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“Try to be a rainbow in someone's cloud.” 
 Maya Angelou 

  Friday 7th July 2023 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Message from Mrs How: 
 

I continue to be amazed with how much everyone is managing to fit 

in to these last few weeks of the school year.  As well as continuing 

to cover all areas of the curriculum, children have been accessing 

additional activities and learning new skills.  Our year 5 ‘Bikeability’ 

graduates demonstrated that they know how to keep themselves, 

and others safe on the roads.  This does not necessarily mean they 

are all ready to be sent out unsupervised though – many still need 

more practise before their learning is fully embedded.  Year 6 

children have been busy working on their end of year performance 

and are ready to share their dress rehearsal with the school on 

Monday before performing to parents on Tuesday and Wednesday 

next week.  Year 3 have been on two ‘outings’ and will be sleeping 

in school tonight…. the list goes on. 

As well as the children being busy, a team of parents and staff have 

been building up to this weekend’s big event – our Summer Fete.  

Thank you to everyone who has donated items or offered their time 

to make this event viable.  All we need now is for the weather to 

reconsider its plans for tomorrow afternoon so that everyone can 

attend and enjoy!   

On the theme of weather – we are hopeful for the rescheduled 

Rosen and Rashford Sports Day on Tuesday 11th as we are 

dangerously close to the end of term if we have another repeat of 

last week’s downpour.  The forecast is not looking great at the 

moment but we know how quickly that can change so we are all 

keeping our fingers and toes tightly crossed. 

We are aiming to send out all end of year reports at the end of next 
week, and Friday 14th July will be our final Star of this school year. 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 
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Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Summer 2023 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:                £12.00 

1st half term £64.80 

2nd half term £72.00 

Whole term £136.80 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

July 

8th PTA Summer Fete 

11th Sports day—Rosen and Rashford Houses (9.30 –11) 

11th Year 6 performance (afternoon) 

12th Year 3 coffee & cake morning 

12th Year 6 performance (evening) 

13th Year 5 parent morning: Cafe  Italiano (9.30 - 10.30am) 

17th & 18th Year 6s at Bassingbourn Village College 

19th Year 6 Leavers Assembly (9.30am) 

19th  Last day of Summer term 

 

September  

1st & 4th INSET days (children not in school 

5th Children return to school 

8th Reception children start school (half day) 

11th Reception children half day  

 



Notice Board 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by email on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  

12 noon if your child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to let us know; 

we've had a number of occasions when the office has had to make last-minute phone calls 

at the end of the day for this reason.  

Illness in School 
 
If your child is absent from school, you must notify school by 9.30am of the reason for absence.  If 
we haven’t heard from you, we are obliged to investigate your child’s absence. 

 
Please see (left) a basic summary showing 
recommended times for children to be away 
from school when suffering from childhood 
diseases.  A comprehensive list is available at  
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/
default/files/
Guidance_on_infection_control_in%
20schools_poster.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* For sickness and/or diarrhea it is essential to keep your child away from school until 48 hours 
after the last episode of diarrhoea/vomiting.  These sorts of bugs can be transmitted very 
easily, particularly in school settings.  We do encourage lots of hand-washing in school and would 
ask you to follow this at home, as well.  Please remember if your child is unwell they will be much 
more comfortable at home with a parent or carer who can look after them much more closely than 
we can in school. 
 
**For advice on dealing with headlice please see https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-
nits/ 

Condition Absent for 

Chickenpox Five days from the onset of rash and all the 

lesions have crusted over 

Impetigo Until lesions are crusted/healed or 48 hours 

after starting antibiotic treatment 

Measles 4 days from onset of rash and once# 

recovered 

Scarlet Fever Exclude until 24 hours of appropriate  

antibiotic treatment completed 

*Sickness and/

or diarrhoea 

Until 48 hours after last episode of sickness/

diarrhoea 

Conjunctivitis None 

**Headlice None 

Mumps 5 days after onset of swelling 

Tonsillitis None 



 

 

Calling All Bakers ! 

 

In preparation for the School Fete on 8 July, we would be very grateful 

for donations of cakes, cupcakes, brownies, flapjacks and any other 

baked goods for the cake stall.  

Store bought items are also welcome. 

Home made goods should be labelled please so that we may identify 

their contents.  Please identify where containing nuts.  

 

Donated cakes can be brought to the stall on the morning of the Fete 

(Saturday 8 July).  

 

Please ensure that any containers are labelled with your child’s name 

and class year if you require them to be returned.  

As always, your support is greatly appreciated. 

Many thanks 

Debbie (Year 6) and Ginny (Year 4)  
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News from Starling Class (Reception) 
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Hello from Starling Class, 

This week the children have been showing signs of end-of-term-itis. Lots 

of tired, irritable children who are struggling to maintain focus and 

attention and remain calm and collected with other members of the 

class. Only one and a half more weeks to go; we can do this Starlings! 

During Phonics we have reviewed our Phase 5 

learning and completed some end of year Phonics 

assessments to aid with transition. Next week the 

children will bring home any outstanding Harder 

To Read and Spell words and graphemes which they were unsure of 

following the latest assessment. Please use these to practise over the 

next few weeks and summer holidays to support your child to solidify 

their application and recognition of those sounds 

when reading and writing ready for Year One.  In 

Maths this week we have been looking at 

recognising and applying our knowledge of 

numbers to 20 using a carousel of practical Maths activities which the 

children thoroughly enjoyed. We continued our learning about the 

Japanese textile artist Toshiko Macadam who built crochet playgrounds 

(!) and we have had a go at sewing our own book marks with Mrs Brown. 

Please remember that next Tuesday morning it is 

the turn of Rashford (red) and Rosen (white) 

Houses for Sports Day. We look forward to seeing them shine and 

showing off their skills! 

Next Monday we will be collecting in reading books and library books to 

ensure we have a full collection ready for next year. Please do return any 

surplus reading and library books which may have been found around 

the house (a sort of amnesty if you will!). 

We look forward to seeing you at the Fete on 

Saturday!  

Mrs Meridew, Mrs Monks and the 

Reception Team 



News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

This week, your children have worked incredibly hard, thinking about all the facts they have 
found out, learned and are able to talk about with regard to caterpillars changing into 
butterflies (or moths!) and tadpoles changing into frogs. We have discussed this over the last 
week of so, researching different pieces of information they thought they knew and answering 
questions about what they wanted to know. On Wednesday, they wrote their own information 
page! These included photos of their chosen animal, headings for different parts of the 
information, captions and labels for diagrams. We were blown away with their enthusiasm and 
commitment for writing.  

In Maths, we have been using language related to the passing of time – yesterday, tomorrow, 
before, after, next, first, finally, etc. We have ordered days of the week and months of the year, 
solving problems and working out what tomorrow would be if today was Tuesday, or what 4 
months time would be or 2 months ago. We had lots of fun together and have tried to write 
months of the year. We have also assessed where children are with learning to spell the days of 

the week. Do keep up the practise – we’ve noticed that 
although a few have really done well, many have forgotten 
what they knew in May! 

Our class potatoes are nearly ready to harvest and we will 
be trying these next week, hopefully! All the ladybirds 
have now been released to munch aphids in the garden 
and school hedges, but we are now a lot more aware of 
what to look for in terms of larvae and not being worried 
by different species of ladybird.  

Children in Rosen and Rashford houses have come home 
with their PE kits today, ready to be worn in to school on Tuesday next week for their Sports 
Day. After this, we will have one more PE lesson on Friday next week (so please send them 
back in) and they will come home again after that for the Summer! We will NOT have a PE 
lesson in the final 3 days.  

We have collected in Reading books today to give staff a chance to sort, order and prepare 
them for next year. Feel free to read as much as possible at home this week – it is lovely to hear 
about ‘home stories’ from your children.  

Do continue to send in sun hats as well as a lightweight coat in case of 
showers.  Also, we had a mishap this week, where a water bottle 

contained orange squash. Please ensure 
there is only water in bottles. It is 
healthier, saves our carpet and won’t 
encourage ants into the classroom! Thank 
you! 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Andrews and the 

Year One Team 
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News from Owl Class (Year 2) 

Hello from Owl Class! 

    

 

     

 

 

 

This week we have continued reading all sorts of lovely poems. 

The children loved reading poems in their Guided Reading session this week and we then went on 

to focus on a poem called ‘The Rhythm of Life’ by Michael Rosen. The children really liked the poem 

and we began to identify rhythm, repetition and rhyme in it. Later we even had a go at reciting the 

poem and learning some actions to go with it too! The children have also begun to share and collect 

ideas they can use for their own similar poems. Thank you for allowing some of your children to 

bring in some favourite poems and poetry books from home, because it has been really lovely to see 

how much they’ve enjoyed sharing these with the rest of the class.  

In Maths this week, we have been learning how to tell the time. The children have recapped 

previous learning on ‘o’clock’ and ‘half past’ times, as well as learning about ‘quarter past’ and 

‘quarter to’ times.  

In one of Topic work sessions, the children have designed their own sea creature fabric collages, 

which they are really enjoying sewing. Here are a few of them so far… 
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Just as a reminder, please can all children bring a clearly labelled water bottle to school every 

day, have sun cream applied before school and have a sunhat. 

Next week, we will send home P.E kits on Monday. They will then be ready for children from Red 

and White Teams to wear for their Sports Day on Tuesday morning.  

 

 

We hope you all have a happy and restful weekend. Thank you for your support. 

 

Mrs Luebcke, Miss Blesic, and the Year 2 Team. 

Reminders 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Reading book/ 
record book 

Reading book/ 
record book 

Reading book/ 
record book 

Reading book/ 
record book 

Reading book/ 
record book 

Water bottle Water bottle Water bottle Water bottle Water bottle 

Yellow Spelling 
folder 

        

    Recorders in 
school today 

    

P.E kit 
(hair up + ear-
rings removed) 

P.E kit P.E kit 
(hair up + ear-
rings removed) 

P.E kit P.E kit 

Assemblies & Collective Worship 
 

The Open The Book team visited and led assembly on Monday this week.  

They retold the Parable of The Lost Sheep from Matthew 18 v12-14 which 

was familiar to the children as this is the Bible verse which underpins our 

school ethos.  The team were helped in their story telling by a group of keen 

and vocal Year 3 sheep. 
 



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)  

This week’s highlight was the walk to Ashwell.  In preparation for the walk and visit, we spent 

some time reminding ourselves about the facts we have gathered so far along our pathways 

through the past.   

There is evidence of a settlement in Ashwell from as far 

back as the Iron Age. We know this as archaeologists 

have found evidence and artefacts in the form of 

postholes, pottery remains, metalwork, and evidence of 

fires from domestic and early manufacturing.  We were 

able to talk knowledgeably about these and how they 

would have been used by the Celts and the impact they 

had on the development of farming and daily life. 

Jumping to the Tudors, we were able to talk about how 

and why houses were built and what they looked like. We 

could remember what show offs the Tudors were, given 

the chance, about how wealthy they were. We also 

discussed how superstition about spirits influenced their 

beliefs and lives. We listed what evidence we expected to 

find in Ashwell about its Tudor past.  

Another leap through time found us in the 1940s. We 

expected evidence of Ashwell life in this time to be more plentiful; there may even be people to 

talk to that were actually there! We wrote a considerable list of what could be stored in the 

museum about this period.   

Following all of these discussions we 

came up with a list of questions to find 

out why people live in Ashwell today, 

what does it have to offer, why do people 

choose to settle there and why do people 

stay?   

 



 
The walk itself went very well, the weather was kind and we had lots of fun, although we were 
sure the school had been moved further away while we were in Ashwell, as the walk back 

seemed very long and much brisker than the walk there!  

While in Ashwell, we had a snack and play in the park, 

visited the museum, went in the church, had a walking 
tour of Ashwell, interviewed ‘Ashlothians’, had a picnic, 

and had a very enthusiastic paddle in the Springs, all 
before heading back to school for the end of the day.   

I cannot imagine why anyone wouldn’t have slept well on 
Tuesday night! 

Back in the classroom, we have started work on creating 

a leaflet about Ashwell today; we are doing this in small 
groups so that we can share out all the work. This will 

form the basis of our work until the end of the year (I can 
hardly believe I have just written that last sentence, I do 

not know how we have reached this point of the year so 
very soon, time flying and fun!!) 

 
Weekly home activities  
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in the reading 

diary.  
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame  

 Tackling table practise.   
 

Dates for the diary 
 11th July  Sports Day for Rosen & 

Rashford Houses (9.30—11am) 
 12th July Coffee and cake in year three 
 

From Mrs Seward and the Year Three 
team 
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News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

In art lessons, the children have continued to work on their textile projects, drawing 

inspiration from artist Hannah Rae. The children’s sea and landscapes are embellished 

using different stitching techniques to draw out different features such as grasses, 

furrows and wave crests.  

Our written work has been focusing on 

revisiting punctuation of written dialogue. 

Dialogue is one of the ways we can move a 

narrative on but we also interweave our 

dialogue with actions and descriptions so 

our text avoids sounding like a radio 

transcript.  

In our maths lessons, we have been 

focusing on comparing amounts of money, 

building upon the decimal work we 

recently covered. The children have been 

developing their understanding of currency and comparing and ordering different 

amounts of money. Some have been especially motivated by this and if your child is 

eager to put their newfound mathematical knowledge to 

the test in the real world, our school fete will be taking 

place tomorrow, and it will be the perfect occasion for 

them to practice their skills!   

Mr Beavan and the Year 4 team. 
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1st Steeple Morden Guides need another adult leader. We meet every Wednesday evening 

during term time. This is a fantastic volunteering opportunity, giving you the chance to get 

creative, have fun and be an inspiring role model to girls and young women. Please contact 

Lis steeplemordenguides@gmail.com or 01767631695 for more information. 

mailto:steeplemordenguides@gmail.com


News from Heron Class (Year 5) 

We have had an extremely busy and enjoyable week in Year 5 combining Bikeability with 

all our usual learning. 

Bikeability Cycle Training is a scheme funded by 

Cambridge County Council. The aim of the training is to 

give pupils the confidence to use their cycles on 

residential roads. The instructors spent their time with us 

working on Bikeability levels 1 and 2. This involved 

developing everyone’s cycling skills, creating positive 

attitudes towards road users and increasing knowledge 

and understanding of the rules of the road. The children 

spent time in small groups, initially on the playground and 

then on local roads, identifying and responding to 

hazards, maintaining suitable riding positions, negotiating 

junctions, complying with signals, signs and road markings  and communicating with other 

road users. Well done to everyone who took part. 

In Maths, we continued our work on shape, concentrating on calculating angles around a 

point and on a straight line. We also learnt how to calculate lengths and angles in shapes 

and identify regular and irregular polygons. 

In English this week, we have concentrated on prefixes. These are groups of letters that can 

be added to the beginning of a root word that change the meaning of the root word. We 

have focused on the prefixes ‘re-’, ‘de-’ and ‘over-’. We have also practised our 

comprehension and debating skills, linked to our work on healthy lifestyles in PSHE. 

Finally, a quick reminder that next week on Thursday 13th July there is an opportunity for 

you to join us in school from 9.30-10.30am to have a 

look at the work that your children have produced 

during their time in Year 5. We will also be sharing 

with you the photos that we took whilst at Grafham. 

You should have received an invitation today from 

your child to this event and 

we thought we would push 

the boat out a little and 

write it in both Italian and 

English! Why not challenge your child and see how much of the 

invitation they can read aloud to you in Italian? 

With thanks for your continued support, 

The Year 5 Team. 
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Would you or anyone you know like to buy  

the school a book? 
 

The school council have spoken with children and 

teachers about books we think we would enjoy 

reading in school. If anyone would ever feel like 

buying the school a book, we have set up a wish list. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/MR5YPP3QSVM5 

 

You can click on a book and say who it is from if you 
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This week we have been continuing to rehearse for our end of year production. We are all 

looking forward to the performances next week. All costumes should be in by now – thank 

you for organising this. You should also have applied for tickets for the performance for the 

Tuesday (1.45pm start) or the Wednesday (6.00pm start).  

Could you please ensure that the children arrive at 5.30 pm on Wednesday 12th July. This 

will then give them time to change and be ready for the start at 6.00pm. We anticipate the 

performance will last for around an hour, therefore could you pick your child up at 7.00pm 

(if you are not attending that evening’s performance). Thank you. 

Homework will continue to be linked to the production. 

As well as rehearsing for the production the students have continued 

with Art, Science, RE and Geography. 

Weather permitting, the second Sports day for Rashford and Rosen 

should take place on Tuesday (11th July) morning. Please could 

children in those houses arrive in their PE kit and have their school 

uniform in their bag. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team 

 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/MR5YPP3QSVM5
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School Uniform Guide 
 

Clothing 
 Trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore (navy or grey) 
 Blouse, shirt or polo shirt (white or royal blue) 
 School sweatshirt or cardigan (royal blue) 
 Blue and white check dress during the summer months 
 It is a Year 6 privilege to wear black uniform (polo tops, jumpers and trousers/skirts/shorts) 

 
PE Kit (to be kept in a bag, which is hung in the cloakroom): 
 T-shirt (colour of assigned House) separate to that worn during the day 
 Shorts (blue or black) 
In addition (from Year 1 onwards): 
 Tracksuit or jogging bottoms and sweatshirt without hood for the winter months 
 Trainers for outdoors 

 
Year 4 pupils will need: 
 swim wear (swimming costumes should be one piece and swimming trunks should be above 

knee length) 
 a towel 
 swimming hat - all children (available for purchase from the pool) 

 
Shoes 
 Children will travel to and from school in black school shoes 
 The majority of children will remain in these shoes all day 
 Children who wish to change into an older pair of trainers at playtime (much better for 

kicking a ball on a muddy field) can do so if they wish 
 Children will need a change of footwear for PE lessons 
Please ensure your child can fasten, without assistance, the shoes they wear for school. 

 
Coat: It is very important that your child comes to school with a coat appropriate for the 
season. All children go outside to play at break time and lunch time and, as you know, the British 
weather can change during the school day! Reception Class also have an outside learning area. 

 
Book Bag: Each child should have a book bag to keep reading books clean and safe on 
the journey to and from school. 

 
Ordering School Uniform: http://www.totalclothingshop.com 
School uniform can be ordered from the website detailed above. The link to the site can also be 
found on the school website in the Parents Section on the Welcome Page. Uniform can be 
ordered from this site and be delivered to your house (for a small postage charge) or to the 
school for free. 

 
PLEASE ENSURE ALL UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT IS CLEARLY NAMED 
 We actively discourage the wearing of jewellery in school, including earrings, for Health 

and Safety reasons and in line with County policy. 
 Earrings must not be worn for PE and swimming (if they have to be worn for the first six 

weeks after initial piercing, they must be taped over). 
 Children may wear a cheap watch to school. 
 Children are responsible for the safety of their own jewellery and watches. 
 Please ensure that long hair is always tied back in school. 

http://www.totalclothingshop.com/
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Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

Modern Foreign Languages  Tuition 

Royston Hockey Club Juniors Section 

Biggleswade Swimming Club 

Perse Summer School 2023 

Theatretrain Royston 

Steeple Morden Tennis Club 

Oxford & Cambridge Singing School—July 2023 

Children’s Mental Health Workshop 

Mindfulness Relaxation Sessions   

Beat Your Bills Course  -  starting  30th June  

Steeple Morden Tennis Club Summer Holiday Coaching 

An Evening with  Author Sarah Harrison—30th June 

Castle Coaching—Football & Rugby Coaching sessions 

Royston Stagecoach 
 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“A man travels the world over in search of what he needs  
and returns home to find it.” 

  George A Moore 


