Friday, 10 September 2021
steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How
It has been lovely this week to welcome all our new Reception
(Starling class) children, and from my office I can see them busy
learning in the outside area. I am sure they think they are “just
playing” but listening to them talk about what they are doing and
hearing how they share ideas and suggestions I can assure you it is
definitely learning!
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For the first time in many months we have almost 100% attendance
this week with only one child absent yesterday and another one
today. At 99.4% this really is something to celebrate; hopefully we
will be able to remain somewhere close to that figure throughout
the year.
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Thank you to everyone who completed the Parent/Family
Questionnaire at the end of last term. All responses have now been
collated and read carefully and this information will be shared with
governors and staff so that we can identify the priorities for this
year and continue to work to improve outcomes for all.
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96% of those who responded feel that their child is happy at
Steeple, and 99% believe their child is well looked after. 95% said
that their child feels safe in school (with some insightful comments
about those who do not) and 90% are confident that their child
would be able to talk to someone in school if they had a problem.
After two years of disrupted education we know that we need to
work extra hard this year on ensuring that all children feel that they
are safe in school and they know there is always someone who will
listen and help with worries, no matter how big or small.
99% of those who responded feel this newsletter is useful and
relevant to them, which is wonderful to hear. There were also some
suggestions to make it even better which will be discussed over the
coming weeks.
Alongside the Pupil Questionnaire which was also completed in July
we have some incredibly useful feedback – thank you again for
taking the time to do this.
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“One child, one teacher, one pen and one book
can change the world”
Malala Yousafzai

School Meal Charges
Autumn 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£86.95
£79.90
£166.85

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

September
20th –24th
27th
w/c 27th

October
5th
6th
14th
19th
21st
25th– 29th

Harvest Service (children only) (tbc)
Year 5 trip to Grafham Water Centre
Year 2 trip to Woburn Safari Park
Parent consultations (via Zoom)
Parent consultations (via Zoom)
Half term

November
1st
5th
11th

Absence from School

19th
19th—21st

If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email

December
tba

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

Year Ahead meetings
School Photographer: Individuals & Siblings
Bikeability (Years 5 & 6)

15th
tba
18th

INSET Day (children not in school)
KS1 Bonfire Activity Day
Remembrance Day Church & Memorial service (tbc)
Nasal flu vaccinations
Christmas Tree Festival in Church

KS1 performance to parents
& invited guests
Christmas Lunch
KS2 Christmas Church service
Last day of autumn term

Future events:
14-18 March 2022

Year 6 trip to Peak District
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Notice Board
Year Ahead Meetings
The Year Ahead meetings, to let you know what is
expected to happen in your child’s class during the
year, will take place over Zoom, as follows:
Reception

Wednesday 29th, 3.45—4.15

Year 1

Thursday 23rd, 3.45—4.15

Year 2

Thursday 23rd, 4.15—4.45

Year 3

Tuesday 21st, 3.45—4.15

Year 4

Monday 20th, 3.40—4.10

Year 5

Monday 20th, 4.10—4.30

Year 6

Wednesday 22nd, 3.40-4.10

Absence Reporting
If your child is absent please advise us
on 01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave
a message on the absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via
Parentmail as we don’t use this
aspect of the system and so this
won’t be seen.

Zoom links will be sent out prior to the meetings.

Home Time Arrangements
Please ensure that you advise the office by email on office@steeplemorden.cambs,sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.
It is really important to let us know as soon as you are able to so we can ensure messages get to
the class in good time for the end of the day. We appreciate that there are times (ie when stuck
in traffic) when it isn't possible to let us know earlier, but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an email either on the morning of the change, or the
evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to let us know;
we've had a number of occasions when the office has had to make last-minute phone calls at the
end of the day for this reason.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class,
We are so proud of all of the children for
coming into school for the first time ever and
settling so quickly. We have been learning the
school rules and routines. We have met key
adults who help us at school and we have
learnt about the four houses and which house
we are in (Rashford Red, Packham Green,
Yousafzai Blue or Rosen White). The children
have coped with lots of information about the
classroom, the outside area, the playground
and lunchtime. They have made friends and
have been playing beautifully together!
As the weather cannot seem to make up it’s
mind at the moment, please ensure your child
has a NAMED raincoat and a NAMED sunhat
in school each day. They also need a NAMED
water bottle please. We would advise applying sun
cream before school as well to protect their skin
when it is very hot. In the next couple of weeks we
will be beginning PE lessons so if you could bring
NAMED PE kits in, they can be ready on your child’s
peg for when they need them.
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We will be having a Year Ahead Meeting via zoom on Wednesday 29th September. Prior to
the meeting, a Year Ahead Booklet of information will be sent out for you to read. If you have
any questions you can send them to the office and we will endeavour to answer them as well
as going over the information in the booklet during the meeting.
The children have been super busy
exploring their new school environment
and trying to remember all of the key
messages from the week so they are likely
to be very tired this weekend. When you
meet your child from school they will be
very tired but glad to see you. We would
suggest not asking too many questions
about school then (as tempting as it is) but
instead wait until later, perhaps bedtime,
to ask questions as they may be more in
the mood for opening up then otherwise you may receive a lot of “nothing” or “don’t know”.
Hope you all have a restful, calm weekend.
Mrs Meridew, Miss Webb, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
What a delight it has been to
start to get to know your
children. Everyone has been
able to engage and contribute in
a variety of ways to our class
discussions and group work.
We have been thinking about
The Colour Monster this week,
recognising our feelings, naming
our emotions and reflecting on
how others might be different to
our own. All the children have
completed colouring, writing
and talking activities linked
with the story this week and we
have created a colourful display which we hope will enable the children to keep talking
about their different emotions as they pop up.
Your lovely children have also been exploring the classroom, getting to know class rules
and learning routines and expectations. It has been a busy week and they all deserve a
restful weekend. I’m very pleased to report that their tidying skills are amazing (just in
case they would like to show you at home)!
In Music this week, we have begun thinking about pulse and finding the beat of a piece of
music, as well as thinking about our likes and dislikes when listening to different music,
and in RE we starting thinking about what we believe and what we think ‘God’ might be
like. We are moving on to think more about this in the coming weeks as what Christians
might think God is like.
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Your child should come home with a reading book
early next week. In the meantime, do continue to enjoy
books together and read to your child. When books (or
words/sounds later in the term) come home, please
ensure you take time to help your child practice their
reading skills. This might be encouraging them to look
carefully at the letters and which sounds they can
identify, through to encouraging them to re-read a
page so they understand what is written after
sounding it out. Or talk about how they might re-word
a page or two, to reflect what they know or understand about what they have read. In Year 1,
all of these stages are the ‘right’ stage for this time of year, as we understand that different
children will develop their reading ability at different times. If your child is really struggling,
asking them to read one or two pages and then
reading to them is much more valuable than making
them read a whole book every evening – do talk to us
about other strategies!
Mrs Bowmer and Mrs Carter

Additional Bank Holiday - Friday 27th May
You are probably aware that the Government has announced there will be an additional Bank
Holiday on 3rd June 2022 to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. As is often the case this falls
in our half-term so we would not normally benefit. However, we have been advised by the Local
Authority that there has been a change made by the Department for Education to reduce the
number of school days during the 2022 Summer Term by one day to ensure staff and families
also benefit from the additional Bank Holiday.
The Governing Body has agreed that this additional Bank Holiday will be allocated to Friday,
27th May 2022. This is immediately prior to the May half term week, with an INSET day
scheduled for the Monday immediately after half term which will give families an extended halfterm holiday.
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)
The children have made a fantastic start to the term in Year 2 so far and are very pleased to
all be back together again and ready to learn. They are coping well with some of the
changes in routine and remembering all the
different ways that we can help everyone to
stay safe and enjoy their time learning in
school.
We are looking forward to being able to talk
through our plans for the year at our ‘Year
Ahead Meeting’ on Thursday 23rd
September via ‘Zoom.’ We are also in the
process of updating information on our
class page of the school website.
Here are just some of the things we have been learning in school this week as we begin to
find out where everything is in our new class ….
sharing books, learning lots of fascinating facts about owls, making our own collage of an
owl, finding out information about each other, practising our handwriting, counting games,
having fun in our new zones at playtime, practising our phonics, making bookmarks,
practising our dribbling and dodging skills in football in PE, a very long spelling test, some
creative writing, our first lesson in Spanish, painting and enjoying some whole class
stories!
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As part of our cross curricular topic, we will be studying
animal habitats around the world this term and how
different animals have adapted to life in different places.
The children are looking forward to taking ‘A Walk on the
Wild Side….’ and it seems we already have some animal
experts in our class!
It is going to be a busy term so please read our news in
the Star each week and look at our website for more
information.
If you have any questions about anything please contact us through the office by email:office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
We expect that the children might be feeling quite tired this weekend so some early nights might
be needed!
Have a lovely weekend.
The Year 2 Teaching Team – Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown
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Steeple Morden C of E Primary School
7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 0PD
Tel: 01763 852474 Fax: 01763 853112
Email: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Tracey How

Cleaner Vacancy
5 hours per week, £9.25 per hour, term time
We are seeking to recruit an enthusiastic and motivated part time Cleaner.
Hours directly after school, Tuesday and Thursday for 2.5 hours each day,
there is some flexibility on start time which will need to be between 3.00
and 3.30pm.
The post holder will join our cleaning team and be responsible for ensuring
the building is cleaned to a safe, high standard at all times.
If you are interested in this position, please see school website for further
information and an application form.
We are committed to stringent safeguarding procedures and applicants will
be subject to a full enhanced DBS check. Please note, references will be
requested prior to interview. As an equal opportunities employer, we
welcome applications from all members of the community.
Closing date: 3.30pm Friday, 17th September 2021
10

Pupil Premium Grant
Do you receive any of the following: Income support
 Income Based Job Seekers Allowance
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
 Support under part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999
 Guarantee Element of the State Pension Credit
 Child Tax Credit, provided your annual income does not exceed £16,190
 Universal credit
If so, you could be eligible for ‘Free School Meals’ and other support such as
 Reduced costs for trips and visits
 Help with instrument lessons or clubs
 Help with funding for school holiday play-schemes
 Help with buying school uniform
The Government gives schools extra money for each child registered for free school meals –
even if they don’t actually have school dinners! With budgets being cut this could really
help us to keep providing a high quality and fun education for all our pupils. This also
means we can use the money to support you and your child.
You probably know that all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes receive
free school meals through the Government scheme. BUT, did you know that families
in receipt of certain benefits and allowances can access the above help just by
REGISTERING the fact that their children would be entitled anyway? This means that
the school gets extra money to spend on the pupils. Register now to ensure that you,
your child, and school don’t miss out.
You can apply online at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk (use the site’s search option for “free
school meals”)

Recycling Batteries
Did you know we have a battery recycling collection point
in school? It is in the main reception area, by the front
desk.
We can collect AAA, AA, C, D and 9v batteries (please tape
over the terminals on 9v batteries to prevent shortcircuiting).
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
We have had an enthusiastic, positive start to the year, long may it continue.
The week and term, was started with our Roald
Dahl dress up day, thank you for all your efforts
with the costumes: the children really did look
splendid. Can you name the characters from the
props in the picture?
During the day they were engaged in a number of
activities inspired by characters, themes and events
from some of Dahl’s stories. After thinking about
the theme in James and the Giant Peach the
question ’what makes a good friend?’ was
answered in the making of 3D peaches. Holiday
news was reported “sdrawkcab” , after reading an
extract from Esio Trot, this gave us the opportunity to share some of the exciting things the children
had been up to and the chance to think about the creativity of Roald Dahl’s use of words. Favourite
character wheels (in the most parts) reflected the children’s outfits and reasons for choosing that
character. Our maths puzzle solving brains were put to the test to
see how many squares can be found in a bar of chocolate, there
are more than you think. Have a go at home with the picture
included. And what special day would be complete without a
sweet treat? Whipple scrumptious fudgemallow delights were
crafted, eaten and evaluated in the school kitchen. I’m not sure
Delia Smith needs to be hanging up her apron just yet, but a few
pulls at the cord may be in order.
In other work… in English, we started looking at Roald Dahl’s
biography and thinking about what features are found in one.
Some notes were made about key events in his life. Over the next few week, we will work on writing
our own Roald Dahl biography. In Maths, we have started a unit of work on place value, so far we
have recognised the place value of each digit in a three-digit number, read and written numbers to
1,000 in numerals and words, and identified, represented and estimated numbers using different
representation. We will continue with a place value focus next week.
In PE we have made the most of the fine dry weather and started to think about
the skills needed for net and wall games. This week we focussed on needing
quick and nimble footwork. Next week we will build on these skills and start to
introduce some simple team games using them. For our French lessons, we are
lucky enough to have Miss Rider’s help; this week we started learning basic
greetings and their appropriate responses. We will put these into practise during
the week and build on them in our next lesson.
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On Friday with Miss Smith, we wrote a recipe for a perfect teacher, thinking carefully and justifying
our ideas, before putting them together to make a poem.
For a perfect teacher…
You will need…
A cup of happiness
A squirt of helpfulness
A spoonful of firm but fair
A heap of inspiration
A good dollop of understanding
A tube of patience
Mix together, shake well, and there you have it.
All I can say is that I promise I will do my best.
We have shared the book 'The Huge Bag Of Worries', we then talked about what a worry is, how it
makes us feel and what we can do to solve the worry. We came up with a list of things that we can
do; if it is only tiny think about it ourselves , if it is a 'big tiny' tell the cat or dog , tell a friend or grown
up who can help us make the worry go away. We all made a list in our minds of people we could talk
to.
Weekly home activities
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.
 Books and diary must be in school daily please.
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready
with set work for the children, logins for both are
in reading diaries
 Tackling table practise.
 Homework will be discussed in more detail in the
Year Ahead meeting.
Reminder
 Please name all clothing
 Send books and diary into school each day
Dates
 Year Ahead meeting Tue 21st via Zoom, link to be
sent nearer the time.
Many thanks for your support and input for the
positive start to the year. Wishing you all an enjoyable
weekend.
From Mrs Seward and the Year Three team.
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News from Swift Class (Year 4)
I have enjoyed getting to know the class, who have had lots of questions about the
upcoming year. Thank you for helping your children prepare for the new term, they are
showing they are enthusiastic about their learning. To help me get to know them,
everybody produced some 3D art using different coloured strips of paper to signify their
skills and interests and it was an opening into a discussion about what we enjoy.
One key focus during the year will be
about how we learn and developing
strategies to help ourselves. This week we
have been looking at what we can do
when things may not initially go as we
had hoped or if we are feeling worried.
We have talked about our mindset when
faced with errors in our mathematics
work. We have revisited the concept that
when errors are made, they offer
opportunities to ‘unpick’ and analyse and further extend their learning rather than
something to shy away from.
During this past week, we have focused on what to look out for when revising and editing
our writing and how we can find ambitious vocabulary. This work has involved making use
of a dictionary and a Thesaurus.
In Science, we have been investigating the properties of sound. We
will continue this work next week and consider how the sound is
produced and how it travels. We also found time to pick carrots
that we had planted in the spring (thank you Smarties for helping
to water these over the holidays as our watering regime in term
time has been a little sporadic!)
Next week in Swift Class, we will also be looking at how different
texts are organised and will be looking at how a particular event
can be told or explained in different ways.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team
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Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorde
n.cambs.sch.uk
This email address will be
monitored 24/7 and we ask that
you use this address to advise us
of Covid-19 positive test results
for any member of your
household. Receiving the
information in this way means we
are able to take any action , if
necessary, as soon as possible.
Please do not use this email
address for any other issues, all
other emails should still be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.
uk as usual.
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
A warm welcome from Year 5!
Aside from lots of tired faces as the realisation sets in that it’s a full week of learning and
the summer holidays have ended (sob), we’ve thoroughly enjoyed our first week back at
Steeple. As it’s the start of a new year, we felt that a good dose of PSHE (Personal, Social
and Health Education) would be just the ticket to help us settle back into the routines of
school life. With Mrs Morris, the class set out their rules that they feel they should follow
and are working hard to stick to these.
We have also talked about our Support Networks – based on
the Protective Behaviours support hand – as a reminder of all
the people that the children have in their lives that they can
approach should they have an issue or
problem. The class have also begun work
on their Positivity Pots which will house
any and all encouraging words or phrases that will help them feel
happy about themselves. We will also be starting to look at Growth
Mind-set and also emotions; BIG ones and small ones in the coming weeks.
In English this week we started our newest
unit on Non-Chronological Reports (try
saying that 5 times fast!) and looked
carefully at the features that this particular
genre entails. Over the coming weeks the
children will then start to gather their own
information based on our ‘It’s a Hard Knock
Life’ topic and will end up with their own
report on Victorian children and the jobs
they had to do. We also started to look at
formal vs informal language, with the class
creating an informal sentence and then ‘formalising’ it using
what we decided was in a ‘posher’ tone:

Informal:
I’m sorry, I completely forgot to pay my library fine on time!
Formal:
I apologise for the delay in payment of my outstanding fine.
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We have also looked at semi-colons and how they can be used and will be trying to squeeze
them in wherever possible to help us make Bob the Bell sing… please ask your children to
explain this to you!
In Maths we have started by recapping place value
and have revised our understanding of partitioning,
digits and the role of the zero in larger numbers.
We have also recapped rounding numbers to the
nearest ten and hundred and will be continuing
with this unit for the next few weeks.
Our topic work this week was the beginning of an
assessment piece that the class will return to at the
end of our current topic. The class
thought incredibly hard about what
life is like for a child living in 2021; what a typical day looks like, how much
free time they have, generally what their homes are like and also which laws
exist that apply directly to them i.e. the rule that they have to go to school!
From next week we will start to contrast this with life as a poor Victorian
child… we have a sneaking suspicion that they will be shocked by the
differences!

In terms of homework, children have been set
Mathletics work which is due next Thursday—all
the children have logged into their Mathletics
accounts to remind them how to access this. The
children have all been issued reading books and
reading records which they will be bringing home.
They have been encouraged to write in them themselves as a record of not only what
they’ve read, but also their thoughts and insights. If they read to an adult, sibling etc.,
please feel free to write in a comment about this too.
There is so much more that we could write here as it’s been an incredibly full-on week but
suffice to say, we’ve enjoyed our first full week with our new Year 5’ and look forward to
many more!
Mrs Morris, Mrs Watt and the Year 5 team
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
I have enjoyed getting to know all of the children over these last few days and I now know
all of their names, I think! The children have settled in really well and they can be proud of
what they have done so far in Year 6.
The first part of the day, before morning break, is usually
when we complete our maths activities. This week, we have
started looking at place value in Maths and numbers up to
10,000,000 – we will continue working on this next week.
Also when the children arrive in class in the morning they
will be given a maths activity that I call ‘5-a-day Maths’,
which does contain differentiated questions, for them to
work on at the beginning of the day.
In English (usually after break and before lunchtime) we
have started working on our topic of newspaper reports,
focussing on the outbreak of the Great War and the causes
and consequences of this. At the start of each new unit of
work, or genre, the children will be writing a ‘cold text’ to see
what they know about this area already. After we have looked at the genre and all the
features and punctuation associated with it, the
children will write a ‘hot text’. In this way they
will hopefully see an improvement in their
understanding of the genre and the features of it.
Other topics that we have started include looking
at God in RE, humans and animals in Science and
we have also looked at the geography of Germany
in preparation for our German lessons. In PE
lessons (Monday and
Wednesday) we are
working on developing
our netball and tennis
skills. See the photos of the class trying to ‘have control’ of a tennis
ball before we go onto developing our racket skills.
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Homework has been set this week. This term the children will be
working on Mathletics and Spelling Frame. These should be completed by
Thursday 16th September – thank you. They should also keep on reading
from their reading book as well as learning their times tables – these are
crucial to their development mathematically. The children have also been
issued with a homework diary where the weekly
homework has been set. Please check this if you are
unsure as it will state what homework has been set
and when it has to be returned.
Thank you.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team

Term Dates 2021-2022
Autumn term begins
Autumn half term
Autumn term ends
INSET Days
(pupils not in school)

Thursday 2nd September 2021
Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October 2021
Friday 17th December 2021
Wednesday 1st September
Monday 1st November

Spring term begins
Spring half term
Spring term ends
INSET Day
(pupils not in school)

Wednesday 5th January 2022
Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February 2022
Friday 1st April 2022
Tuesday 4th January

Summer term begins
Early May Bank Holiday
Summer half term

Wednesday 20th April 2022
Monday 2nd May 2022
Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 2022
(Bank Holidays 2nd and 3rd June to commemorate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee)
Summer term ends
Friday 22nd July 2022
INSET Days
Tuesday 19th April
(pupils not in school)
Monday 6th June
Additional Bank Holiday
Friday 27th May
for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
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Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
La Jolie Ronde online French classes
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Guilden Morden Village Market
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Life moves pretty fast.
If you don’t stop and look around once in a while, you could miss it” .“
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
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