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“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.”

Message from Mrs How:
Regular articles

We are working our way through as many of our Christmas events
and traditions as possible. An extra challenge this year is that we
never really know who will be in school from one day to the next so
cast lists are ever changing. One of the innkeepers in our Nativity
had three different wives across the week.
We still have a few events to look forward to. Please see page 2 for
specific dates and times where available.
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With only one week until the end of term we have quite a lot to fit in
and that is on top of maintaining teaching focussing on maths and
English progress.
Steeple Morden C of E Primary School

Thank you again to those parents who are keeping a very close eye
on their children for the ever-increasing range of potential Covid
symptoms, and to those keeping up to date with LFTs and PCRs
where appropriate. We are so close to the end of term now that any
isolation periods are already into the holiday period. By working
together and looking out for each other we can hopefully avoid
anyone missing out on a family Christmas.
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“As we struggle with shopping lists and invitations, compounded by December’s
bad weather, it is good to be reminded that there are people in our lives who are
worth this aggravation, and people to whom we are worth the same.”
Donald E Westlake

School Meal Charges
Autumn 2021
Daily:
Weekly:
1st half term
2nd half term
Whole term

£2.35
£11.75
£86.95
£79.90
£166.85

Please make payment for
school lunches via Pay360
(formerly SIMS PAY) in
advance of meals taken.
We are now a ‘cashless’
school and will no longer
accept either cash or
cheques. If you need to set
up a Pay360 account,
please contact the office at
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

December
13th/14th
15th
15th
16th
17th/18th
17th

KS1 performance: available to watch on
the school’s YouTube channel for 24 hours via
link to be sent nearer the time
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Jumper Day
KS2 Christmas Assembly to Parents / school
(via Zoom ) (10am)
KS2 performance: available to watch on
the school’s YouTube channel for 24 hours via
link to be sent nearer the time
Last day of autumn term

Future events:
14-18 March 2022

Year 6 trip to Peak District

Absence from School
If your child is absent on
a day, please call the
school office on 01763
852474, or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk

Please avoid using
Parentmail to report
pupil absences.

Cutlery Amnesty
Could you please check at home for any school
cutlery which has come home with your child (for
example when they’ve had a packed lunch and
needed to borrow a fork). We seem to be missing
quite a lot of cutlery and we would be grateful if you
could return any items you come across.
Many thanks

2

Notice Board
Absence Reporting

Home Time Arrangements

If your child is absent please advise us on
01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave a message
on the absence line or email
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk
Please don’t message via Parentmail as we
don’t use this aspect of the system and so
this won’t be seen.

Please ensure that you advise the office by
email on
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by
12 noon if your child’s home time
arrangement will be different from usual.

Be Covid Aware
As you are aware we have had a number of cases of
Covid in school recently and we would ask you all to be
aware and vigilant to any possible Covid symptoms.
Whilst the primary symptoms in adults remain a
cough, temperature and/or change in taste or smell,
the symptoms being seen in children (from our own
school’s experience) are much wider: sore throats,
tummyache, sickness, sneezing, blocked noses and
headaches.
We do understand that there are lots of the usual
winter-season colds, coughs and sore throats around at
the moment, but ask you to keep a close eye on your
child’s (and own!) symptoms. If you have any concerns
about your child being in contact with a positive case
or they are displaying any of these symptoms we
strongly urge you to book a PCR as soon as
possible. Please do not rely on LFTs as they are not
considered reliable for children of this age group. Also,
please don't assume that one negative PCR means
everything is fine... sometimes it can take many days
for the virus to take hold and generate a positive result.
Please stay vigilant and be cautious.

It is really important to let us know as
soon as you are able to so we can ensure
messages get to the class in good time for
the end of the day. We appreciate that
there are times (ie when stuck in traffic)
when it isn't possible to let us know earlier,
but we would ask you to help us help you
and your child(ren) by advising us with an
email either on the morning of the change,
or the evening before.
Please also remember that if your child is
being collected with another child to let us
know; we've had a number of occasions
when the office has had to make lastminute phone calls at the end of the day for
this reason.

School Lunches
Please note that if your child isn’t in
registration in the morning (ie medical
appointment) and would like a school
lunch we need to know by 9.30am at the
latest.
If your child comes into school after this
time and hasn’t booked to have a school
lunch, we will need you to provide a
packed lunch for them.
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News from Starling Class (Reception)
Hello from Starling Class,
Phew! What a busy week! All of the children have turned their hand to being performers
this week, acting, dancing and singing on stage as well as being film stars as they were
recorded for the Nativity.
Snowflake the elf has been keeping us
entertained and set the challenge of writing a
letter to Santa to say the one present that each
child would like to receive on Christmas Day. The
children copied the words ‘To Santa’ and ‘from’
but everything else was written independently.
The children showed fantastic perseverance
when segmenting and blending their phonemes
and determination when writing the
corresponding graphemes.
In Maths this week we have been thinking about
spatial awareness. We used descriptive words
such as in, on, under, behind, next to and in front. We used our learning during COOL Time
as we described where objects were or should be and it was most beneficial at tidy up
time!
We had our final Library visit of the Autumn Term. We read the book ‘Doris the Loris’ and
enjoyed the idea of writing and retelling our own made up stories for our friends. We will
collect all Library books in next week and will restart our Library sessions after the
Christmas break.
We had a look at our ‘An Interesting word for every day of the year’ book again this week
with a focus on words linked to ‘performance’ and we will added another 7 new words to
our ‘word wall’. This week’s words were:
Approve: To have a positive opinion of someone or something
Confident: Being certain of your abilities of qualities
Devotee: A person who is very interested in, and enthusiastic about, someone
Disturbance: An interruption of a peaceful situation
Embarrassed: Feeling shy or ashamed about something
Extend: To add to something in order to make it bigger or longer
Gusto: Enjoyment and enthusiasm in doing something
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The children are all getting exhausted (this
is normal for this time of year) so hopefully
they can have lots of rest ready for their
final week of term. Next week we have the
most exciting week planned! Christingle,
Polar Express Day (don’t forget your
pyjamas and warm things), Christmas
dinner day (don’t forget your Christmas
jumper), KS2 performance, Christmas
Service in Church, lots of Christmas crafts,
games and fun.
See you next week!
Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech

This December, the local Home Start team will be turning the town centres of Royston and
Buntingford into giant advent calendars!
They have hidden 24 Christmassy images around the shops in
both towns.
Pick up a trail sheet (available from the Co-op in Buntingford,
or Abode Estate Agents and Trademark Kitchens in Royston, or
from their website - The Home-Start Living Advent Calendars Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire
(hsrsc.org.uk)) and wander through the towns.
Take a selfie in front of the images when you find them and send them to
HomeStart (cathy@hsrsc.org.uk) – as they would love to see how you get on!
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News from Robin Class (Year 1)
This week has seemed both very long, and very short!
The children have been absolute superstars in getting
ready for the nativity play and actually performing,
being recorded on stage. They earned themselves a
class star for their efforts in sitting quietly while
others were on stage, singing beautifully,
remembering when to go on stage and of course, playing their part wonderfully.
We have also continued with some maths
learning – looking at repeating patterns,
using 3D shape with Miss Waterer, which
proved slightly more tricky than was
anticipated – the children all really needed
to think about which part of the sequence
was the ‘pattern’ and notice where it repeated. Lots of us have now ‘got’ this!
The children also got busy decorating the
classroom – making ‘days of the week’ paper
chains, which look fabulous hanging above all of
our display boards, and making red noses and
antlers to create their own ‘reindeer’ bags,
which will come home next week.
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In Science, the children have thought more about sorting
animals into groups – considering if they are mammals,
fish, birds, amphibians or reptiles. We have the game
‘Guess in 10 – Animals’ in the classroom, which we are
hoping to use next week for some friendly competition!
For those of you not with us in the classroom by the end of
the week, we hope you feel better really soon. Have a
restful weekend!
Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team

Assemblies, Collective Worship and Reflection
On Monday, we lit the second candle on our advent wreath – the
candle for peace. Our Bible reading came from Isiah 11 v 1-10
where the prophet was trying to describe how the world might
be when the Saviour, sometimes called ‘the Messiah’ came to
save the Jewish people.
The passage talks of a time when all people will be treated fairly,
when the rights of the helpless will be defended and when
animals will live together in peace. We thought about how the
world today still needs our prayers for peace and although our
actions might feel small we can all do something to make a
difference.
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News from Owl Class (Year 2)

We hope you enjoy our performance of ‘Everyone Loves a Baby!’ The children have
worked so hard practising their singing, acting and dancing and will be more than
ready for a restful weekend!
We are looking forward to seeing them on Monday for a week of fun Christmas
activities!
The Year 2 Teaching Team – Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and Mrs Brown
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News from Peacock Class (Year 3)
In English, we successfully transferred our descriptive writing skills to describing our handmade
chocolate fudge and created sentences that made our mouths water.
We also completed our writing to explain the journey of the history of chocolate, one of our
favourite facts remains the use of cocoa beans by the Mayans as rewards for warriors that had
been successful in battle. Next week we will be thinking about the Christian nativity story.
In Maths, we have been thinking
about strategies to help check if
our calculations are correct. To
begin with we investigated the
statements, even number + even
number = even number, odd +
odd = even. We discovered that
these statements were true and
can now use them as one quick
way of checking answers.
Another way of checking was by
using the inverse, or opposite
operation, eg 345 + 213 = 458, so
we can check by working out 458
-213, if we get back to 345, then
we know were correct. The last
way we thought about was by
estimating. For this we had to
think about what would be a sensible answer, so 373-231 is going to be somewhere near 150
In other work we have finished chocolate boxes, concluded all Mayan jobs, told the Christmas
story in French, practised our performance for the Christmas assembly, worked in small groups
to perform gymnastic routines, made three different flavours of chocolate fudge, made up our
own games in hockey to demonstrate the skill of dribbling and driving… I’m sure we did much
more too!

So an eclectic, busy hard working week!!
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Good news; last week our 4 bananas and custards increased to 11 gorgonzola cheeses!!! And this
week we had 13/18 stripy tigers, what a triumph! Please remember to watch out for more secret
codes in weeks to come, I will pop one in on a random basis.
Please remember to keep an eye on the weather,
is particularly cold, remember the classroom
will be too, so extra layers under uniforms is a
good idea, if not essential.!

if it

Dates to remember
Wednesday 15th Christmas jumper day and
Christmas school dinner
Thursday 16th 10 am KS2 Christmas assembly
zoom

via

Weekly home activities
 Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has been read in reading diary.

Books and diary must be in school daily please.
 Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work for the children, logins for both
are in reading diaries

Tackling Tables practise.
Reminder

Please name all clothing, now including hats, gloves, scarves. At the end of each week, I seem to
be sending a pile of unclaimed, unnamed clothing to the PTA for their next nearly new sale.
 Send books and diary into school each day
 Teach your children how to tie shoelaces.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
From Mrs Seward and Miss Smith
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The Bethlehem

Star

This week the Year 3 reporters have pretended to interview some important people from
the nativity story. We have found it fun interviewing and writing for you this term.
We hope you have a lovely Christmas!

Gabriel. “I am an angel called Gabriel and I am a beautiful creature. I live
in heaven and work for God. God told me to find someone called Mary and to
tell her that she was going to have a special baby. I found her in the middle
of washing clothes and I appeared to her in such a bright light that she had
to cover her eyes with her hands. When she looked up I told her the exciting
news.
A few months later when Mary had travelled to Bethlehem, God sent me and some
of the other angels I work with, to go and sing to the shepherds and tell them
Mary was going to give birth to the son of God.” Olivia
The donkey. “I’m a grey donkey and I live with Mary and Joseph. When they went
to Bethlehem they rode on me. It was a very long journey with Mary on my back
and when we got to Bethlehem it was VERY busy and I kept getting pushed about.
I was very glad the inn keeper found a stable for me because I was 100% hungry
and 59% tired.
The stalls in the stable were full of dirty hay and it stank. There were pigs
and cows and other donkeys but that didn’t matter to me because all I wanted
to do was SLEEP and SLEEP!
When Mary and Joseph went home they rode on my back with the baby.” Harlee
The inkeeper’s wife. “Hello, I’m Angelina, the innkeeper’s wife. Mary knocked
and I answered the door. There were lots and lots of people there, noisier
than anything I’ve ever heard before. Mary told me that they were all there
because all the people were being counted. There was a donkey next to Mary and
I thought that was what she rode into town.
Mary looked very tired and she said: “If there is any room, please can I
stay?”.
I said: ”Let me talk to my husband, but I have a question. Are you having a
baby?” Yes, she said.
Anyway, I went to talk to my husband and asked him if there was enough room
for all these people but he said no. I said that Mary was so tired and that
she was about to have a baby so I persuaded him to give them the back stable.
So we let them in and that was where she had her baby. It was an amazing
sight.” Niamh.

Caspar. “I am a wise man and my name is Caspar. I wear a blue and gold dress
with brown sandals and also a crown. One day I was riding on my camel and I
saw a big bright star and I know that meant a new king was born.
Me and my friends, Melchior and Balthasar, bought presents to take to the new
king. Gold, frankincense and myrrh. We knew it would be a long journey through
the sandy dunes in the desert so we used maps and followed the bright star.”
Thomas.
Mary. “One sunny day I was doing my washing when I looked out my window and
saw a bright light hovering near the window. When the light realised I was
looking at it, it turned around and said to me: “Hello Mary, I have come to
tell you that you are having a very special baby and you must name him Jesus.”
And with that, the bright light vanished.
Six months later, I was very pregnant and we were heading to Bethlehem. I was
travelling on a donkey with my husband Joseph. I was very stressed and a bit
nervous because I was having a very special baby that would be known
everywhere. Joseph kept on telling me that everything would be okay but I was
still very worried.
Me and Joseph knocked on every single inn door until we came to the last one
in the village. I said to Joseph: “It’s no good.” But he knocked on the last
door and we were feeling very nervous when suddenly the man at the door said
“yes?”. I asked if he had somewhere we could stay and he replied “sorry, no”.
But the inn keeper’s wife said we could have the stable. I said: “Thank you so
much” so we went to the stable and there in the hay my baby lay sound asleep.
A couple of hours later the stable was jam-packed with people trying to see a
glimpse of the new born baby. Suddenly three men were pushing their way to the
front. They were carrying presents to the front to give to my little baby
Jesus. They said to me: “We have brought presents to your baby – gold,
frankincense and myrrh.” I said thank you.
Hour by hour the crowd started to die down and my baby woke up but he did not
make a sound. I stroked his head and baby Jesus started to giggle. I gently
laughed and looked at Joseph and said “I can’t believe it!”.
A couple of days later we started to go back to Nazareth with our little baby
Jesus.” Lily

We would like to thank Pedals, a local,
independently run, push bike shop and
HC Jewellers for their continuing
support for the school and for their kind
donations to sponsor the school’s
Christmas trees this year.

News from Swift Class (Year 4)
We have had another busy and varied week in Swift class. It is always a challenge to
complete various topics in different subjects as we approach the end of any term but the
Autumn term has its own particular challenges as we prepare for Christmas.
In Maths we are continually looking at ways we can check whether our work seems right
during the steps we take when trying to solve problems. We want the children to be
thinking mathematicians, and not simply follow a routine and hope it arrives at a correct
solution. One of the strategies we are currently looking at is to look at the problem in
reverse.
A simple example of this would be: ‘If I think 25 – 4 = 21 then I could check by adding 4 to
21 and I should reach 25. The language we use for this is called an inverse operation. We
can then use the same strategy with larger numbers, to see if our answers are in the in the
right ball park e.g.
If 3643 - 865 = 2778 is correct,
Then 2778 + 865 should = 3643
In English and Computing we have been retelling stories and creating our own video
narrative about the meaning of
Christmas, which you will be
able to see when it forms part of
the KS2 Christmas Service next
week. One positive of having to
teach over zoom during the
pandemic is we have some great
microphones we can use to
record sound effects. Children
have been using recording
software to making sound
effects and add them to the
video.
Mr Beavan & the Year Four
Team
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News from Heron Class (Year 5)
A huge hello from Heron Class,
We’re edging our way towards Christmas, with the children already extremely excited but clearly
also tired! We have worked through our unit on Play scripts, with the children confident enough in
what makes a good script that they were able to improve and up-level an existing one to a much
higher standard.
Maths has involved finishing off our unit on Area and Perimeter. This was well supplemented by
the children’s fantastic Learning Logs this week… thank you to both children and parents for
meeting our new homework task this half term with such enthusiasm and gusto!
Performance was in the air as the class also finalised their Italian
rendition of Jingle Bells, ready to record early next week. We have also
created visible words so please do feel free to sing along when the
performance goes live!
We finished our PE unit on Netball on Wednesday… the children
deserve to be commended on their grit and determination to play in
what was positively arctic temperatures! The class have worked
incredibly hard on this unit and, to celebrate their hard work, there
will be no PE next week as the children will instead be enjoying a welldeserved Christmas treat in the form of eating pies (to be made on
Tuesday) and watching the 1968 version of Oliver!

We have continued this week with opening the
doors on the Kindness Advent calendar that Mrs Hannah has kindly made for us.
Each day we are all set a challenge to perform a specific act of kindness, either at
home or at school. We are pleased to say that the children are engaging really
well with this and we have had some great feedback about kindness that has
been shown at home to unsuspecting family members! Keep up the good work
Year 5.
In our Science lessons, we have now planned and carried out our investigation
into thermal insulators and conductors with some interesting results. We were
aiming to discover which would be the best material to use to line our newly
designed lunchboxes. We were looking to make sure that the
sandwiches that we were placing inside would stay fresh and cool for
as long as possible. We needed to understand independent, dependent
and controlled variables for the experiment to provide us with
meaningful results and we are pleased to say that the children all did a
very good job whilst working with scientific equipment and
concentrating on their teamwork skills.

Mrs Watt, Mrs Morris and the Year 5 team
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Art is for All
Your Task:
Using your preferred medium, have a go at creating a picture using only your mouth or foot to control your
chosen implement. Alternatively, click on one of the links and follow a tutorial by one of the artists.
https://www.mfpa.uk/about-mfpa/learn-to-paint-series
Use any colour medium you have to hand.
Please be brave, don’t think too much about it just have a go.
Photograph your masterpiece and send it into the school office so that it can be displayed in the Star’s
very own art gallery. Good luck and have fun!

My child is unwell—what should I do?
We have had a few questions about children being unwell recently so I thought I would clarify the
current position.
Tummy bugs – easy! Child to remain off school for 48 hours after the last bout of diarrhoea or
sickness.
Chicken pox/slapped cheek etc. – follow your Doctor / Health Visitor’s advice (in the case of Chicken
Pox this is often to avoid school until all blisters have crusted).
Cold with runny nose and sneezing – as long as your child does not have any potential Covid
symptoms and they are feeling well enough in themselves they can come to school.
Temperature/cough/change in taste or smell – child should not attend school and a PCR should be
booked as soon as possible. This is based on the current Government advice that anyone with these
symptoms, even if they are mild should take a PCR. LFTs are designed for asymptomatic use, not to
check whether symptoms are Covid or not. If in doubt, ask yourself why you are giving your child a
LFT? If it is because they have some possible symptoms then you should be booking a PCR instead.
From the Gov.uk website
Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as possible if you have any of these 3
symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild:
 a high temperature
 a new, continuous cough
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

If your child has any of these symptoms, please do not rely on a LFT to indicate whether they
may have Covid. Book a PCR, keep them at home until you have a result and let us know.

Covid Test Results Email
Address
We have an email address set up
specifically for parents to alert us
to any positive Covid test results
from within your household. The
email address is:
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.c
ambs.sch.uk
This email address will be
checked each morning, evening
and during the day (including
weekends) and we ask that you
use this address to advise us of
Covid -19 positive test results for
any member of your household.
Although there is unlikely to be
any action required it does mean
that we can alert members of the
school community to be extra
vigilant. Please do not use this
email address for any other
issues, all other emails should still
be sent to
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk
as usual
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6)
This week, we have finished working through old SATs papers. The children have worked
hard and now have a feel of what all the SATs exams will be like in mid –May next year.
They are becoming familiar with the types of questions that appear, as well as how quickly
they should work and how the questions should be answered. We will be working through
the answers, and methods to get to the answers, in these tests next week.
In Maths lessons we have continued to work on
fractions. We have looked at equivalent
fractions and how to write these, draw these
and look at them visually too. Next we
simplified fractions and looked at the common
multiples to help us with this. Ask your child
what this means: whatever you do to the top
you do to the bottom.
In English, we have completed our film and
book review of Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’. We have now started our next topic - studying poems from the Great War
and the impact they had on both individuals and society as a whole. As I said last week, the
aim is for the children to write their own poem based on some of the poems that they have
read and to look at the language and different poetic features that they could use to impact
on the reader.
We have also been working hard in class on our
contribution to the KS2 Christmas performance next
week. We have based our ideas on the story of Hansel
and Gretel and have been working hard on the
backdrops for it – see photos.
Homework should be
completed by Thursday 16th
December – thank you. Keep
on reading and learning those times tables too please.
Thank you.
Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team
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Community News
Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page
Smarties Preschool
Litlington Preschool
La Jolie Ronde online French classes
Helen O-Grady Drama Classes
MF Tennis Coaching
Guilden Morden Village Market
Norwich City Football Club community clubs
St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme
Folwmere Bullfinches
Litlington Preschool Christmas Fayre
Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community

“ It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air.”
WT Ellis
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