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“The best preparation for good work tomorrow is to do good work today.” 

Elbert Hubbard   

Message from Mrs How: 
 

We are in the process of carrying out our annual Online Safety Survey with all 
children in the school.  This is part of our ongoing commitment to keeping 
children safe from potential online harm and we use this to inform our 
teaching needs for the coming terms. 
 
This year’s survey has already flagged a number of concerns which I think it 
is important to share with you.  There are an increasing number of children 
who are reporting that they: 
 have unsupervised use of phones/tablets which provide access to 

the internet or social media 
 use social media platforms aimed at older age groups  (TikTok is 

13+ which means content such as ‘jokes’ or ‘pranks’ are often not 
appropriate for younger children who may try to copy or recreate them) 

 play (or watch others playing) games with adult content (18+ 
ratings due to depictions of sex, violence or gun crime) 

 
We take our role in keeping children safe online very seriously and will 
always raise concerns with parents.  However, the number of times staff are 
met with a response that the parent is aware of their child’s online behaviour 
and they do not see it as an issue is becoming increasing worrying.   
 
The NSPCC make the dangers very clear.   
By accessing content intended for adults children could be subjected to: 

Edited or filtered images and videos 
Fake news, hoaxes and misinformation 
Online porn 
Promotion of self-harm, suicide and eating disorders 
Violent or distressing content 

(https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/)  
 
We cannot wait for regulations which insist that social media and gaming 
developers take more action to protect young children … we need to take 
positive action ourselves.   
Please do all you can to keep your children safe.  In the short term it may 
cause an argument, it might mean you are told you are “the worst parent 
ever” but in the long term, the safety measures that you put in place now will 
keep your children safe and help them to understand that whilst the digital 
world can be fun and exciting it is also full of potential dangers. 
Our school website has useful links which can help https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/e-safety or please ask to talk to your 
child’s class teacher if you have any concerns. 
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Absence Reporting 
 

If your child is absent 
please advise us on 01763 
852474 (Option 1) and 
leave a message on the 
absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cam
bs.sch.uk    
 
Please don’t message via 
Parentmail as we don’t 
use this aspect of the 
system and so this won’t 
be seen. 

School Meal Charges        
Autumn 2022 

Daily:            £2.40 

Weekly:                £12.00 

1st half term £64.80 

2nd half term £72.00 

Whole term £136.80 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

January 

31st Year 4 visit to Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge  

 

February  

6th - 10th Children’s Mental Health Week 

7th Year 6 Peak District meeting for parents (3.15pm) 

9th Year 5 Grafham meeting for parents (2.30pm) 

10th ‘Dress to Express’ day 

13th - 17th Spring half term 

 

March  

7th & 9th Parent consultations  -  times tbc 

13th STEM Week 

13th - 17th  Year 6 residential trip  to Peak District 

28th  Easter Church Service (pupils only) 

29th - 31st Year 5 residential trip to Grafham Water 

31st Last day of Spring Term 

 

April 

17th INSET day (children  not in school) 

18th  Children return  to school 



Notice Board 
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Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by 

email on 

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  

12 noon if your child’s home time 

arrangement will be different from usual.  

 

Please also remember that if your child is 

being collected with another child to let us 

know; we've had a number of occasions 

when the office has had to make last-

minute phone calls at the end of the day 

for this reason.  

Coughs, Colds and Covid 
 

We are seeing many more seasonal coughs and colds than usual at the moment; all these 

viruses seem to be with us in abundance after the last couple of years.   

 

Please, please encourage good hygiene practices with your children, reminding them to ‘catch’ 

coughs and sneezes; preferably in a disposable tissue, but at least into their hand or elbow. 

The NHS offers the following advice on how to avoid spreading a cold:  

 wash your hands often with warm water and soap 

 use tissues to trap germs when you cough or sneeze 

 bin used tissues as quickly as possible 

 

Please also keep an eye out for symptoms of Covid-19, it hasn’t gone away and we’ve had 

several cases in school recently.  Advice regarding this is available at https://www.nhs.uk/

conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

Coronation Bank Holiday 
 
Please note that there is an additional bank 

holiday on Monday, 8th May to  mark the 

King’s Coronation.  As for all other bank 

holidays, school will be closed to all pupils on 

this day. 

 

School term dates can be found on the 

website at https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/term-

dates-and-calendar 



News from Starling Class (Reception) 
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Xīnnián kuàilè / Gung hei fat choi from Starling Class!  
 
This week the children have been learning about the festival of Chinese New Year in 
preparation for the worldwide celebration on Sunday. The children learnt all about how the 
festival is celebrated, where and why, how the order of the animals was decided for each year 
and all about the country of China.  
 
The children were able to experience tasting some noodles, egg fried rice, prawn crackers and 
soy sauce and they completed a feedback form to indicate whether they liked or did not like 
each item. This prompted lots of discussion 
about having tried Chinese food before and 
what they liked best and what they wished 
they could have more of!  
 
In PE this week, we looked at lion and dragon 
dancing. The children moved in time to 
traditional Chinese music and then worked 
to move together as one long dragon going 
high and low whilst moving to the beat. The 
children learnt the phrases Nǐ  ha o (you 
good? / Hello), Za ijia n (goodbye), Xie xie  
(thank you), Xǐ nnia n kua ile  (New Year 
happy/ Happy New Year). We also learnt the 
Cantonese way of saying Happy New Year which is Gung Hei Fat Choi! The children loved 
listening to the following two songs on YouTube: Nǐ  ha o ma, which is a song practicing the 
Mandarin greetings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7ViCJS6bQU and a Mandarin 
counting song which counts up to 10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eLP3FuuEVs . 
 
In Phonics this week, the children have learnt the new phonemes ar, ur, oo (food) and or and 
the Harder To Read and Spell words they, all, are. We have been so proud of the children 
attempting to match their spoken sounds to their written words this week, using and 
applying their phonic knowledge independently. In Maths this week, we have been looking at 
counting to 9 and 10. The children have been representing these numbers using a tens frame 
and have enjoyed exploring the numbers and meeting the new Numberblocks. We have 
continued handwriting this week and we have been revisiting last week’s work on the long 
ladder letters l and i. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7ViCJS6bQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eLP3FuuEVs


A child’s PE kit has gone missing, so please keep an 
eye out for any PE items that do not belong to your 
child.  We can always return them to the correct 
person if they are named! Thank you to those of 
you who have returned your child’s PE kit to school 
this week; if you have not yet managed to, please 
ensure that they are back in school ready for 
Tuesday afternoon. 
 

Next week will 
be the turn of 
the Green Apples for Show and Tell, please invite your 
child to bring in their favourite Christmas present to 
share with the class on Friday. 
 
Please remember to check your child’s blue reading 
record booklet for any messages we may have written 
in each day, and do let us know how your child is 
getting on with their homework. It is important that 
your child brings their book bag to school each day, 
please do check the contents and remove any letters 
and art work each day as some of the bags are getting 
rather full and the important documents inside can be 
misplaced. 
 
Next week the children will be going back in time and 

will begin a prehistoric adventure. The children will be putting Mrs Meridew and Mrs 
Monks to the test with their dinosaur knowledge and be learning about the work of Mary 
Anning and Elizabeth Philpott as significant figures in history. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
Mrs. Meridew, Mrs. Monks, Mrs. 
Brown and Mrs. Keech  
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News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

We had a super start to this week, looking at the children’s baby photos and trying to work 

out who they were! What a super-cute bunch they were!  

 

We then moved on to creating our timelines; ordering the photos, thinking about the year 

we were born and adding (approximate) ages. They are now displayed over a couple of 

boards in the classroom before they will go into Topic books.  

 

For Maths this week, the children have been thinking carefully about the ‘teen’ numbers. 

As was sent in a Parentmail earlier in the week, do help your child to develop their 

understanding of these numbers if possible. There is a link to the White Rose videos so that 

you can see the sort of way we teach this in school, if you would like to see: https://

whiterosemaths.com/homelearning?year=year-1-new&term=spring  Use this link, scroll 

down a little and click on the ‘Place Value’ Unit. There are 4 video clips there – 

understanding 11, 12 &13; Understanding 14, 15 &16; Understanding 17, 18 & 19 and 

Understanding 20.  

 

 

 

These new graphemes are in your child’s reading record book. PLEASE cut them up, place 

them in the ‘graphemes’ pack in their reading folder and USE 

them to make words – real or nonsense. Well done to those 

families who managed this last week – we can really see the 

children who are starting to use them more independently! 

Grapheme already 
learned: 

as in the word New grapheme: as in the word 

oi oil oy toy 

er, ur bigger; turn ir stir 

oo moo ue blue 

or fork aw claw 

6 
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In English we started a new game of ‘I Spy’ this week. We looked at some non-fiction books, with 

the children getting used to identifying a Heading, Caption, Label and the Information Text. When I 

was reading, they got really good at saying ‘I spy a label’, or ‘I spy some information text’! So, I’m 

sorry if they interrupt when you are reading to them!!!  

 

Our Maths investigation this week involved rolling 2 dice and finding out how many different totals 

we could find. A lot of fun was had and I was very thankful for the foam dice! 

 

We have already had our first 

parent’s/ grandparent’s toy, so do 

please keep sending items in (or 

photos) with the information and 

we can start creating our Toy 

Museum of older toys. Thank you! 

 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Andrews and 

Mrs Carter 

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection 
 

Our assembly theme this week has been compassion.  In Monday’s assembly, 

we looked at a verse from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (Ephesians 4 verse 

32) “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgive each other just as God 

has forgiven you” and thought about what this meant in our lives today.   

Later in the week, teachers leading assemblies used the story of the Prodigal 

Son (Luke 15 v11-32)  or Zacchaeus (Luke 19 v1-10)  to look at more 
examples of compassion. 



News from Owl Class (Year 2) 

In our English work this week we have continued looking at the story of ‘Katie in London’ by 

James Mayhew and using it to think of past tense verbs, time connectives and to write a diary 

entry. The children have analysed diary entries from a range of 

characters including Little Red Riding Hood, an astronaut and a pirate, 

looking for the features found in diary writing. The children then used 

these features and examples to support writing their own diary in the 

character of the Lion.  
 

The children have enjoyed looking at the places Katie visits and have 

chosen one location to pencil sketch in their Art lesson. The children have started looking at 

maps in their topic work. So far, we have looked at aerial views, generated our own maps of the 

classroom, and looked at a map of Steeple Morden finding some of the key locations in the 

village. The children then had to create a key to show where the school, the church, the post 

office and more were on the map.   
 

In our Maths work this week, we have continued looking at money; comparing different 

amounts, adding money to a fixed total, finding change and solving real life money problems 

like being short-changed!  The children have found this a fun yet challenging block of learning 

so any money talk at home will be beneficial.  
 

We were pleased to see more PE kits in school this week but we have not yet got the whole 

class bringing in their whole PE kit. Just as a reminder, our P.E days are Mondays and 

Wednesdays, hair 

needs to be tied up, 

shorts, t-shirt, joggers, 

jumper, spare socks 

and trainers are 

needed in the bag at 

all times. Thank you 

for your help with 

this.  
 

 

 

Reminders: - Please can all children bring a clearly labelled water 

bottle to school every day. Thank you for your help with this.  
 

We hope you all have a really happy and restful weekend. 
 

Mrs Luebcke, Miss Blesic and the Year 2 team 

8 

Reminders 

Reading books and reading  
record Book 

to school every day please 

Yellow Spelling folders In school on Mondays please, 
ready for the new spelling sheet to 
be put in it. Thank you. 

Spelling Frame set every Monday 

Mathletics set every Friday 

P.E kits in school in school every day please 



  
 

PTA News 
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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In Maths, this week we have continued with our multiplication and division work.  

 
We have thought about how to use a part whole model to 

multiply a 2-digit number by a one-digit number.  To 

begin with this seemed a little daunting, but by having a 

think and using what we know it soon became a 

manageable challenge.  Once we were happy, we were 

able to apply our understanding to problem solving.  Next 

week we will continue with more multiplication and 

division  

 

At the start of the week, we spent some time thinking about research skills and the importance of 

comprehension. We applied these skills to gathering information about Howard Carter, how the 

Egyptians used amulets and the importance of the Nile to ancient and modern Egyptians. 

 

In other English work, we have started to pool our ideas in order to write a letter of application 

in response to the job advert placed by Howard Carter. We have started to think about how we 

can show that we are adventurous, a team player and can cope with working in extreme heat. 

Work will continue on our 

persuasive letter writing 

next week. 



 

In topic work, we have continued with the work introduced 

on our Howard Carter day.  This will also help with our 

letters, as we will be able to explain what we know about 

Egypt and hopefully the skills that we have developed to be 

archaeologists.  

 

Next week we will begin work on the preservation of body 

parts (using grapes). Please can you have a look in the 

kitchen cupboards and discuss any produce that are 

preserved in liquid, e.g. pickled onions, olives in brine, fruit in alcohol or syrup. It would be 

helpful if the children could note these down; this should only be a five minute job. 

 

And finally, I am becoming increasingly concerned about the lack of 

homework that is completed on Spelling Frame and Mathletics; may 

I suggest that this is a New Year’s resolution to try to fit in 10 

minutes a day in order to complete these activities. They help the 

children with their class work and taking on the responsibility of 

work at home in preparation for the increasing amount of 

homework that will be set during their remaining school years. 

 

Many thanks 

 

Weekly home activities  

 Ways to preserve foods in liquid; for next week’s science 

 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has 

been read in the reading diary. 

 Mathletics and Spelling Frame  

 Tackling table practise.   

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  

 

From Mrs Seward and the Year Three team 
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News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

  

今天： 一月二十日 

 
In our computing we have begun to work out how a Raspberry Pi computer works and the 

inputs and outputs required (such as a monitor, mouse and keyboard) and we are going to 

progress on to the beginnings of text based programming using the python programming 

language. 

 

In English we are studying biography, currently looking at the life of Marcus Rashford and 

in Maths we have been studying factor pairs which will lead on to division.   

 

Work in science is about electricity and how to stay safe. The children have also worked 

out how to successfully create a 

simple electrical circuit and we will 

build on this over the coming weeks. 

The character for electricity is 电 

which is written this way because it 

looks similar to a plug. If you see this 

character as part of a sentence it’s a 

clue you are reading about something 

electrical and you will often see this 

written in instruction manuals. When 

a new invention comes along the 

Chinese can use existing characters 

rather than creating new ones, for 

example ‘electrical talk’ means 

telephone 电话.  We also have started to learn how to say the date in Chinese, this is one 

area where it is much simpler than English as the naming conventions are very closely 

linked to the numbers we are learning. 

 
Mr Beavan and the Year 4 Team 
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News from Heron Class (Year 5) 
Another busy and productive week in Year 5 has come to an end. This week in Maths, we 

have continued our focus on fractions by accurately identifying mixed numbers on a 

number line, ordering and comparing these numbers and also identifying and representing 

improper fractions. The children are making good progress with these skills and trying to 

remember lots of the associated vocabulary. Activities on Mathletics at home will help to 

consolidate this learning. 

 

In English, we have considered how to build cohesion within paragraphs with the use of 

linking adverbs and adverbial phrases. We have also continued to work on drafting our 

own science fiction texts, paying particular attention to this grammatical feature. 

 

In our spelling lesson, that takes place each Monday, we worked on recognising and 

spelling abstract nouns formed using the suffix  -ness. A quick reminder that weekly 

spelling practice is set for your child on Spelling Frame 

each week. We have noticed that some children have 

not yet taken full advantage of this resource, one that 

has been designed to help improve their spelling and 

understanding of spelling patterns. If you need a 

reminder of your child’s login for Spelling Frame, 

please email the school office and we will get back to 

you as soon as possible with the information you need. 

 

In PSHE, we explored how perceptions of gender amongst peers and the media affect 

identity, friendship, behaviour and choices. As ever, your children contributed thoughtfully 

to this important topic. 

 

The cold weather didn’t deter us from some outdoor hockey in the sunshine this week. We 

put our skills into practice in some competitive mini games. 

 

In our History topic we talked more about Pompeii and the children used lots of different 

sources to map out their own information page.  

 

With thanks for your 

continued support, 

 

The Year 5 Team. 
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Save the date reminder:- 
 

Parents Grafham Meeting – 
Thursday 9th February at 
2.30pm 
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In English we are continuing to look at non-chronological reports. 

We found out about the Titanic and put all our research onto the 

working wall to share. We looked at how we can split our work up 

into paragraphs and have now planned our reports. We then 

looked at some of the technical vocabulary that we might find in a 

non- chronological report, using dictionaries and thesauruses. 

Next week, we will continue to examine the features of the genre. 

 

This week, in Maths, we have started to look at measurements and 

the relationships between various measures in length, weight and capacity. We have been 

converting between metric and imperial units, as well, and 

will continue to do this over the next few lessons. Place 

value is important here and a reminder about multiplying 

and dividing numbers and decimals by 10, 100, 1000 and 

more would be beneficial to the children. 

 

In PE, we have been working on two units linked to football. 

On a Wednesday, this half term, the class will be 

participating in a football scheme of work where we look at 

passing, control and dribbling in particular. On a Monday, 

the class are working on a dance unit based on football. 

They will be thinking about different aspects of a football match – pre-match, the game itself and 

post-match, as well as looking at the different groups of people who might be at a football match – 

players, officials, ground staff, supporters, the press and so on. They will then be encouraged to 

think about putting these aspects into a dance sequence, focussing on level and symmetry in 

particular.  

 

The photos here show our final session of rugby in PE last week. 

 

Homework will be set again this Friday and should be completed by Thursday 26th January. 

 

You should have received a Parentmail 

about a meeting scheduled to take place 

on 7th February at 3.30pm about the 

upcoming residential trip to the Peak 

District in March. Please could you 

confirm if you are able to attend or not. 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr Baker and the  Year 6 Team 

News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 
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Warm Hubs 
 
At the heart of local communities, Warm 
Hubs are friendly places to help you keep 
warm and connected this winter. Warm 
Hubs also offer light refreshments and 
somewhere to socialise. You can access 
information on how to reduce bills, find 
out about additional financial support as 
well as how to stay healthy and well. 
Activities and services at Warm Hubs are 
run by trained local volunteers. 

All Warm Hubs are accessible for those 

with mobility issues. Anyone of any age, 

background  or circumstances can go to a 

Warm Hub – you can visit as many times 

as you like and stay for as long as the Hub 

is open, or you can head off anytime. No 

need to book, just turn up.  For 

information on local Warm Hubs go to 

https://www.haysouthcambs.co.uk/

support/warm-hubs/ 
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Café Church is back! 

This friendly café runs every Friday morning 9-11 

during term time in Steeple Morden Church 

Tea, coffee, home-made cake 

Toys and lots of space for little ones 

Do join us after school drop-off 



Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

French Saturday Club 

Modern Foreign Languages  Tuition 

Royston Hockey Club Juniors Section 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community  

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Opportunities are usually disguised as hard work,  
so most people don't recognize them. 

 Ann Landers  


