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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How:
Regular articles

The school has felt quite empty this week without most of our year
6 children. Some of their younger siblings have confessed to
missing their brothers or sisters so maybe absence really does
make the heart grow fonder. I have kept in touch with Mr Baker so
know that they have all been having a fantastic time on our first
school residential trip in two years. Our last trip to the Peak
District was in 2020, returning on the Friday that we all went into
lockdown. In some respects, that feels a very long time ago, but in
others ways the memories are as clear as yesterday.
We have recognised Comic Relief Day in a fairly low-key way this
year. Having had a number of non-uniform days already this term,
and being aware of how often we ask for donations it felt fairer to
allow families to support this charity in whatever way worked best
for them. We do understand that sometimes the pressures of
constantly being asked for donations to different charities, and
children wanting to join in everything can be challenging.
Supporting charities and helping those in need is something that
we encourage in the children; either through donations or more
importantly through actions. If we are able to create this sense of
social awareness at such a young age, we can hope that our children
continue to make a positive impact in the future.
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Steeple Morden C of E Primary School

On that note, thank you to Teddy and his mum for organising the
after school cake stall in aid of DEC this week, and thank you to
those who supported this. It was particularly fortunate that the
‘quiet classroom’ structure had been built so all the cakes and
cookies were kept dry. The final total was in excess of £150

7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
Royston
Hertfordshire
SG8 0PD
Phone: 01763 852474
E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of others.”
Charles Dickens

School Meal Charges
Spring 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£65.80
£70.50
£136.30

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

April
1st
19th
20th

Last day of Spring Term
INSET day (children not in school)
Children return to school

May
2nd Early May Bank Holiday
27th Additional bank holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee
30th - 3rd Jun
Summer half term

June
6th
7th

INSET day
Children return to School

July
22nd Last day of Summer term

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.
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Notice Board
Absence Reporting

Home Time Arrangements

If your child is absent please advise us on
01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave a
message on the absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via Parentmail as
we don’t use this aspect of the system
and so this won’t be seen.

Please ensure that you advise the office by email
on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time arrangement
will be different from usual.

School Lunches
Please note that if your child isn’t in registration
in the morning (ie medical appointment) and
would like a school lunch we need to know by
9.30am at the latest.
If your child comes into school after this time
and hasn’t booked to have a school lunch, we will
need you to provide a packed lunch for them.

It is really important to let us know as soon as
you are able to so we can ensure messages get to
the class in good time for the end of the day. We
appreciate that there are times (ie when stuck in
traffic) when it isn't possible to let us know
earlier, but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an email
either on the morning of the change, or the
evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is being
collected with another child to let us know; we've
had a number of occasions when the office has
had to make last-minute phone calls at the end of
the day for this reason.

Music Lessons in School

Dogs on School Grounds

If you are interested in your child receiving tuition on a
musical instrument in school, please see the
Cambridgeshire Music webpage which gives information
on costs and the opportunity to sign up for lessons.

A reminder to all parents that
dogs are not permitted onto the
school site. There have been a
number of times recently when
parents/carers have been seen
bringing a dog with them onto
the grounds at drop off/pick up
time. Please make arrangements
to ensure our school site stays
dog-free. Thank you for your
support.

Provision of lessons is dependant on the availability of
peripatetic teachers, and for some instruments it may not
be possible for children to begin learning until they are a
little bit older.
For more information go to https://
www.cambridgeshiremusic.org.uk/pages/discovermusic/tuition/learn-to-play-or-sing.html
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Starling Class have been very busy this week, so busy in fact that
they haven't had time to write and tell us about it! Mrs Meridew
will be back at the helm next week, and will let you know all that
the Starlings have been so busy doing.
Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech

Sunflowers for Science Technology Engineering and Maths (STEM) Week
Tying in with the theme of ‘growth’ for this year’s STEM week, some classes have reused
newspaper and created paper pots to accommodate a sunflower seed. If you and your child are
willing, you could look after this indoors making the soil is kept moist on a daily basis (but not
wet) - using a spray bottle can help with this. If this is not possible you could return it to school
and we would plant it in the allotment area by the sheds on the playing field.
Once the seed germinates and is about 8 cm high, they could find a place to plant their sunflower
outside for it to hopefully continue
growing; it can stay in the paper pot so
the roots remain undisturbed and be
planted directly into the ground and
watered daily.
Some classes will keep the sapling in
school and send it home just before we
break up for the Easter holidays and
others will send it home this week.
In July we’d love it if you were able to
send us a photograph of those that have
managed to survive!
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Art is for All
Welcome to your next ’Art is for All’.
This half term’s art looks at the work of Marc Treanor a Welsh artist who created his works in the sand. Treanor
produced his sand murals by sketching designs on paper before using a rake to recreate the design on a beach. The work
would then remain on the beach until washed away by the tide. Marc Treanor, started creating the sand patterns as a
way to keep his children entertained on holiday but then went on to make a career out of it. He made his artwork at
beaches across the UK for the joy of it and as a gift to anyone who came across it on the beaches.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJxdlBzc1Zs

Your Task:
Have a go at home, create sand patterns in a sand tray, try using dry moist or wet sand, alternatively use a tray of flour, or
if you are having shepherd’s pie for tea create a pattern in the mash potato before browning. Remember to photograph
your creating and send them in to the Star’s gallery.
Happy creating.

News from Robin Class (Year 1)
This week in Robin class, the children have all done really well thinking about Instruction
Writing. We have looked at some lovely instructions – to make Egyptian Dolls, a Cardboard
Roll Pirate and How to Make a Sandwich. We then looked at the start of each of the
sentences and found ‘Bossy Verbs’ (which we have also tried to remember are called
‘imperative verbs’) We were pleased to see the children’s own version of instructions to
tell someone how to make a marionette the same as the ones they made last week. We
hope you like our Marionettes. Maybe your child could give you instructions as to how they
made it!

The children all really enjoyed using the large PE
equipment this week. They were very safe – keeping 3
points of contact on the wall bars, they persevered
trying to climb higher up the ropes and challenged
themselves to move in different ways across, up and
down the bars.
In Maths, it has been interesting to see the children
using their skills with numbers to 50, to help them
solve problems. We are still working on counting in 2s
and 5s so if your child is struggling to get to 20 or
beyond, please do practise at home. If your child is
confident in counting in 2s and 5s, please do practise
counting forwards from ANY number(!) and/or
counting backwards in steps of 5 or 2.
The children learned about William Caxton and his
original printing press with Miss Waterer this week in
their History lesson. They have all designed a tile to
print their own pictures, in the style of Paul Klee! We
are hopeful that you will be able to see some photos in
next week’s Star!
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In RE this half term, we are looking at why Easter is important for Christians. Last week we
had a pass the parcel with Easter pictures to put in order with the final layer revealing a
bag of hollow chocolate Easter eggs. We talked about how the egg represents new life and
that Christians believe they can have a new start with God because of what Jesus did on the
cross. We also talked about the empty egg being like the empty tomb in the story
reminding us that Jesus has risen from the dead. By the time you read this we will today
have had a visit from Cannon Williams to talk to the class about traditions linked to Palm
Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday that help Christians remember the story of Holy
Week and Easter.
Thank you for your continued support,
Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1
Team
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Easter Artwork
As I shared with the children in Wednesday’s assembly, we would like them to create a piece of art
work that represents part of the Easter story.
Throughout history, artists have retold the story in their work and now it is your turn. Look
carefully at the pictures in The Star. What do you like about them, how can you use the ideas and
styles to influence a piece of your own.? Please do not be tempted to copy one; this must be your
own work. The children should have been given a piece of card to create their work on; this has
the instructions of what they need to do on the back.

1. start with your card in the portrait orientation.
2. fold it in half, so that it is now landscape and the fold is at the top of your artwork (as Mrs
Seward showed them in the assembly).
3. fold the card, so that this message is on the back.
4. add your name and class to the back of the card.
5. use the examples of art work here to inspire your representation of the Easter story.
Remember this is not an Easter Gift Card, it is a piece of artwork. The only reason for the fold is to
allow us to hang it over string to display.
6. return your work to your class teacher by 23rd March.
Your work needs to be returned to school by Wednesday 23rd March at the latest. Each returned
piece of work will be awarded a house point The class with the highest percentage of returns will
receive a prize. Remember your work will be displayed for all to see in the church.
Have fun!

News from Owl Class (Year 2)
We have all had a very busy week and it’s been lovely to see the children outside enjoying
the sunshine. In our English work, we have continued to work on our ‘Adventures of Twig
Child’ stories, which were based on ‘Stickman’ by Julia Donaldson. The stories started with
Twig Child going out for a walk with his family and after becoming separated from them;
he found himself on an adventure around our school! We took photos of Twig Child stuck
in lots of places that the children had suggested in their story plans such as…

Twig Child finding himself
in one of our pencil pots…

Climbing up William’s
London Eye model…

Or climbing onto our Maths
Working Wall!

The children have worked hard on their stories this week and have tried to make them as
exciting as they could, remembering to check and edit their writing, and to also use some
time connectives to link the events together along the way.
In Maths this week we have continued our unit on Geometry. We have made patterns using
2D shapes and have looked closely the properties of 3D shapes.
A ____________ is a 3D shape with ___ faces, ___ edges and ___ vertices.
We’ve also continued our learning about The Great Fire of London and have almost
finished the dance we’ve been working on.
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This week has also been an opportunity to take part in some fun STEM week experiments.
We’ve been making predictions and observing reactions and here are some of the photos
we took of some of our experiments…

Reading Records Booklets
Yellow Spelling Folders
Homework Folders
P.E
Recorders
Mathletics
Spelling Frame
Tackling Tables

Reminders
to school every day please
to school on Mondays
given out on Fridays, bring back to school on Weds
Mondays with Mrs Luebcke & Weds with Mrs Daniels
please bring into school every Friday
set every Friday
set every Monday
practise as often as possible at home please.

Thank you for your continued support with everything.
We hope you all have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and the Year 2 team

11

News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
On Wednesday we had a special STEM day thinking
about how science, technology, engineering and maths
could be related to growth.
Spring walk/
After our assembly, we went for a walk to spot signs of
spring and the new growth that could be seen. We
went on the same route as our autumn and winter
walks so that we could make comparisons about how
things have changed. During the walk, Mrs Seward
explained the science behind the seasons and what
plants need to grow. We will do much more about this
in the Summer term.
Growing paper
Back in school, we used our mathematical and engineering skills to
grow paper. We started with a piece of A4 paper, a pair of scissors
and a ruler. We measured the length of the paper accurately, and then
Mrs Seward asked us to make it grow. To begin with, we felt a little
bewildered, but with some cunning thinking and experimental
cutting, we managed to grow paper. The paper with the most growth
went from 28cm to 597cm
Magic meringues
Either Mrs Seward has hens that lay magical eggs, or some clever
science was at work when we made our meringues. By whisking egg
whites and icing sugar together we made a thick paste to roll into
small balls, the balls at this point were about the size of a 10 pence
piece, that’s 2.5cm wide. Once they had been in the microwave,
the balls had grown by an average of 8.7cm. This was truly
amazing!
How it works….
When we whisked the egg white, two things happen:
The whisk creates a force through the egg
white, which changes the protein molecules
(the tiny bits that make the protein).
The whisking also causes air bubbles to be
trapped in the unfolded protein, this makes a
foam. When the air molecules trapped in the
protein get hot, they spread out, making the meringues grown.
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The power of a twist.
More magic?!
We watched this clip from David Attenborough’s ‘ The Green Planet’, it explains how some seeds
have evolved to move away from their parent plant so that they have the best chance to germinate
and grow into a new plant. Some seeds can walk!
The best way to see how is to watch the clip: Watch from 11-13 minutes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00149lg/the-green-planet-series-1-5-human-worlds
As things twist they store potential kinetic energy that when released can make things move, we
used this same principle to make paddleboats. A scientific, technological, engineering,
mathematical day was had by all!
Request.
Please do not send children in with sunglasses, instead please have children in a cap with a peak.

Please can you make sure all children’s clothing and belongings are named.
Weekly home activities
· Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
· Books and diary must be in school daily please.
· Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work for the children, logins for
both are in reading diaries
· Tackling Tables practise.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
Mrs Seward and Miss Smith

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Our “Brave Believer” this week was a young, unnamed boy mentioned in the gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. The story was that of Jesus feeding the five thousand,
or The Marvellous Picnic according to my Storyteller Bible. As well as
recognising the miracle of feeding so many people with just five small loaves
and two fish, children were asked to reflect on how brave that young boy
must have been to approach the disciples with his small lunch and offer it to
try and help. Once again, the message is that one small act of kindness and
generosity can go a very long way.
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An interview with … Mr Beavan
Our Year 3 journalists interviewed Year 4 teacher Mr Beavan
about his favourite things.
Lawrence: Hello and thank you for letting us interview you.
What is your favourite colour?
Mr Beavan: Yellow because it is a cheerful and sunny colour.
Lucas: Do you have any pets?
Mr Beavan: No
Lucus: What is your favourite animal?
Mr Beavan: The Japanese Snow Monkey they love hanging around in warm pools of
water.
Iyla: What is your favourite food?
Mr Beavan: Croque Monsieur, it is like a cheese and ham toastie with a sort of
mayonnaise.
Iyla: Have you eaten it in France?
Mr Beavan: Yes it was ‘tres bon’!
Harlee: What is your favourite book?
Mr Beavan: When I was your age it was The Famous Five go to Treasure Island. It was
about children who go on adventures without parents!
Lawrence: Do you have any children?
Mr Beavan: No but I do have a nephew and I have been helping him to learn to walk.
Iyla: Do you have a hobby?
Mr Beavan: I love playing the piano and I am working through my grades, I also enjoy
photography and running.
Iyla: Which do you like best?
Mr Beavan: I like them all they all have different strengths.

Lucas: What is your favourite thing about Steeple Morden Primary School?
Mr Beavan: I like the children because they are so cheerful and I really enjoy the view
from my classroom window you can see the trees and the sunset, Steeple Morden is a
beautiful place.
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Help and support for Ukraine
We know that lots of our children and families want to help the people of Ukraine in some way. We know
of a number of different appeals locally, as well as the national appeals. Those listed on this page are a
few of those we are aware of and may help you decide the best way for you and your family to help in
your preferred way.

The Disasters Emergency Committee

Cake Sale for Ukraine

The DEC brings together 15 leading UK aid charities
to raise funds quickly and efficiently at times of crisis
overseas. https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukrainehumanitarian-appeal

Thank you very much
for the support for the
cake stall after school
on Wednesday, 16th
March. This raised
over £150 for the DEC
appeal for Ukraine.
Thank you so much
for your generosity
and an especially big ‘thank you’ to Teddy and
his mum for the idea and for lovingly making
so many cakes and cookies.

News from Swift Class (Year 4)
This week as part of Design and Technology lessons, where the focus of the curriculum is
on producing food that’s predominantly savoury, we have finished making carbonara. This
involved making pasta from scratch - the children were surprised at how a little could go a
long way when it came to rolling the pasta!
We have been looking at different inventors and concentrating on writing more freely and
at greater length when composing narrative pieces. This week we have been looking at
machines that could produce a number of different products of the children’s desires,
which have included: magical footballs, assorted sweets and multi-faceted jumpers.
In Science lessons, we have
worked on the skills of
accurately measuring and
recording as we set up
experiments to record the
growth of spring onions
over the next week. We will
be looking to draw
conclusions around how
the differing
environmental conditions
affect growth.
‘Growth’ was the theme of
this year’s STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Maths) week and we also prepared sunflowers that we are going to grow in class
before sending home (further details on page 4). After the failure of our copper sulphate
crystals earlier in the year, we are trying again, this time with Alum so fingers crossed.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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Musical Moments: Music
from around the World
Each half term, we will be introducing, here in the Star, information about composers from around the
world as well as a link to a piece of their music.

We start our journey with Chinese American composer, Tan Dun. Tan Dun was born in 1957.
"Tan Dun is a world-renowned composer, well known for his work on film
scores and conducting. He is a UNESCO Global Goodwill Ambassador and the dean of Bard College Conservatory of Music in New York.
He won a Grammy for his score for Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and
has also conducted world-famous ensembles that include the Met, the London Symphony and the Philadelphia Orchestra."
Listen to Concerto for String Orchestra and Zheng. If you watch the video clip you can see what the traditional Chinese instrument the Zheng
looks and sounds like.
Bearing in mind this is an orchestral piece, what more unusual sounds are
made as part of this piece of music?
How does the music make you feel? What movements does it inspire you to make?
We hope you enjoy listening!
https://tinyurl.com/yt6p66hp

Tan Dun: Konzert für Streichorchester und Zheng ∙
hr-Sinfonieorchester ∙ Yuan
Li ∙ Julian Kuerti
Tan Dun: Konzert für Streichorchester
und Zheng ∙ (Auftritt) 00:00 ∙I. Andante
molto – Melancholia – Tempo I 00:40
∙II. Allegretto 04:31 ∙III. Adagio 11:...
tinyurl.com

News from Heron Class (Year 5)
A warm hello from Year 5!
It’s been a bittersweet week in Year 5, as while we’ve enjoyed our lessons and had lots of fun, we’ve
also had to say goodbye to our wonderful Nate. We know that the class and staff alike will miss him
dearly and wish him lots of luck at his new school… how many of Year 5 can remember Amadeo’s
Law in Maths, we wonder?
In English this week we have finished our formal complaint letters and have now started to look at
writing to persuade. We have started to identify some of the language features usually found in a
persuasive text such as emotive language, exaggeration, rhetorical questions and repetition. Next
week we will start to practice using these ourselves…we can only apologise if the children get more
skilled and persistent when trying to persuade you that something is a good idea!
In Maths we have continued our work on Fractions, with the children working hard to add and
subtract fractions greater than one. We looked at two methods that could be used. The first (and
more popular method) involved adding the whole numbers first and then finding the common
denominator to make the fractions the same before then adding the fractions… similar in many
ways to how, earlier in the year, we used partitioning to add and subtract whole numbers. The
second method involved converting any mixed numbers to an improper fraction, converting one
fraction using a common denominator and then adding them together. As the week went on, the
children then started looking at subtracting fractions.
On Thursday and Friday our focus was British Science Week. The theme for this was Growth and
we linked this to our Earth and Space topic by imagining a journey to Mars where we met an
imaginary space creature (as growth is one of the characteristics of living things.) We considered
some of the information we have learnt about life on Mars and then had to decide what
characteristics our creatures would need to have to be able to survive the freezing temperatures
and to be able to live successfully in this landscape. We also thought about what the creature could
eat and how it would need to be different to an ‘Earth animal’ to deal with the differences in gravity
between the two planets.
We followed this up with a Stretchy Slime experiment as many of us had chosen to include a good
deal of slime in our newly imagined Mars creatures! Using a few simple ingredients we made our
own slime and tested it to see whose slime was the stretchiest. We
kept the base ingredients the same and most groups altered one
variable to see how this affected the results when we compared them
with the control batch. We made a lot of mess, had lots of fun and had
plenty of opportunities to practise our science vocabulary and
investigative reasoning skills.
The Year 5 Team
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
We look forward to hearing all about the activities Year 6 have
been doing in the Peak District next week.
Photo from the last residential
trip to the Peak District two
years ago so you get a small
taster of the visual delights your
children have experienced this
week.

PTA News

Pre-loved school uniform sale
Friday, 25th March
On the playground after school
All sizes of uniform and PE kit,
plain or with logo
Polo shirts, trousers & shorts, dresses & skirts, sweaters & cardigans, PE kit

Also Bassingbourn Village College uniform for Year 6 children moving up this summer

Declutter your children’s wardrobes!
Please drop all donations at the school office.

Save money…. Save the planet…

Café Church is back!
This friendly café runs every Friday morning 911 during term time in Steeple Morden Church
Tea, coffee, home-made cake
Toys and lots of space for little ones
Do join us after school drop-off

4 March -1 April

Manchester Marathon
Two of our Steeple Morden school mums Kim Caldwell and Ginny Belson are
gearing themselves up to complete the Manchester Marathon on Sunday 3
April.
Though entering the marathon was a personal fitness challenge for both,
they are also running the 26.2 Mancunian miles to raise money for two
great causes. Any support you would like to offer would be greatly
appreciated:
Kim is running to support the Alzheimer's Society - Alzheimer's Society - United Against
Dementia https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/ Her Justgiving page is at https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kim-caldwell3?
utm_medium=qrcode&utm_source=offline&utm_term=f9f60e075
Ginny is running for a Cambridge based charity that provides gifts and outings to those
affected by cancer and their carers - https://somethingtolookforwardto.org.uk/ Donate at
https://somethingtolookforwardto.org.uk/ginny-belson-manchester-full-marathon/

Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.ca
mbs.sch.uk
This email address will be checked
each morning, evening and during
the day (including weekends) and
we ask that you use this address to
advise us of Covid -19 positive test
results for any member of your
household. Although there is
unlikely to be any action required it
does mean that we can alert
members of the school community
to be extra vigilant. Please do not
use this email address for any
other issues, all other emails
should still be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk as
usual

Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes
Bonfitness Pilates
Hertfordshire Performing Arts Easter Stage School
Multi Active Holiday Childcare
Easter Holiday Athletics Camps
Easter Holiday Netball Camps
Oxford & Cambridge Singing School Easter Courses 2022
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“As we let our own light shine, we unconsciously
give other people permission to do the same.”
Marianne Williamson

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
Royston
Hertfordshire
SG8 0PD
Phone: 01763 852474
E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

