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“Optimism is a happiness magnet. If you stay positive 

good things and good people will be drawn to you.” 

  Mary Lou Retton   

Message from Mrs How: 
 

Christmas has been slowly creeping up on us over the last few 

weeks as children rehearse songs and spoken words for our 

Christmas celebrations.  Now that we have reached December, the 

decorated tree in the main reception area and other Christmas 

displays and decorations add to the festive feeling. 
 

We have a difficult task in schools during this time of year.  Most 

children are looking forward to Christmas and are quite rightly 

excited about all the treats and events ahead… but we still have a 

curriculum to cover and lots of learning to fit in.  We also try hard 

to support those children who we know may have a more difficult 

Christmas – those where households have financial difficulties, 

those where families are in crisis and those children who prefer the 

routine and security of school.  As you can imagine there are lots of 

different expectations and emotions for us to try to balance at the 

moment. 
 

At the risk of sounding Grinch-like, can I ask please that you help us 

to manage all this by avoiding sending children in Christmas 

headbands, earrings, badges etc. until the last few days of 

term?  While they do look amazing, it is very hard trying to 

teach a maths lesson focusing on some complicated number skills 

when children (and potentially adults too) are distracted by a 

flashing headband!  We have our “Christmas Jumper Day” on 

Monday 19th December which is a good time to break out the 

Christmas outfits. 
 

Now that the weather is becoming increasingly cold, please 

remember to check your child has a coat in school every day.  Hats 

and gloves are also good for those chilly playtimes when the wind 

whips across from the fields behind us, but please remember to 

clearly name them so we can make sure they can be reunited with 

their owners when left on a bench or under a pile of clothing in the 

cloakroom. 

  Friday 2nd December 2022 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 
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Phone: 01763 852474 
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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/eliyahu-goldratt-quotes
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Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Autumn 2022 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:                £12.00 

1st half term £84.00 

2nd half term £91.20 

Whole term £175.20 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

December 

5th Year 3 Coffee Morning (9.10am  -  10am) 

6th Reception & KS1 Nativity (2pm) 

7th Reception & KS1 Nativity (2pm) 

14th Year 4 trip to Fitzwilliam Museum 

15th KS2 Church Service 9.30am 

15th KS2 Church Service 6.30pm 

15th Christmas Dinner 

16th Rocksteady Concert  

19th Christmas Jumper Day 

20th Year 5 family get together  - details tbc 

21st  Last day of Autumn term  

 

January 

 

School uniform 
 

Please, please ensure that your child’s 

belongings (uniform, bags, water bottle 

etc) are all labelled with your child’s 

name.  We have a number of jumpers 

and other items which have been 

misplaced by their owners which we 

can’t return as they don’t have the child’s 

name inside, or have the name of a 

‘previous owner’.  



Notice Board 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by 

email on 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  

12 noon if your child’s home time 

arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is 

being collected with another child to let us 

know; we've had a number of occasions 

when the office has had to make last-

minute phone calls at the end of the day 

for this reason.  

Coughs, Colds and Covid 
 

We are seeing many more seasonal coughs and colds than usual at the moment; all these 

viruses seem to be with us in abundance after the last couple of years.   

 

Please, please encourage good hygiene practices with your children, reminding them to ‘catch’ 

coughs and sneezes; preferably in a disposable tissue, but at least into their hand or elbow. 

The NHS offers the following advice on how to avoid spreading a cold:  

 wash your hands often with warm water and soap 

 use tissues to trap germs when you cough or sneeze 

 bin used tissues as quickly as possible 

 

Please also keep an eye out for symptoms of Covid-19, it hasn’t gone away and we’ve had 

several cases in school recently.  Advice regarding this is available at https://www.nhs.uk/

conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

Environmental Health Inspection 
 
On Tuesday this week we had an unscheduled 

visit from Inspectors from South 

Cambridgeshire District Council Environmental 

Health Department. We are delighted to advise 

that we have maintained our 5 star food 

hygiene rating. 
 



News from Starling Class (Reception) 

Hello from Starling Class! 
 
This week the children have been focusing on becoming performance ready. They have 
been learning what it means to be a part of a cast, identifying their cues, getting into 
character, dancing in time to music, singing in time (and tune) with others and learning 
what it means to be an audience member. The children have worked hard this week on 
their listening and attention skills alongside practising patience! We are very much 
looking forward to seeing you all at the Nativity performances next week and can’t wait to 

share your child’s hard work with you all. 
 
In Phonics this week, the children have learnt four new 
graphemes ai, ee, igh and oa. They have been working 
hard to use their knowledge to recognise these 
graphemes within words and sentences, use these 
graphemes in their writing alongside practising their 
previously learnt graphemes and Harder To Read and 
Spell words too. In Maths this week, we have been 
thinking about spatial awareness and using positional 
language to describe where items are located e.g. the 
bear is in the bedroom on the bed. It has been lovely to 
hear the children practicing using their mathematical 
language during COOL Time this week instead of 
saying “it’s over there”, there has been more of “it’s on 
the shelf next to the pens.” 
 

Next week’s Show and Tell will be the turn of the 
Blueberries, please invite your child to bring in an 
item relating to Christmas, winter or an item of 
interest to share with the class on Friday. 
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Prepare yourselves for very tired children next week, for many of the Starlings this will be 
their first foray into the world of performing and so the adrenaline and anxiety will take their 
toll. We will be having a slower week to account for heightened emotions, illness and 
tiredness which usually accumulates around Nativity performance week. Next week we will 
be reviewing our Phonics progress so far, checking our Maths knowledge and begin looking at 
the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo. 
 
Please remember to check your child’s blue reading record booklet for any messages we may 
have written in each day, and do let us know how your child is getting on with their 
homework. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
 

Mrs Meridew, Mrs Monks, Mrs Brown and 
Mrs Keech  

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection 
 

In Monday’s assembly, we lit the first of our Advent candles, the candle of hope.  We aim to 

follow the church’s patterns of reading and candle lighting during Advent with a continued 

reminder about the Christian story which is at the heart of our celebrations today.  Our Bible 

passage was Isiah 9, v6-7 where the prophet foretells of the coming of the Messiah and the 

hope that will bring to the world. 

 

As well as our usual assemblies between now and the end of term, we will 

be joining in with Ely Cathedral’s virtual Christingle service and are due to 

be visited by the GenR8 team. 



News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

This week we have been enjoying practising our 
nativity play, Wriggly Nativity and are getting very 
excited about sharing it with you all next week. Thank 
you for all the shepherd and sheep costumes bits that 
have been bought in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we have mentioned in the last couple of Star entries, we will be encouraging the 
children to make sure they can read words on sight, followed by trying to get the children 
to learn to spell them. Our list of words for the next couple of weeks are as follows. If you 
are able to encourage writing these words at home, the more practise they have, the 
better! 
 
     to, today, I, you, your, be, me, we, so, there, love, come, full  
 
In Maths, we have been continuing to look at 2d shapes and 
sort them in different ways. such as colour or number of sides. 
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In our Design and Technology lesson this week, the children created springy paper creatures to 
inhabit their island. 
7 
Thank you for your continued support from home. Water bottles are still needed in school daily, 
please, and a healthy fruit snack if your child may not like the fruit provided in school. Please 
ensure children are not bringing toys or fidget toys into school. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Andrews and Mrs Carter 

Christmas Post 
 

Our Christmas Post box will be available for children to 

use from Monday 5th December. 

 

Could you please remind children to put the class name 

or year group on the envelope, as well as the recipient’s 

name, to help our volunteer sorters and deliverers to 

know which child it is intended for? 
 



News from Owl Class (Year 2) 

We’ve all had a very busy week this week practising for our ‘Wriggly Nativity’ performance 

with all three classes in the hall. The children are all really excited to share this with you 

next week. Thank you for your help with providing costumes and learning lines at home 

too. Some early nights might be helpful early next week, in readiness for their 

performances to the rest of the school on Monday afternoon, and to parents on Tuesday 

and Wednesday afternoons. 

 

In our English work this week we have continued to read and 

talk about Traditional Tales and this week we focussed on the 

story of ‘The Elves and the Shoemaker’. The children have 

looked at recurring themes in traditional tales and they’ve 

collected adjectives to describe characters such as the elves in 

this story.   

 

In our Maths work this week, we’ve continued to focus on the 

properties of 2D shapes. We have been learning vocabulary such 

as ‘sides’ and ‘vertices’ as well as sorting shapes into groups 

according to their properties.   We also folded a range of 2D 

shapes to find their lines of symmetry.  

 

 

We look forward to seeing you all next week for our performance of ‘Wriggly Nativity’.  

 

Have a really happy and restful weekend. 
 

Mrs Luebcke, Miss Blesic and the Year 2 team 
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Reminders 

Named Water bottle to school every day please 

Reading books and reading  
record Book 

to school every day please 

Yellow Spelling folders In school on Mondays please, ready for the new 
spelling sheet to be put in it. Thank you. 

Spelling Frame set every Monday 

Mathletics set every Friday 

P.E kits in school in school every day please 



 

 

We had a very productive meeting on Wednesday evening and we are delighted to 

welcome our new members to the PTA Committee. 

 

We know you are all very generous with your time and volunteer to help with 

events but we could still do with a few more people to be on the central PTA 

committee to make it more resilient and constitutionally sound.   Please can 

you contact the office if you are willing to join.   

 

All the Christmas activities we support are on track and we are very grateful to the 

staff at the school for making those happen.   

 

As well as relaunching our PTA Monthly Draw, we are planning an evening social 

event for parents/ friends of the school in the Spring and for an all inclusive family-

fun summer event. 

 

Watch this space for more information on these activities. 

 

Thank you for all your support of the PTA - it 

is great to have new faces, ideas and 

enthusiasm on the Committee and all our 

children will benefit from the all the efforts 

made. 
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PTA News 
 

 

Christmas Cards 
 

Thank you to those of you who or-

dered Christmas cards, mugs, 

wrapping paper etc with your 

child’s design recently.  This raised 

£235 for PTA funds.  



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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In English, we have finished our descriptive work based on Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

We all feel very proud of what we have managed to write as, when we started, we did not believe 

it possible to write a descriptive passage using prepositions, adjectives, adverbs and similes, but 

we have all managed it with great success.  We are going to try to transfer our skills in 

descriptive writing to produce a synopsis for a box of chocolate flavoured fudge. 

 

In Maths, we have embarked on our unit about 
multiplication and division.  So far, we have 

recognised multiplication as the total from equal 

groups, and that multiplication is the same as 

repeated addition. We had lots of fun creating 
multiplication sentences using this picture. How 
many multiplication calculations can you make 

using it? 

Wednesday was an exciting day, some children 

enjoyed a morning at Wimpole on a cross-country 

run and everyone that took part really did do 

their best and should feel rightly proud. Those that stayed in school created a range of 

decorations for the school hall during the festive season.  

 

In topic work this week we have started our DT by looking at and evaluating packaging, so far we 

have considered why we have packaging, what jobs does it do? What packaging can look like? 

Does it look different for different uses? What does chocolate packaging look like, how does it 

differ for different products? What does it need to look like and why is this important? 

 

Ultimately, we will be designing and making our own mini chocolate box. 

 

Practising for the church service continues, the 

children are remembering what to do and when 
very well. Unless you have been asked 

otherwise, the children need 
to wear a t-shirt under a 

Christmas jumper. The t- 

shirt is needed as some 

children change into an 
outfit provided by us. 
Trousers, skirts or legging as 

appropriate for bottom half. 



 

We are lucky enough to have a connection with a French 
speaking school in Geneva (we know this is part of 
Switzerland).  This week in French we had our first go at 
writing in the language; we have made a Christmas card 
to send over to Geneva. We have our fingers crossed 
that we will be able to link with them via Zoom. In 
anticipation of this we have been learning Silent Night in 
French.  
 

 

Up coming events     

Coffee morning 

 You may recall from the year ahead meeting that I 

was planning to hold termly coffee morning so that 

you can come in and share the children’s topic book, 

along with coffee cake and a good natter.  

This term’s will be on Monday 5th December from 

9.10am -10am 

 Church service Thursday 15th 9.30am and 

6.30pm lasting about an hour 

 Monday 19th Christmas jumper day 

 

Weekly home activities  

 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in the reading 

diary. 

 Mathletics and Spelling Frame  

 Tackling table practise.   

Many thanks 

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  

 
From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith 
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Additional homework task suggestions for Year 3 

 

We have all been  exciting and enthusiastic about our ‘Dahlicious’ topic. The children have so far 

enjoyed looking at the features of biographies, information text on foxes, and descriptive 

language. They have also looked at the works of Quentin Blake, and collage techniques. Urban 

and rural features have been discussed, and in science what makes a healthy diet, bones and 

muscles and the science behind light.  

 

To compliment this work, you might like to do something at home that broadly related to our 

topic, this could be about foxes, maybe a fund raising pack explaining the need for monies to 

be raised along with poster, ideas, games etc. that could be used to raise the funds. 

 

They may like to research and produce a fact file about a different species of foxes. 

 

They could think about their favourite Roald Dahl book, and create a board game set around the 

book’s events. Alternatively think about the central character and write a new adventure for 

them. Create a puppet theatre to retell the story. 

 

 Create and cook a meal themed on a character along with a recipe card and instructions so that 

it could be recreated. 

 

Plan a birthday party themed around the events and characters in a book. This could include a 

homemade outfit, and list of suggested party games. 

 

Write a script for a favourite scene along with stage directions and suggested props.  

 

These are only suggestions, please feel free to come up with your own ideas, anything goes as 

long as it is somehow related to our topic ‘Dahlicious’. 

 

We will share any creations in the last week of term. 

 

Have fun!! 
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News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

This week we have been furthering our knowledge of three states of matter – solids, 

liquids and gasses. Learning how the internal structure affects how the matter behaves 

helps us with categorisation. Last year a child, after visiting the free observatory talks 

mentioned in the homework grid, proclaimed there is a fourth fundamental state of matter 

that we don’t talk about much… house 

point to anyone who knows what that is! 

 

Well done to everyone who took part in 

the Wimpole cross country event with 

other schools earlier this week. The 

children enjoyed practising this event 

and being part of a competition that 

involved a range of other schools from 

the area.  We are proud that they tried 

their best and paced themselves well. 

 

In our PSHE lessons we have been discussing emotions and how we guess what others may 

be feeling. As we get older we are more precise about describing how we are feeling and 

why we may be feeling that way.  

 

Throughout the autumn term, we have been revising the year 3 and 4 statutory spelling list 
The spellings on spelling frame for the rest of the term will cover this from f to h so we 
should be fairly competent with the first third of the list by January. 
 
Last week Mrs Seward mentioned about song words for the Christmas Service so if you can 

keep revisiting these would be helpful. If your child has more than a few lines to learn, I 
will send these home next week.  

 

Mr Beavan & the Year 4 Team 
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News from Heron Class (Year 5) 
This week in English, we have continued our work on instruction 

texts and have been researching the best way to make a Victoria 

sponge (for our guests at a certain Year 5 upcoming Christmas 

celebration in school!) This cake is believed to have been a favourite 

afternoon tea treat for Queen Victoria and so fits in nicely with our 

work on Victorians too. The children have also come back once again 

to learning/improving their understanding of main and subordinate 

clauses, an idea that a few of us still find quite tricky and we will 

continue to revisit throughout Year 5. 
 

In Maths we have been working on our problem solving skills and 

putting into practice some of our work on multiples, factors, prime 

numbers, square and cube numbers.  We talked about what we mean 

by the following 3 key terms in our teaching of Maths:- 

Fluency - use number sense, be flexible, choose an 

appropriate, efficient and accurate method 

Problem Solving -  solve daily life problems using mathematical knowledge and skill 

Reasoning - the bridge between fluency and problem solving (applying logical thinking to 

help to find a solution to a problem) 
 

We also developed our understanding of how to multiply numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000. We 

thought back to our work on place value and how we would move our numbers to the left on the 

place value chart and the role of zero as a place holder. 
 

In Science, we have carried out another experiment to investigate the properties of materials. This 

week, we have been learning about thermal conductivity and have tested various materials to see 

which one allowed the heat to travel through it most quickly.   
 

You will have received a Parentmail this week about an optional homework before the end of term.  

We looked at a whole range of inventors and innovations in our History lesson on Wednesday so 

the children should have some good ideas for this! 
 

We visited the Church at the start of the week to have a think about our forthcoming Church 

Service.  All of the children will be involved in either an acting, singing or speaking role. 
 

We have also spent some time this week considering the RE question ‘What kind of King is Jesus?’ 

We discussed whether we believe that Jesus came to Earth to show 

people how to get into Heaven or if He came to Earth to make Earth 

more like Heaven. Once again, we are pleased to say that the children 

had interesting ideas to share and listened to one another’s points of 

view. 
 

With thanks for your continued support, 
 

The Year 5 Team. 
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                        Thursday 22nd December 

       Come and get on board The Smarties Polar Express    

Create your own Sweet train, golden ticket, train ornaments, 

Snow Globes 

And lots more fun to be had ….    

 

Today’s lunch 
Smarties Christmas lunch with all the trimmings    

  
9am – 3:00pm  

£20.00  

               
 9am – 1:30pm      

£18.00  

10 % Sibling 
Discount  

 
9am – 6:00pm 

 £30.00  

 

 

 

It was the night before Christmas and all though the 

house Santa plate, treats, reindeer food, crackers, 

stocking were hung by the fireplace with care……..  
 

Today’s lunch 

Fish fingers and pasta severed with peas or sweetcorn  

Yoghurts  

For more information please email  Smarties on georgina@smartiessteeplemorden.co.uk 

or give us a call on 01763 852888   Ofsted Number:EY434661       

  Smarties Christmas Holiday Club 2022 

                      Friday 23rd December  
HAF places 

are available 
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Wimpole Cross Country 
 

Well done to all the participants from Steeple that ran in the South Cambs Cross Country 
event held at Wimpole Hall on Wednesday. The weather was glorious - a still, sunny autumnal 
day. The results were excellent too with the Year 5/6 Steeple team finishing 6th out of 20 
teams competing and the Year 3/4 team managing a 4th place (out of 20). A particular ‘Well 
Done’ to Rhys from Year 3 who came runner-up in the Year 3 boys’ race. Click on the 
following link from the South Cambs School Sports Partnership website for more information 
about the race http://www.scssp.co.uk/?p=19093  

 

http://www.scssp.co.uk/?p=19093
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In Maths lessons, we have continued to work on 

fractions. We have looked at equivalent fractions and 

how to write these, draw these and look at these 

visually too. Next, we simplified and ordered fractions, 

and looked at the common multiples to help us with 

this. Ask your child what this means: whatever you do 

to the top you do to the bottom.  

 

In English, we have continued to study the Shakespeare 

play, ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. We have focussed on a 

character from the play and worked on improving a 

descriptive paragraph with adjectives, adjectival phrases and 

punctuation. The class also performed short pieces of drama 

about the play after we divided it into segments. See the 

attached pictures showing our freeze frames of the play.  

 

We have to work through 

another batch of practice 

SATs papers in Reading, 

Maths and SPAG. We will 

continue this into next 

week. 

 

Thank you to all those that competed in the cross-

country race at Wimpole Hall on Wednesday. It was a 

tough course but a beautiful autumnal day, and all seemed to enjoy the competitive and 

personal aspects of the event. 

 

Homework should be completed 

by Thursday 8th December – 

thank you. Keep on reading and 

learning those times tables please 

– these are crucial to their 

mathematical development. 

 

Thank you. 

Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 
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We would like to thank Pedals, a local, 

independently run, push bike shop and 

HC Jewellers for their continuing 

support for the school and for their kind 

donations to sponsor the school’s 

Christmas trees this year. (Photos of last year’s 

trees). 
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Youth choir will be starting very soon!  
 
Litlington recreation hall 
Tuesdays during term time 
 5.30-6.30pm. 
 All children aged between 8-15 years are welcome.  
£10 per term (equivalent of less than £1 per week). 
 
Songs will mainly be from musical theatre and popular, easy listening genres. 
We will work towards a show to be performed locally in the Spring term. 
 
No experience is necessary, and children don't need to be able to read 
music. They just need enthusiasm to sing and a want to have fun belonging 
to a friendly youth choir. 
 
Please note I am not a professional musician nor a trained teacher. This is a 
non profit venture (costs covered only) and any surplus monies will be given 
to local charities. I hold an enhanced DBS check and will have a volunteer 
assisting me. 
 
Start date TBC once the Rec has completed their renovation work but likely 
to be in next 2-3 weeks. 
 
If your child(ren) would like to join the choir, please email me on  
palmer_helena@yahoo.co.uk  giving your child's name, age and your email 
address. 
 
 
First session free! 
 
Please spread the word.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Helena Palmer  

mailto:palmer_helena@yahoo.co.uk
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Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

French Saturday Club 

Mother Goose Pre-School Santa’s Magical Trail (bookings https://www.ticketebo.co.uk/

mother-goose-pre-school/santa-s-magical-christmas-trail) 

Multi Active Christmas Holiday Activity Camps 

Friends of Garden House Hospice Christmas Fair and Farmers on Christmas Lights 

 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“The struggle you’re in today  

is developing the strength you need tomorrow.” 

Robert Tew 

  


