Christmas events, in
particular the Nativity and Church Service which are traditionally shared with
parents. With Cambridgeshire designated an Enhanced Response Area there
are additional measures in place for schools until 10 th December which
include all non-essential events where parents visit schools being held
virtually.
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As a result, we have taken the decision to share these events online again. We
do not yet know what the guidance may be from the 10 th December to the end
of term on the 17th and we cannot leave it any longer to finalise plans.

November Numeracy Challenge 4

Reception, Years 1 and 2 will work together to produce a modern day
telling of the Nativity. This will be recorded during the week commencing 6 th
December and made available to parents and carers to view on our school
YouTube channel via a specific link (this means it will not appear in any
‘search’). This will be available for approximately 24 hours in the final week
of term with the actual date and times to be confirmed in the next two weeks.
A Parentmail was sent today asking for permission to video and share your
child’s image – we need this completed before allocating parts.

Children in Need ......................... 18

Years 3 to 6 will each work on an aspect of a Christmas theme which will be
put together and presented to the rest of the school in a Zoom assembly. We
will record this and make it available to parents and carers to view on our
school YouTube channel via a specific link (this means it will not appear in any
‘search’). This will be available for approximately 24 hours in the final week
of term with the actual date and times to be confirmed in the next two weeks.
A Parentmail will be sent on Monday asking for permission to video and share
your child’s image – we need this completed before allocating parts.
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This was not our original plan and we were looking forward to welcoming
parents back into school. It is also not a decision that we have taken lightly.
We are now focussing on keeping everyone well enough to be in school for all
the rehearsals and recordings.

“A hero is someone who understands the responsibility
that comes with his freedom.”
Bob Dylan

School Meal Charges
Autumn 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£86.95
£79.90
£166.85

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

November
17th
19th
19th
19th - 21st

Year 3 Mayan day
Nasal flu vaccinations
Children in Need day
Christmas Tree Festival in Church

December
tba
15th
15th
tba
17th

KS1 performance to parents
& invited guests
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Jumper Day
KS2 Christmas Church service
Last day of autumn term

Future events:
14-18 March 2022

Year 6 trip to Peak District

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

Christmas Lunch - 15th December
We will shortly be sending out a Parentmail form to
take orders for school Christmas lunch on 15th
December. Please keep an eye out for the form and
respond to it as soon as you are able to. Many
thanks.
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Notice Board
Absence Reporting

Home Time Arrangements

If your child is absent please advise
us on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and
leave a message on the absence line
or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use this
aspect of the system and so this
won’t be seen.

Please ensure that you advise the office by
email on
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time
arrangement will be different from usual.

Would your child like to play in their very
own rock band?
Rocksteady in-school band lessons are the
perfect opportunity for your child to learn new
skills, develop friendships and have the time of
their life.
Watch this short video to see what learning in
a band could do for your child’s well-being:
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
watch-video/

It is really important to let us know as
soon as you are able to so we can ensure
messages get to the class in good time for
the end of the day. We appreciate that
there are times (ie when stuck in traffic)
when it isn't possible to let us know earlier,
but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an
email either on the morning of the change,
or the evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is
being collected with another child to let us
know; we've had a number of occasions
when the office has had to make lastminute phone calls at the end of the day for
this reason.

Poppy Appeal
KS1 Nativity
Reception and KS1 parents will have received
a Parentmail form regarding permission for
filming their child during the Nativity play.
Please ensure you respond to this form by
Wednesday, 17th November at 12 noon.
Thank you.

Many thanks to those families
who sent in donations for the
Royal British Legion’s annual
Poppy Appeal.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class!
This week we thought about the question ‘I wonder why
we celebrate Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday?’
We learnt that poppies are a symbol of remembrance and
that every year on the eleventh day, of the eleventh
month, at the eleventh hour people from all around the
world join in with a two minute silence. We listened to a
bugle playing ‘The Last Post’ in preparation for our
Church service and two minute silence.
To coincide with our Remembrance theme, we turned our attention to the French
impressionist artist Claude Monet. We specifically looked at the painting ‘Poppy Fields Near
Argenteuil, 1875’. We learnt that Claude Monet was inspired by nature and his childhood by
the sea and that making friends with fellow artists opened his eyes to using different
techniques such as painting what he saw in front of him outside rather than in a room and
painting from memory. We learnt that impressionism is a style of painting where short, quick
brushstrokes and unblended colours are used. The children were inspired by his work and
used oil pastels to create their own Monet inspired poppy fields which are on display in our
windows and in the classroom! We couldn’t pass up the opportunity to learn some French
greetings, so we have learnt how to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ in French too!
This week we began our Phase Three Phonics adventure! The children learnt the phonemes j,
v, w and x. Please try to ensure that when pronouncing the w phoneme that the
emphasis is put on the beginning of the sound and w does not become “wUH” or “wER”. It is
thrilling to hear how you have all been excited by the magic of hearing your child read for the
first time. We will change books on Wednesdays as usual each week. Please revisit the books
to build fluency, confidence and expression during the course of the week.
Our Maths sessions this week had us thinking about the properties of 2D shapes. We used
mathematical language to describe the differences between shapes such as sides, curved and
straight. We thought about how 3D shapes can make different 2D shapes when printed,
depending on which face is printed e.g. a cuboid can create a square and a rectangle.
In PE, we continued our topic ‘BEST OF BALLS”. This week we managed to get outside and we
moved our attention to rolling and throwing underarm using bean bags and balls to aim at a
target. We moved around the area in a variety of ways to keep our bodies warm and had to
think about good throwing and rolling posture as well as maintaining focus on the target.
Thank you for sending in warmer PE kit in such short notice!
We still require a few children to send in spare socks however
as we do not have enough in school for everyone to borrow. If
you are yet to send in warm PE kit, then please do so by next
Tuesday as we hope to be outside again next week.
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We had a few new additions to our home corner this week: a toy iron
and ironing board with clothes, a hoover, a mop and bucket, dusters
and cleaning cloths… I don’t think the home corner has ever looked so
spick and span! In the water tray this week we had ‘dirty’ dishes with
washing up liquid, water and an assortment of cloths and sponges.
Let’s just say your children showed MARVELLOUS amounts of
domesticity this week, so much that Mrs. Hinch would be proud! We
talked about ‘chores/ housework/ tidying up/ cleaning’ and how they
may not be everyone’s favourite thing to do but they are still an
important task that needs to be completed in and around the family
home. We also discussed safety measures and the dangers of cleaning
products and irons and we agreed that perhaps making their own
bed, putting their clothes in a wash basket and keeping their rooms
tidy were appropriate tasks for them at the moment!
This week’s Library excursion was to the Fiction library. Our line
leader of the day helped to choose our book to share in the library which was exciting! Next
week we will again be encouraging the children to share their thoughts and opinions about their
chosen library books, whether they liked the book or not and why as well as encouraging them
to share their favourite page. It would be great if the Yellow Bananas could be prepared to talk
about their opinions of their book next week.
We had a look at our ‘An Interesting word for every day of the year’ book again this week and we
will be adding 7 new words to our ‘word wall’. This week’s words were:
Bewildered: To be confused and unsure what to do
Cemetery: A place where people who have died are laid to rest
Demolish: To destroy something completely
Dismal: Causing gloom
Sculpt: To create or shape an object to represent something
Sufficient: Enough of something
Wavy: Hair that is not straight or curly, but curves
slightly
Don’t forget, next week will be the turn of Green Apples for
Show and Tell.
We hope you have a restful weekend!

Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
This week has seen us begin our English focus on Goldilocks. We chose this story because
the children are already very familiar with it, which helps them to focus on many different
aspects rather than just the retelling. This week, we have looked at the characters, talked
about how Traditional Tales were originally told by
word of mouth (which is why there are so many
different versions out there!) developed our character
voices, thought about the sorts of questions and
statements the characters might say and have deepened
our understanding of question words and question
marks. All in all, quite a busy time in English!
The children have also been involved in planning our
‘Bakery’ role play area, getting some ideas together,
creating the bakery items using salt dough (and painting them) and getting a few bits
ready to set up a class cafe.
The children were all respectful and thoughtful as we thought about Remembrance Day
this week, both in the classroom making poppies for our class wreath and at the church
and the War Memorial yesterday.
In RE this week, we have continued to look at why 'good
deeds' and 'Mitzvah' are important to Jews. We all had 2
x £1 coins to spend. We looked at different charities/
situations including our school charity, 'Water Aid' and
decided where each of us would donate our money. We
agreed that the girl who had fallen from her scooter
didn't need money, she needed a different kind of help
like a hug and maybe a plaster.
We learnt that Jews have a Tzedakah box which unlike a normal money box, is for saving
money to give to a charity. We also looked at how giving doesn't always involve
money. We agreed the children could draw a picture or make
something to give someone.

We are hoping later in the term to make Christmas cards to give
to either an old people's home, a homeless shelter, refugee
families or a hospital ward. If you work or have connections in
any of these places and know that 24 Christmas cards from a
year 1 class would be appreciated, please could you let Mrs
Carter know by sending an e-mail to the office.
Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team
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Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Monday’s assembly was based on the story of Jesus calling the fishermen Simon, Andrew, James and
John to become “fishers of men”, preaching God’s word and helping others to learn how to live their
lives for good. (Mark 1 v14-20)
This story was then reflected in our Remembrance Service in the church on Thursday when I talked
to the children about those who join the armed forces being ‘called’ into a role where they believe
they can make a positive difference. I talked about how remembering events of the past and learning
from them can help us seek a better future. The echo of “We will remember
them” in the act of remembrance should be a promise to do all we can to move
towards a world of tolerance, understanding and peace.
I explained that as adults our promise should be to teach children in our words
and actions about tolerance and how to resolve disagreements and conflicts
without aggression and violence. As children their promise should be to be kind
to others, treat all with respect and look for ways to resolve problems without
anyone being hurt.
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
We’ve had another busy week in Owl Class. We have now begun to have weekly spelling
quizzes, on the ten words the children have been learning during the previous week. On
Mondays, we introduce the new spelling pattern or rule with the children, then fill in the
Monday section of our spelling sheets at school, using the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check’
method. The children then bring the yellow folders home, so that they can practise spelling
the words with you too. We also put the same words (or words following the same rule) on
Spelling Frame, each Monday. So this is another way children can reinforce their learning.
If your child is reluctant to practise their spellings at home, you may find trying some of the
ideas below may motivate them and it is fine to do this instead if you find that this helps.
From next week onwards, we will pop the score from your child’s spelling test, in the top
right hand corner of their spelling sheet in the yellow spelling folder.

At school, children usually love
using a whiteboard and pen to
practise their spellings as well
as for phonics and writing.

Using different coloured felt tip
pens can be a fun way to practise our weekly spellings.

Using magnetic letters on a
whiteboard (or fridge at home)
can also be a fun way to learn
our spellings.

In our English work, we have also begun to focus on how stories are planned, written and
structured and we are using traditional tales to help us get started on this. The story of
‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ has been this week’s focus for reading and we have written
our own character descriptions of the troll in the story!
In our Maths work this week, we have started a unit of work on Money. The children each
have a bag of coins in their Maths packs and they have enjoyed
sorting the coins from those of the highest value to the lowest, in
order to make their own bank with
which to solve lots of practical Maths
problems. Perhaps emptying a piggy
bank, wallet or purse at home, then
sorting and counting some coins,
could help practise this if you have
time over the weekend.
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In Science we started to learn about food chains this week, and we went on to make some
of our own food chains, using photos to help us with this task.
In PE we used a piece of music called ‘Danse Macabre’ by Saint-Sans, to help us start to
create our own ‘firework dance’ and the children really enjoyed making all sorts of shapes
and using colourful ribbons too!
We have also been making our own poppies as part of our work in R.E on Remembrance
this week.

Reminders:Please make sure that your child’s clothing is labelled – even hats, scarves and gloves as we
have lots of duplicate sets of these. Please also ensure that your child has their book bag
and water bottle in school every day. Thank you for all your help and support and if you
have any questions about anything please contact us through the office by email:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
We hope you all have a lovely weekend!
The Year 2 Teaching Team – Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
A chocolatey week in Year Three.
In English, this week we have developed our skills in descriptive writing by learning about
similes, after sharing a wide variety of ideas we had a go at writing descriptive sentences using
adjectives and similes.
‘Opposite Charlie, two giant gates locked in the treasure, like a chocolate prison’
‘The machines hummed like a beautiful humming bird feeding’
‘The gates were as tall as magnificent sky scrapers’
We then used our descriptive sentences and similes to write our first draft of the description of
the chocolate factory. Next week we will edit these and begin
to think about describing the chocolate room inside the
factory.
In maths, we have revised written method for addition and
subtraction, discussed different representations of calculation
and selected the best method to use to solve real life addition
and subtraction problems. We have needed lots of practise at
counting in 10s and 100s from different starting numbers, if
you have a few minutes please practise this at home, eg 27,37,
47, etc or 108,208,308 or 187,197,207. Next week our maths
will develop these ideas further.
In other areas, we have started our technology work based
around chocolate, to begin with we thought about the types of
chocolates we already know, their packets and packaging. We
will use what we noticed to create a chocolate box design of
our own. In order to find out what chocolate we should create
we conducted a consumer survey on our favourite chocolate,
shapes and tastes. This involved a lot of talking and questioning as well as chocolate eating.
In PE, we have continued thinking about the different shapes we can make with our bodies, this
week we reminded ourselves of the 3 basic gymnastic shapes that can be
made (tuck, pike and straddle) and started to consider how they can be
combined together to create a gymnastic sequence. On Friday, we developed
our dribbling skills in hockey by moving around objects; we were also
introduced to a ‘drive’, a way to send the ball to a partner. Mrs Seward
constantly reminded us about safety, not lifting the stick above our knee and
keeping our fingers around the stick, as she does not want any broken fingers
or black eyes!
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In French with Miss Rider’s and Paolo’s help we revised
our numbers to 12, added on the next part of the
Christmas rhyme and learnt the days of the week. We
will come back to all these things next week.
With Miss Smith, on Wednesday as the next part of our
focus on diversity, we discussed different cultures and
how they compare to ours. We also thought about the
range of cultures within urban and rural areas.

In RE we looked at how Christians continue Jesus’
wishes for a kinder world. In music, we embarked on
the compliment for our Christmas rhyme.
Up coming events
Wednesday17 th November, Mayan dress up day
Please do not feel you need to spend a lot of money on
the costumes, it is surprising what you can do with a
pillowcase and empty cereal boxes!
Weekly home activities
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting
what has been read in reading diary.
 Books and diary must be in school daily please.
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with
set work for the children, logins for both are in
reading diaries
 Tackling Tables practise.
Reminder
 Please name all clothing, now including hats, gloves, scarves.
 Send books and diary into school each day
 Teach your children how to tie shoelaces.

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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An interview with … Mrs How
Our Year 3 journalists interviewed Mrs How
about her favourite things.
Niamh: Thank you for coming to see us to be
interviewed. What is your favourite book, as an
adult and a child?

Mrs How: I can’t choose just one. If I could
choose an author, it would be Terry Pratchett.
As a child my favourite books were the Winnie
the Pooh books.
Lily: What’s your favourite colour?
Mrs How: That’s another difficult one and hard
for me to choose. I like autumn colours.
Harlee: What is your favourite food?
Mrs How: Oooh, a roast dinner. But I wouldn’t like it for breakfast.

Thomas: Do you have any children?
Mrs How: Yes, I have one son. His name is Alasdair and he is 24.
Olivia: Do you have any pets?
Mrs How: I don’t at the moment, but we used to have a black cat called
Jake. He was a scaredy-cat so we called him Shakey Jakey.
What is your favourite thing about Steeple Morden Primary School?
I love that everyone wants to learn – children and grownups alike. It
really is a fantastic place to be.

Art is for All
Your Task:
Using your preferred medium, have a go at creating a picture using only your mouth or foot to control your
chosen implement. Alternatively, click on one of the links and follow a tutorial by one of the artists.
https://www.mfpa.uk/about-mfpa/learn-to-paint-series
Use any colour medium you have to hand.
Please be brave, don’t think too much about it just have a go.
Photograph your masterpiece and send it into the school office so that it can be displayed in the Star’s
very own art gallery. Good luck and have fun!

Art is for All Gallery

SAVE THE DATE!!
Children in Need Day: Friday 19th November 2021
On Friday 19th November it will be ‘Children in Need Day’ and
we know that lots of the children are always keen to support
this event. This year, we are inviting the children to wear their
school uniform with something spotty to school on
Friday 19th November (if they would like to).
So that could be school uniform worn with… spotty socks, or a
spotty hairband, or Pudsey ears, or a few spotty stickers put onto their jumper or t-shirt
perhaps…
We will not be collecting in school for Children in Need but strongly encourage you to donate
directly in one of the following ways:
Donate online at https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
Donate by text: by texting the relevant key word below to the relevant number (the “short
code”). Each text message you send will result in a donation to BBC Children in Need of the
amount stated in the relevant circle for that short code. For example, by texting “DONATE” to
“70420”, you will donate £20
Donate by phone: by calling 0345 7 33 22 33 and using your debit or credit card
Donate at your bank or building society, or at the Post Office by asking at the counter for
your money to be paid to BBC Children in Need
By ATM: visit any RBS, NatWest or Ulster Bank cash machine and you can donate by
inserting your card and pin then select ‘Other’ services and follow the instructions to donate.
By bank transfer: to make an electronic transfer donate to:
Account Name: BBC Children in Need; Account number 70438847, Sort code 40-11-60
By post: send cheque, postal order or CAF voucher made payable to ‘BBC Children in
Need’ to: BBC Children in Need Appeal, PO Box 648, Salford, M5 0LB
By QR code: Scan this code with a smart phone camera and it
will take you to the Children in Need donation page

For further information please see https://
www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/donate/
Thank you as always for your support.
Mrs Luebcke
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For the Fallen

by Robert Laurence Binyon (1869-1943)
published in The Times newspaper on 21 September 1914.

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.
Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain,As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.

Inspiration for “For the Fallen”
Laurence Binyon composed his best known poem while sitting on the cliff-top looking out to sea from the dramatic scenery of
the north Cornish coastline. A plaque marks the location at Pentire Point, north of Polzeath. However, there is also a small
plaque on the East Cliff north of Portreath, further south on the same north Cornwall coast, which also claims to be the place
where the poem was written.
The poem was written in mid September 1914, a few weeks after the outbreak of the First World
War. During these weeks the British Expeditionary Force had suffered casualties following its first
encounter with the Imperial German Army at the Battle of Mons on 23 August, its rearguard action
during the retreat from Mons in late August and the Battle of Le Cateau on 26 August, and its
participation with the French Army in holding up the Imperial German Army at the First Battle of
the Marne between 5 and 9 September 1914.
Laurence said in 1939 that the four lines of the fourth stanza came to him first. These words of the
fourth stanza have become especially familiar and famous, having been adopted by the Royal
British Legion as an Exhortation for ceremonies of Remembrance to commemorate fallen
Servicemen and women.
Laurence Binyon was too old to enlist in the military forces but he went to work for the Red Cross
as a medical orderly in 1916. He lost several close friends and his brother-in-law in the war.

Plaque unveiled in 2003 at
Polzeath to commemorate the
place where For the Fallen is
believed to have been
composed.

News from Swift Class (Year 4)
We read together some further chapters in the book ‘A Medal For Leroy’ and spent some
time working out the relationships between the characters. When the story starts, we are
briefly in the present day, we then find out about one of our character’s childhood and his
extended family. To understand the story we found we had to go back, check details and
work out how the
characters are linked. It is
a good model for learning
that not all stories are told
in time order. This story
ties in with current events
as visiting the memorial at
this time of year is always
a poignant reminder of
those who fought in wars
and for a time for the
children to reflect. A child
from our class laid a cross
at the foot of the
memorial.

We are now also looking in detail at non-fiction books. There is a lot of vocabulary used to
help us navigate our way around; index, contents page, headings, sub headings, text,
captions and any re-enforcement that you can you do at home will really help these terms
become more familiar.
Our work on perimeter continued this week. Practising halving and doubling numbers will
help children with measuring the perimeters efficiently and accurately. Next week we will
be looking at multiplication (repeated addition) and the inverse, division (repeated
subtraction).
In examining where the Vikings traded with others we have been becoming for familiar
with Scandinavia and the wider geographical area of Europe. Most of us had Germany,
France and Spain identified but as the children went
further east it became a little more challenging!
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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We need your Christmas jumpers!
Do you love festive knitwear?

Does your child love dressing up for Christmas jumper day at school?
Please donate your Christmas jumpers, any size from baby to adult, as long as they are clean and in good
condition.
We will hold a preloved Christmas jumper sale on Friday, 26th November; all funds raised for the PTA.
Please hand in your jumpers at reception, or see Emily Wilkinson or Rosemary Garner.
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
Hello from Year 5!
We have had a great week, despite the weather! The children have
been really impressing all the adults with their enthusiasm and hard
work. Firstly, a big thank you to parents and children for the first
successful week of Learning Logs… we were very impressed with the
time and effort spent… long may it continue!

In English this week, we have continued with our work on ‘Street
Child’, with the children working hard to
analyse the characters they have met so
far and think about how Berlie Doherty
uses choice words to communicate how a
character is feeling. On Wednesday, the
children all enjoyed a drama session with
Miss Desmarais where they used hot seating to empathise with
a character from the story. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this
but some children do need special mention as we could easily
see an Oscar in their future: William, Roxy and Sophie H! Well
done to all the children in the class for rehearsing their
answers and thinking so carefully about what the characters
would say when asked.
In Maths, we started developing our knowledge of multiplication by
investigating multiples of numbers. We also looked at factors, prime
numbers and square numbers. This directly feeds into the children’s
Learning Log task for the week too.
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We have mostly finished our William Morris inspired wallpaper
designs, some of which you can see here. We have been working
on the use of repeated pattern
and using era-appropriate
colours to make the links to our
learning really clear.
Finally, towards the end of this
week we spent some time
designing and making
decorations for the Year 5
Christmas Tree that will soon be
on display in the church in
Steeple Morden, alongside other
trees made by each year group
in the school and also by
community groups and
individuals in the village. These
trees will all be on display
during the weekend of the
20th/21st November. If you are
able to do so, please do drop in
and have a look at the work that
your children have been doing,
we are sure that they will be
pleased to point out the
decoration that they made!
Mrs Morris, Mrs Watt and the
Year 5 team
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My child is unwell—what should I do?
We have had a few questions about children being unwell recently so I thought I would clarify the
current position.
Tummy bugs – easy! Child to remain off school for 48 hours after the last bout of diarrhoea or
sickness.
Chicken pox/slapped cheek etc. – follow your Doctor / Health Visitor’s advice (in the case of Chicken
Pox this is often to avoid school until all blisters have crusted).
Cold with runny nose and sneezing – as long as your child does not have any potential Covid
symptoms and they are feeling well enough in themselves they can come to school.
Temperature/cough/change in taste or smell – child should not attend school and a PCR should be
booked as soon as possible. This is based on the current Government advice that anyone with these
symptoms, even if they are mild should take a PCR. LFTs are designed for asymptomatic use, not to
check whether symptoms are Covid or not. If in doubt, ask yourself why you are giving your child a
LFT? If it is because they have some possible symptoms then you should be booking a PCR instead.
From the Gov.uk website
Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as possible if you have any of these 3
symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild:
 a high temperature
 a new, continuous cough
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

If your child has any of these symptoms, please do not rely on a LFT to indicate whether they
may have Covid. Book a PCR, keep them at home until you have a result and let us know.

Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.c
ambs.sch.uk
This email address will be
checked each morning, evening
and during the day (including
weekends) and we ask that you
use this address to advise us of
Covid -19 positive test results for
any member of your household.
Although there is unlikely to be
any action required it does mean
that we can alert members of the
school community to be extra
vigilant. Please do not use this
email address for any other
issues, all other emails should still
be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk
as usual
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week, in Maths, we have been looking at factors, multiples and common multiples.
This was an excellent chance for the class to do some investigative mathematical work,
something that they will be doing more of when they go to their secondary schools next
year. We will be continuing to look at different types of number next week by studying
square numbers and prime numbers.
In English, the class have performed the poems that they were studying last week. We
focussed on tempo, intonation and dynamics and it was interesting listening to the
different interpretations of the poems.
Next week we will aim to read one of Shakespeare’s plays - ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’,
and we will be studying this play and some of the language used as well as the very
different characters and the relationships formed between them.
Homework will be set this Friday and should be completed by Thursday 18th November.
Keep on reading and learning those times tables as well please.
Some of the class also helped with the Remembrance service on Thursday this week.
Thank you to those who contributed.
Also we had a free football lesson in PE this week from the school support team of Norwich
City FC. The children were very receptive and thoroughly enjoyed the session – well done
to all.
Check out some of the photos from our trip to IWM Duxford last week – all had a great and
informative time.
Thank you.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team
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Christmas Holiday Activities and Food (HAF)
Programme: Bookings open on 8 November
The HAF programme offers free holiday scheme places to
primary and secondary school aged children who are eligible
for free school meals due to a low income. During the Christmas holidays, eligible children will be
able to access up to 16 hours for free at a holiday scheme. The sessions will include a healthy meal, a
variety of exciting activities, sports and the opportunity for your child to socialise with other
children. Bookings open on 8 November to parents and carers.
Step 1 - eligibility
Your child will be able to access a free HAF place if you receive any of the following benefits:
 Income Support
 Income Based Job Seekers Allowance
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
 Child Tax Credit - but no element of Working Tax Credit - and have an annual income (as
assessed by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC)) that does not exceed £16,190
 If you are supported under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
 Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
 Working Tax Credit during the four week period immediately after your employment finishes or
after you start to work less hours per week
 Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400 (as from 1 April
2018)
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 at primary school and normally receives Universal
Infant Free School Meals, your child will not be eligible for a HAF funded place unless you also
receive any of the above benefits. If you think that your child is eligible under the above criteria, but
you have not yet registered for these meals, please go to https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
freeschoolmeals to apply.
Step 2: Eligibility confirmation and booking reference number
If you have your unique booking reference number provided by us for the Summer or Easter HAF
holiday programme, please skip to Step 3
If you do not have this reference number as this is your first booking or you have misplaced your
number, please email HAF@cambridgeshire.gov.uk (on, or after 8 November, they will be unable
to respond until then) with the following information:
 Your child’s full name
 Your child’s date of birth
 The school your child currently attends
 The names of all parents/carers who have parental responsibility for your child
They will check their records and then send you a unique booking reference number to confirm you
are eligible.
Step 3: Please contact holiday scheme providers on or after 8 November.
 Download the HAF Provider Directory (available at https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/
holiday-activities-and-food-programme after 8th November) and choose the holiday scheme you
would like to book places with. Contact the holiday scheme direct to book a place for your child,
you will required to give your unique booking reference number.

Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
La Jolie Ronde online French classes
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Guilden Morden Village Market
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Folwmere Bullfinches
Litlington Preschool Christmas Fayre

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“ IN FLANDERS FIELDS T HE POPPIES BLOW.
BETWEEN THE CROSSES, ROW ON ROW.
THAT MARK OUR PLACE; AND IN THE SKY.
THE LARKS, STILL BRA VELY SINGING, FLY. ”

John McCree
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