Friday, 13th May 2022
steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How:
Apologies for the absence of our usual information packed
newsletter this week. As you will know we have had a two day
Ofsted Inspection during which teachers have been working
incredibly hard to make sure that our Inspector felt welcomed
and supported to find the things he needed in order to make a
judgement about the school.
I am not allowed to give any formal feedback, as we have to go
through the standard process of moderation and checks but as
soon as the final report is available we will share it with all
parents. This is typically within 30 working days. Thank you to
those who shared their views via the Parent View link and to
those who sent good wishes, chocolate, doughnuts etc. to keep us
going.
Our year 6 children have had their own challenges this week as
they tackled the Key Stage 2 SATs papers. We worked with our
inspector to make sure that they were not interrupted or
disturbed and that they had the very best chance to do their best
and show off all their learning from the last few years. I was so
impressed with their mature attitudes and positive approaches
(even though you may have seen something different at home)
and we are all very proud of them.
Next week we will have lots of news to share with you including
Year 3’s Tudor day at Burghley House and some very exciting
science experiments involving balloons in Reception.
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“Rest is not idle, not wasteful. Sometimes rest is the most
productive thing you can do for your body and soul.”
Erica Layne

School Meal Charges
Summer 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£65.80
£70.50
£136.30

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at

May
27th Additional bank holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee
30th - 3rd Jun
Summer half term

June
6th
7th
15th
19th

INSET day
Children return to School
Year 6 trip to Stibbington Centre
Book Fair—more details and days/times to follow

July
22nd Last day of Summer term
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Absence Reporting

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email

If your child is absent please advise us on
01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave a
message on the absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via Parentmail as
we don’t use this aspect of the system
and so this won’t be seen.

office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

School uniform
Please, please ensure that your child’s belongings (uniform, bags,
water bottle etc) are all labelled with your child’s name. We have a
number of jumpers and other items which have been misplaced by
their owners which we can’t return as they don’t have the child’s
name inside, or have the name of a ‘previous owner’.

2

Notice Board
Home Time Arrangements
Please ensure that you advise the office by email on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by 12
noon if your child’s home time arrangement will be different from usual.
It is really important to let us know as soon as you are able to so we can ensure messages get to the
class in good time for the end of the day. We appreciate that there are times (ie when stuck in
traffic) when it isn't possible to let us know earlier, but we would ask you to help us help you and
your child(ren) by advising us with an email either on the morning of the change, or the evening
before.
Please also remember that if your child is being collected with another child to let us know; we've
had a number of occasions when the office has had to make last-minute phone calls at the end of
the day for this reason.

Mighty Hike for MacMillan Cancer Support
Mrs How is walking the Mighty Hike for MacMillan on Saturday 14th May; a marathon 26.2 miles
along the North Norfolk coast. If you would like to donate, please go to: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gemma-humphreys4 (this is the correct link it is a team effort!)

Virtual Moonwalk for Walk The Walk Breast Cancer
Mrs Watters is also walking a marathon on Saturday 14th May around the Bedfordshire countryside
in aid of Walk the Walk breast cancer charity. If you would like to donate, please go to https://
walkthewalk.enthuse.com/pf/cath-watters

5km Swim for Cancer Research and Marie Curie Cancer Care
Eliza in Year 4 is taking part in a Swimathon to raise much needed funds for Cancer Research and
Marie Curie. Eliza has swum 1.5km already in May and is aiming to have completed 5km by the end
of the month. Link for sponsorship is https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michele-taylor9?
utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=micheletaylor9&utm_campaign=pfp-whatsapp&utm_term=8085c41502874dfcbad2b0e0bc2ad260
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Children’s Clothes Swap
3-4:30 pm
Sunday 22 May
Steeple Morden Church
Please bring unwanted but wearable children’s clothes and
shoes to swap, and take away some new items
Please pre-sort clothes into size/ age
FREE
Any queries? Contact Rosemary mad_cellist@hotmail.com
07729 856128 or via Facebook
Please do not attend if you have COVID-19 symptoms
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Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
Monday’s assembly this week reminded the children of the Bible story which underpins our
school ethos; that of The Parable of the Lost Sheep from Luke 15 verses 1-7. The story reminds
us that just as a shepherd knows and takes care of every one of his sheep, so God knows and
takes care of every one us. As the shepherd worries over a lost sheep and goes
to find it, so God seeks to bring people together and nurture them.
Our school message of “Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be” reflects this
story too. We know and nurture all the children in our care, we are concerned
when anyone is feeling ‘lost’ or needs additional support and we do all we can to
help.
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Café Church is back!
This friendly café runs every Friday morning 911 during term time in Steeple Morden Church
Tea, coffee, home-made cake
Toys and lots of space for little ones
Do join us after school drop-off
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Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes
Bonfitness Pilates
Multi Active Holiday Childcare
Steeple Morden Tennis Classes
To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“Calmness of mind is one of the beautiful jewels of wisdom.”
James Allen
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