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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How
We have returned to school after half term with a definite reminder
that winter is just around the corner.
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We are adhering to all the advice on ventilation and doing all we can to
keep a good flow of air around the school. The heating is on but it is
simply not enough to combat open doors and windows in the low
temperatures this week; as you can probably imagine it is pretty cold
around here at the moment! It is vital that children always have
jumpers in school (and perhaps extra layers under their
uniforms) so that they feel comfortable enough to focus on their
learning. We are still waiting for our CO2 monitors to be delivered
which will give us a more accurate sense of how much ventilation is
needed to attain the expected levels.
As you may have heard in the media, Cambridgeshire currently has the
status of an Enhanced Response Area (ERA) in respect of actions to
minimise the spread of Covid. We are one of only three Authorities to
have this status at present (Peterborough and Suffolk being the others)
which reflects the concerns at a local and Government level. From our
perspective, we do not need to put in any extra measures at school at
present (we are already following all advice) but should there be an
increase in cases there could be other restrictions. As always, we are
keeping all our end of term plans under close review and will give
more details towards the end of this month.
Next week we hope to visit the church again for our Remembrance
Service. We try to follow the format of the National Service of
Remembrance that is held each year at the Cenotaph in London. This
helps children begin to connect important events at school with those
of the wider community and the wider world. If you are able to attend
a service next Sunday (14th) or watch one on TV, please help your
children to spot the similarities and differences to our act of
remembrance. Please see page 3 for information on how children can
buy poppies in school.
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“The kinder and more thoughtful a person is,
the more kindness they can find in other people.”
Leo Tolstoy

School Meal Charges
Autumn 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£86.95
£79.90
£166.85

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

November
11th
17th
19th
19th
19th—21st

Remembrance Day Church & Memorial service
Year 3 Mayan day
Nasal flu vaccinations
Children in Need day
Christmas Tree Festival in Church

December
tba
15th
15th
tba
17th

KS1 performance to parents
& invited guests
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Jumper Day
KS2 Christmas Church service
Last day of autumn term

Future events:

Absence from School

14-18 March 2022

Year 6 trip to Peak District

If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.
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Notice Board
Home Time Arrangements

Poppy Appeal
We will be selling
remembrance poppies next
week to support the annual
Poppy Appeal. Please send
your children with any
donations for this Appeal. If you would like
to send your child in with a donation from
Monday next week we will arrange for them
to have a poppy. Please ensure the money is a
a named, sealed envelope, please.

Would your child like to play in their very own
rock band?
Rocksteady in-school band lessons are the perfect
opportunity for your child to learn new skills, develop
friendships and have the time of their life.
Watch this short video to see what learning in a band
could do for your child’s well-being: https://
www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/watch-video/

Please ensure that you advise the office by
email on
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time
arrangement will be different from usual.
It is really important to let us know as
soon as you are able to so we can ensure
messages get to the class in good time for
the end of the day. We appreciate that
there are times (ie when stuck in traffic)
when it isn't possible to let us know earlier,
but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an
email either on the morning of the change,
or the evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is
being collected with another child to let us
know; we've had a number of occasions
when the office has had to make lastminute phone calls at the end of the day for
this reason.

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please advise
us on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and
leave a message on the absence line
or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use this
aspect of the system and so this
won’t be seen.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Welcome back from Starling Class,
The children have had a jam packed week reliving their half term exploits, learning about
Diwali and Bonfire night in addition to new phonemes and thinking about 3D shapes!
We have completed our Phase 2 learning this week,
learning our final graphemes f, ff, l, ll and ss! Our Maths
sessions had us revisiting our previous learning at the
beginning of the week and start thinking about shapes.
This week we focused on 3D shapes, using descriptive
words such as curved, flat, faces and edges to describe
their properties in addition to contemplating if they
rolled or not and why.
In PE, we started our new topic ‘BEST OF BALLS’. The
children loved their session this week thinking about
how balls can be moved around their bodies in a variety
of ways. We are hoping to use the playground/ field for
PE this half term so we can have more freedom of
movement with various sized balls. This does however
mean that all children will need to have outdoor PE kit
in school next Tuesday. Please ensure all children have a hoodless jumper/tracksuit top,
joggers, trainers and spare socks in school which can be placed in their PE bags
(particularly for those children who wear tights).
The children have enjoyed learnt about the Indian artist Sayed Haider Raza this week to
coincide with our learning about Diwali. They were interested to note that he used simple
geometric shapes, striking colour combinations and the colours blue and orange were
used a lot. As he spoke Hindi, the children learnt how to say Hello and Goodbye in Hindi
too!
This week’s Library jaunt sent us back into the land of non-fiction. We had a quick visit
and actually had a story in the classroom called ‘Sparks in the Sky’ about Bonfire Night to
end the day. Next week we will be encouraging the children to share their thoughts and
opinions about their chosen library books, whether they liked the book or not and why, as
well as encouraging them to share their favourite page. It would be great if the Red
Cherries could be prepared to talk about their opinions of their book next week.
This week we have sent home the first BOOK WITH WORDS!
Please remember not to only read it once, your child should
feel empowered to read with fluency, and as we all know
practise makes perfect!
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Our final exciting piece of news from our week is that we have begun to become ‘Word
Collectors’. We read a story about a little boy called Jerome who LOVED words and collected
them and the children wanted to join in. Each week we will be looking at one of our new
books ‘An Interesting word for every day of the year’ and we will be adding 7 new words to
our ‘word wall’. This is to increase the children’s vocabulary and expand their love of
language! This week’s words were:
Accompany: To go somewhere with someone
Arduous: Something that is difficult and needs a lot of energy and effort
Attentive: Looking at or observing something closely
Brisk: An activity or action done quickly and in an energetic way
Caution: Taking care to avoid danger or make a mistake
Conquer: To overcome something
Fiery: Something that is burning strongly and brightly
We hope you have a whizz, pop banging weekend!
Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
We have had a very Arty week this week!
We have had a lovely time, creating artwork for the
children’s Christmas Card designs. We hope you love
them as much as we do. Please remember that any
orders need to be placed with the company directly,
with the Artwork being sent to them by us as a
school. This needs to be returned to us by
Wednesday next week, so don’t forget! Do feel free
to send it back in the protective plastic wallet to save
it being damaged on the way to us!
We also had a Firework Art and Safety
morning yesterday. The children had a
wonderful time creating their firework
pictures, making a ‘sparkler’ with a clear
safety message and decorating a biscuit. We
also watched some short clips about firework
safety, as well as learning a little about why
we celebrate Bonfire Night.

In English this week, we have been looking at
an Autumn themed picture, discussing what
might be happening and what the children could see. Some have then gone on to writing
their own descriptions, stories, poems or facts about what
they discussed, using some lovely and adventurous
vocabulary.
We hope you have a brilliant weekend!
Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team
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School Council News
We are pleased to let you know that we are going to be resuming School Council meetings this
term. This week, pupils from Years One to Six voted for their new Autumn term School
Councillors. I am looking forward to meeting with them all next week, in the hall, for our first
School Council meeting of the term. The children have also now received their School Council
badges and next week we will have a team photograph taken. Please could School Council
members wear their badges every day and try their best to look after the badge and keep it
safe.

Just to remind you, pupils in Years One to Six, vote for 2 new School Council members each
term, so that approximately 6 children will have had the opportunity to be a School
Councillor, in an academic year. We also try to give each child (who would like to be a School
Councillor) the opportunity to be one before they leave our school. For this term only, we are
giving the children that were previously voted for (prior to Covid restrictions) the chance to
join the School Council along with those that have been voted for this term. If you would like
to learn more about the work of the School Council, please look out for the minutes of our
School Council meetings on the website. Thank you.
Mrs Luebcke
The pupils who are our new Autumn Term School Councillors are as follows:
Year One: Grace and Alex
Year Two: Elliott and Holly C
Year Three: Olivia S, Lawrence + Teddy
Year Four: Ollie and Martha + Thomas P and Eliza
Year Five: Sophie S and Harry H + Eva and Jack
Year Six: Annabelle and Artie + Josie and Charlie L

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Due to the INSET day on Monday, we did not have our normal whole
school assembly this week. Instead class teachers took the opportunity
to revisit our key messages around being brave, kind and the best we
can be. This was also reflected in Friday’s assembly where our prayer
referenced the Parable of the Lost Sheep which underpins our school
ethos and aims.
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
What a busy week in Owl Class – we have been assessing different areas of learning this
week to see how much progress we have made so far, particularly in our reading
comprehension, our phonics and reading and spelling of ‘tricky’ words. We have also had a
go at some Maths challenges to see if we can apply our knowledge of place value and
different strategies to add and subtract numbers.
In Science we have begun to work on food
chains, thinking about animals that are
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.
In PE we demonstrated our teamwork
skills again when we had a go at some mini
games to practise our throwing, catching,
marking and intercepting skills.
We completed our Henri Rousseau
inspired artwork and gave our works of art
a title…. and we had a creative ‘firework’
afternoon with glitter and glue, thinking
carefully about how to stay safe on Bonfire
Night.
Reminders:Please make sure that your child’s clothing is labelled – even hats, scarves and gloves as we
have lots of duplicate sets of these. Please also ensure that your child has their book bag
and water bottle in school every day. Many thanks.
If you have any questions about anything please contact us through the office by email:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
The Year 2 Teaching Team – Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
A jolly week in Year Three, the children are all refreshed from their half term week and have
been eager to learn.
In English, this week we have started to look at the
descriptive work in ‘Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory’. So far, we have reminded ourselves of what
nouns and adjectives are and how they can be used in
a descriptive sentence. We then work together to
gather adjectives and descriptive phrases to describe
the factory. We have saved all of our ideas and
suggestions for use in future lessons. The descriptive
work based on this story will continue for the next
couple of week.
In maths, we have started to think about subtraction
by subtracting a single digit number where the
subtraction bridges a 10. This introduced how to exchange 1 ten for 10 ones.
We than thought about how to subtract a multiple of 10 from a 3-digit number, including where
we have to exchange 1 hundred for 10 tens.
In other areas, we have started our next unit of science
all about light. In this we needed to consider how we use
light to see and how shadows are formed, and changed
depending on the angle and distance of the light source.
We then considered what material would make the best
curtains for a baby’s bedroom. For this activity, we had
to learn the words, opaque, transparent and
translucent and try to use them in our reasoning. We also
had to sort light sources from reflective objects.
In PE, we have started a gym unit of work thinking about
the different shapes we can make with our bodies, this
week we identified and created, tuck, pike and straddle position. On Friday, we were introduced
to skills that could be used in a game of hockey. Many of the things we had
thought about in our tennis work were useful, nifty footwork, hand eye
coordination and ball control.
In French, with Miss Ryder’s and Paolo’s help, we revised our numbers to
10 and learnt 11, 12. We are keeping up with singing head, shoulders, knees
and toes (all in French), as we have challenged year five to learn it in Italian
for a sing off! We also started to learn parts of a well known Christmas rhyme
in French.
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With Miss Smith (now on a Wednesday!) we moved to the
New Testament and thought about how Jesus chose his first
disciples. We also tiptoed into diversity, asking ‘what makes
me, me?’ identifying the similarities and differences within
the class.
In music, we refined our ability to play the notes, C, D, and E
on tuned percussion instruments.

Up coming events
Wednesday 17th November, Mayan dress up day. Please
do not feel you need to spend a lot of money on the
costumes, it is surprising what you can do with a pillowcase
and empty cereal boxes!
Weekly home activities
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what
has been read in reading diary.
 Books and diary must be in school daily please.
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set
work for the children, logins for both are in reading
diaries
 Tackling Tables practise.
Reminder
 Please name all clothing, now including hats, gloves, scarves.
 Send books and diary into school each day
 Teach your children how to tie shoelaces.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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Art is for All

Welcome to your next ‘Art is for All’
This time we are going to look at a group of artist who work using their feet or mouths!
The roots of the British Partnership of Mouth and Foot Painting Artists – the MFPA – go back to
1957 when the painter Erich Stegmann and a small group of disabled artists from eight European
countries created a self-help association in Britain.
A polio survivor, Erich Stegmann grew up without the
use of his arms yet built a highly successful career in
Germany by painting with a mouth-held brush. It was his
belief that if painters with similar impairments formed a cooperative it would be possible for them to live by their
artistic efforts and enjoy a sense of work security that
until then had eluded them.
This aim was to be achieved by the marketing of their work in the form of greetings cards, calendars,
prints and illustrated books. The result has been a unique worldwide art movement.
One of the main themes of Stegmann’s credo was that the new international Association of Mouth
and Foot Painting Artists must never be regarded as a charity because many of its members were
wheelchair users or even in hospital beds. To him the key word was "partnership" – the word "charity"
was as abhorrent to him as the word "pity" – and the Association has always proclaimed that it is not a
charity and does not qualify for charitable assistance.
Many have achieved international recognition through work produced with brushes held by their teeth
or clenched between their toes
Christy Brown, famous for his book (and later Oscar winning feature film) ‘My Left Foot’ and an early
member of the Association, described what it can mean to disabled people, to be able to communicate
through art in these words:

‘Painting became everything to me. By it I learned to express myself in many subtle ways. Through it I
made articulate all that I saw and felt, all that went on inside the mind that was housed within my usless
body like a prisoner looking out on a world that hadn’t become a reality to me.

Your Task:
Using your preferred medium, have a go at creating a picture using only your mouth or foot to control your
chosen implement. Alternatively, click on one of the links and follow a tutorial by one of the artists.
https://www.mfpa.uk/about-mfpa/learn-to-paint-series
Use any colour medium you have to hand.
Please be brave, don’t think too much about it just have a go.
Photograph your masterpiece and send it into the school office so that it can be displayed in the Star’s
very own art gallery. Good luck and have fun!

Charity News
As some of you may remember, the children
previously chose WaterAid as our School Charity.
Whilst we have been able to talk to the children about
the important work that WaterAid is doing around the
world, we haven’t been able to raise much money for them due to Covid restrictions.
Therefore, our school charity is going to continue to be WaterAid this academic year, so that
we can try again, with the help of the School Council, to raise money for this important cause.
https://www.wateraid.org/uk/

SAVE THE DATE!!

Children in Need Day: Friday 19th November 2021
On Friday 19th November it will be ‘Children in Need Day’ and we know that lots of the
children are always keen to support this event. This year, we are inviting the children to wear
their school uniform with something spotty to school on
Friday 19th November (if they would like to).
So that could be school uniform worn with …
spotty socks, or a spotty hairband, or pudsey ears,
or a few spotty stickers put onto their jumper or t-shirt perhaps…

More details of how you can make a contribution to Children in Need to follow
Thank you as always for your support.
Mrs Luebcke
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Christmas Holiday Activities and Food (HAF)
Programme: Bookings open on 8 November
The HAF programme offers free holiday scheme places to
primary and secondary school aged children who are eligible
for free school meals due to a low income. During the Christmas holidays, eligible children will be
able to access up to 16 hours for free at a holiday scheme. The sessions will include a healthy meal, a
variety of exciting activities, sports and the opportunity for your child to socialise with other
children. Bookings open on 8 November to parents and carers.
Step 1 - eligibility
Your child will be able to access a free HAF place if you receive any of the following benefits:
 Income Support
 Income Based Job Seekers Allowance
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
 Child Tax Credit - but no element of Working Tax Credit - and have an annual income (as
assessed by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC)) that does not exceed £16,190
 If you are supported under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
 Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
 Working Tax Credit during the four week period immediately after your employment finishes or
after you start to work less hours per week
 Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400 (as from 1 April
2018)
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 at primary school and normally receives Universal
Infant Free School Meals, your child will not be eligible for a HAF funded place unless you also
receive any of the above benefits. If you think that your child is eligible under the above criteria, but
you have not yet registered for these meals, please go to https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
freeschoolmeals to apply.
Step 2: Eligibility confirmation and booking reference number
If you have your unique booking reference number provided by us for the Summer or Easter HAF
holiday programme, please skip to Step 3
If you do not have this reference number as this is your first booking or you have misplaced your
number, please email HAF@cambridgeshire.gov.uk (on, or after 8 November, they will be unable
to respond until then) with the following information:
 Your child’s full name
 Your child’s date of birth
 The school your child currently attends
 The names of all parents/carers who have parental responsibility for your child
They will check their records and then send you a unique booking reference number to confirm you
are eligible.
Step 3: Please contact holiday scheme providers on or after 8 November.
 Download the HAF Provider Directory (available at https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/
holiday-activities-and-food-programme after 8th November) and choose the holiday scheme you
would like to book places with. Contact the holiday scheme direct to book a place for your child,
you will required to give your unique booking reference number.

News from Swift Class (Year 4)
It was good to see the children back in school and raring to go on Monday after the half
term break!
This week in our English lessons, we have been looking at a book written by Michael
Morpurgo. The book is called ‘A Medal For Leroy’ and in it we meet the main character,
who is called Michael and we find out much about his early life and his family background.
Even though the character is fictional the events in his life and those of his family are based
on a true a story – that of Walter Tull - he was a professional footballer who was the first
black officer to lead in the army during World War 1. The children have been looking at
what we know of the character and considering if we can predict how he would react in
different situations. This has led to some good discussions with children.
In our maths lessons, we have started to look at measuring the perimeter of regular and
irregular shapes. Can your child find
objects at home to measure the
perimeter of? Can they practise
doubling a length and width and add
these together to find the total
perimeter?

Children have been progressing well
and showing enthusiasm with their
block coding, which is laying the
conceptual foundations for text
based coding later in the year.
Keep an eye out for art work that will
come home with your child today as
you have the option to turn these in to real life Christmas cards/tags/wrapping paper, if
you wish.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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We need your Christmas jumpers!
Do you love festive knitwear?

Does your child love dressing up for Christmas jumper day at school?
Please donate your Christmas jumpers, any size from baby to adult, as long as they are clean and in good
condition.
We will hold a preloved Christmas jumper sale on Friday, 26thahead of the festive season; on all funds
raised for the PTA.
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
A warm welcome back from Year 5! The warm is theoretical however
as the weather has definitely turned colder!
For a slightly shorter week, we have certainly packed a lot in with lots of
super learning taking place… the children all seem well rested and
raring to go which means they’ve all had a lovely time off at home… so
thank you for helping to make the return to this half term such an
enjoyable one!
In English this week, the children used their knowledge of both poetic devices and the Raven poem to
create some truly astounding pieces of creative writing. We were all so impressed with them and felt it
only fair to share some of their wonderful work with you:
Sophie S:
It was a dark and dreary night in December. I was reading in my brown leather chair when I started to
nod off. I heard a tap at my chamber door. It never stopped. I tried to forget about it but I could only hear
the tapping. “Sorry, I was asleep in my chair,” I shouted as an excuse. I got out of my chair and walked to
the door. When I opened it…there was no one there. I had a sandstorm in my throat by now and was
shaking and shivering like a sheep. All of a sudden, I heard this tap against my window. I shuddered as I
walked over to it, scared of what might happen. I opened the window, then I looked out of it confused.
With a flutter, a raven flew in through my window (or was it a crow, I could not be sure). The bird was as
black as midnight. As it flew, it perched above my chamber door.
“What are you doing here?” I said with a quiver and shiver. Then,
out of the breeze, I smelt a faint smell that started to remind me of
Lenore. The wind was waving rapidly, the leaves were shivering,
and my heart was in my mouth. What was going to happen to me?
Arthur:
It was a cold winter’s night. The edges of my book were cold as ice.
“Why, oh why, Lenore?” “Why did you leave me this midnight dreary?” I cried. The bald branches boxed as
I wept into my sorrows. I heard an almost silent rapping on my bedroom door. “W..w..why, could this be
my Lenore?” I stammered. A big, white shadow appeared upon my bedroom door but before I butted in a
huge raven appeared onto the bust above my door… The huge monster was almost crushing the bust. “GO
AWAY, you monster like creature!” I shouted to my heart’s content. My heart was punching my chest as I
shouted.
Max:
It was a dark and dreadful night in December. Rain poured down like loud,
firing bullets landing on the roof above while I was sleeping. Suddenly I
heard a tapping…”hello, who’s there?” I asked. I opened the old, wooden
chamber door and nobody was there. Just then, the same tapping started
again so I opened the window and all of a sudden, a raven flew in. A
sandstorm grew inside my throat.

18

Jess:
It was a dark and dreary December night…The wind was howling at my window. I
lay almost asleep when I heard tapping at my bedroom door. I slowly got up like a
sloth and walked to my door. When I opened it, I could see not a soul. Suddenly, I
heard a tapping at my window. A gust of cold wind danced around me, along with
the wind, a raven flew in and perched on my bust of Pallas.
Nate:
It was a dark night. The clouds loomed like monsters over the tall tower. My chair’s
shadow was a tall giant, creeping across the floor. Unexpectedly, there came a tapping while I was
napping. I was perfectly petrified in this place now. The chamber door had suddenly turned into a
ferocious dragon. I was so sad over my lost Lenore that it was as if I saw her open the chamber door.
Josh J:
It was a stormy night. You could just hear the gentle tap, tap, tapping of the raindrops. The moon shone
bright like a massive torch in the sky. It was a classic winter’s night and the rain punched the ground. A
man was reading a book, his heart a river of lost hope. Then, there came a
tapping as if a dozen flies bashing into his door.
Amy:
It was a stormy, dark night. The rain was pitter-pattering on my window. I
was in bed, trying my hardest to get to sleep but the banging on my
bedroom door was too distracting, almost like a hammer. I was finally
drifting off to sleep but then…a floorboard creaked from the attic.”
This is but a small snippet of the many wonderful pieces of writing the children have created, of which
they should all be very proud.
We were obviously feeling very creative in Year 5 as we also carried out lots of hard work in our
sketchbooks. The children have all selected the animal that will form the focal point of their Morris/
Shipley inspired wallpaper and have worked very hard to arrive at the point they are now. Next week,
the children will be creating their final designs, which we are very excited to share with you. We have
worked very hard as a year group on the content and presentation of our sketchbooks, which, we are
sure you will all agree, are wonderful!
In Italian this week, the children have continued their work on numbers and can now confidently count
to twenty… please feel free to ask them to demonstrate this at home!
You may all have noticed that the children brought home new homework
book called a ‘Learning Log’. The task this week is for the children to find out
about Victorian workhouses. As discussed in class, the children can approach
this in any way they feel helps them best: reading books, looking online,
watching Oliver, watching horrible histories… as long as they are able to
demonstrate what they have found out, we’re happy!

Thank you, Year 5 children for a fantastic first week back!
Mrs Morris, Mrs Watt and the Year 5 team
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My child is unwell—what should I do?
We have had a few questions about children being unwell recently so I thought I would clarify the
current position.
Tummy bugs – easy! Child to remain off school for 48 hours after the last bout of diarrhoea or
sickness.
Chicken pox/slapped cheek etc. – follow your Doctor / Health Visitor’s advice (in the case of Chicken
Pox this is often to avoid school until all blisters have crusted).
Cold with runny nose and sneezing – as long as your child does not have any potential Covid
symptoms and they are feeling well enough in themselves they can come to school.
Temperature/cough/change in taste or smell – child should not attend school and a PCR should be
booked as soon as possible. This is based on the current Government advice that anyone with these
symptoms, even if they are mild should take a PCR. LFTs are designed for asymptomatic use, not to
check whether symptoms are Covid or not. If in doubt, ask yourself why you are giving your child a
LFT? If it is because they have some possible symptoms then you should be booking a PCR instead.
From the Gov.uk website
Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as possible if you have any of these 3
symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild:
 a high temperature
 a new, continuous cough
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

If your child has any of these symptoms, please do not rely on a LFT to indicate whether they
may have Covid. Book a PCR, keep them at home until you have a result and let us know.

Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.c
ambs.sch.uk
This email address will be
checked each morning, evening
and during the day (including
weekends) and we ask that you
use this address to advise us of
Covid -19 positive test results for
any member of your household.
Although there is unlikely to be
any action required it does mean
that we can alert members of the
school community to be extra
vigilant. Please do not use this
email address for any other
issues, all other emails should still
be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk
as usual
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
I hope that you all had a restful holiday last week and are gearing up for the lead up to
Christmas now!
This week, in Maths, we have been continuing to look at division. The children have been
working on short and long division, although we will need to continue to do a little bit
more work on long division. Again, I must emphasise how important it is for your child to
learn their times tables. As well as examining these formal methods, we have developed on
our reasoning skills when studying worded problems involving division. For example,
division is also about multiplication, addition, subtraction, place value, fractions etc.
In English, we looked at tempo, intonation and dynamics in poems before performing some
of these poems to the rest of the class. Next week we will study the Shakespeare play, ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream’, and our next topic will be reading and interpreting this story
and some of the language and characters from it.
Report from Mr Beavan who accompanied Year 6 on their trip to Duxford:
The children enjoyed their visit to Duxford Air Museum, the weather was kind to us
and Mrs Barbour reported that we did over 10,000 step walking between hangers.
We learnt about some of the machinery used in the First World War and all the
different roles there were in addition to being a solider on the front line. This has
really helped our current focus on the First World War come alive. We also visited
areas to do with later wars; of particular interest was the ‘link trainer’, an early
flight simulator, which taught pilots to fly by trusting their instruments. As we were
walking between hangers, we were lucky to see a Spitfire take off and fly directly
above us – it sounded rather different to modern aircraft! We also visited the
operations room used to co-ordinate flight operations, which was vital to fend off
attacks from the air. We also boarded a Concorde and saw the instruments they
used during the testing of the aircraft.
Homework will be set this Friday and should be completed by
Thursday 11th November. Keep on reading and learning those
times tables please.

Thank you.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team
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Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
La Jolie Ronde online French classes
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Guilden Morden Village Market
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Folwmere Bullfinches
Litlington Preschool Christmas Fayre

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Peering from some high window at the gold of November sunset
and feeling that if day has to become night, this is a beautiful way..”
EE Cummings
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