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“Love and kindness are never wasted.  They always make a difference.   

They bless the one who receives them, and bless you, the giver.” 

Barbara de Angelis 

Message from Mrs How: 
Those of you that have been on the playground to collect children 

this week will have noticed a large concrete octagon on the edge of 

the field.  Today some brave men from Beaver Sheds spent the 

morning busily erecting a wooden structure on top.  I was slightly 

concerned about the one standing on the roof to fix the cover but 

the work was finished without incident … 
 

This project has taken a while to plan and organise but now that we 

are almost finished, it will have two main advantages for us as a 

school.  Firstly, it provides a covered area for outdoor learning 

where teachers can be more creative in how they deliver some of 

their lessons.  Secondly, it gives a quieter, calmer space at play and 

lunchtimes for those children who do not always want to run 

around, or for those who need a space for reflection.  Over the 

coming weeks each class will have some allocated time as we 

establish expectations and ground rules for use and we will be 

adding seating and resources for all to share.   
 

This project has been funded through three sources; the school 

budget, a donation from Tesco and you!  The PTA has donated 

the bulk of the funding for this project from monies raised 

over the last few years.  On behalf of all the children who will 

make good use of this – thank you to everyone who has 

supported the PTA and enabled this to happen.   
 

While we work towards helping all the children understand how to 

use this space safely and appropriately, please do not allow your 

children to climb or enter the area after school. 
 

Over the last few days, there have been various communications 

about changes to the Covid restrictions and guidance.  I attended a 

LA briefing this morning to understand how this will affect us in 

school.  There was quite a lot of information to take in and I need a 

little time to think it through, so I will send out a Parentmail early 

next week to update you all. 

  Friday, 25th February 2022 

steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.” 
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School Meal Charges        
Spring 2021 

Daily:            £2.35 

Weekly:                £11.75 

1st half term £65.80 

2nd half term £70.50 

Whole term £136.30 

 

Please make payment for 

school lunches via Pay360 

(formerly SIMS PAY) in 

advance of meals taken.   

 

We are now a ‘cashless’ 

school and will no longer 

accept either cash or 

cheques. If you need to set 

up a Pay360 account, 

please contact the office at 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

If your child is absent on 

a day, please call the 

school office on 01763 

852474, or email 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

Please avoid using 

Parentmail to report 

pupil absences. 

 

March 
1st Parent Consultations (via Zoom)  
3rd  Parent Consultations (via Zoom)  
4th World Book Day at Steeple 
14-18 Year 6 residential trip to Peak District 
 

April 
1st Last day of Spring Term 
19th INSET day (children not in school) 
20th Children return to school 
 

May 
2nd Early May Bank Holiday 
27th Additional  bank holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee 
30th - 3rd Jun  Summer half term 
 

June 
6th INSET day 
7th Children return to School 
 

July 
22nd Last day of Summer term 

Absence from School 

Clarification re 27th May ‘Bank Holiday’  
 
There have been a couple of queries regarding the term dates for the 
current school year, particularly around the Bank Holiday on 27th May.  As 
you are aware, this year there is an additional Bank Holiday on 3rd June for 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The Department of Education has decided 
that schools should also benefit from the additional Bank Holiday and 
schools have been allowed to determine for themselves when they would 
like to put this in their school calendar.  Steeple has decided to put this on 
Friday, 27th  May which is immediately prior to the May half term, allowing 
families a slightly longer break.  This was  previously advised in the Star 
dated 10th September 2021. 
 
Term dates can be found on the website at https://
www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/term-dates-and-calendar 



Notice Board 
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Absence Reporting 
 
If your child is absent please advise us on 
01763 852474 (Option 1) and leave a 
message on the absence line or email 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk    
Please don’t message via Parentmail as 
we don’t use this aspect of the system 
and so this won’t be seen. 

Home Time Arrangements 
 

Please ensure that you advise the office by email 

on office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk by  

12 noon if your child’s home time arrangement 

will be different from usual.  

 

It is really important  to let us know as soon as 

you are able to so we can ensure messages get to 

the class  in good time for the end of the day.  We 

appreciate that there are times (ie when stuck in 

traffic) when it isn't possible to let us know 

earlier, but we would ask you to help us help you 

and your child(ren) by advising us with an email 

either on the morning of the change, or the 

evening before.   

 

Please also remember that if your child is being 

collected with another child to let us know; we've 

had a number of occasions when the office has 

had to make last-minute phone calls at the end of 

the day for this reason.  

 

School Lunches 
 
Please note that if your child isn’t in registration 
in the morning (ie medical appointment) and 
would like a school lunch we need to know by 
9.30am at the latest.   
 
If  your child comes into school after this time 
and hasn’t booked to have a school lunch, we will 
need you to provide a packed lunch for them.  

Dogs on School Grounds 
 

A reminder to all parents that 

dogs are not permitted onto the 

school site.  There have been a 

number of times recently when 

parents/carers have been seen 

bringing a dog with them onto 

the grounds at drop off/pick up 

time.  Please make arrangements 

to ensure our school site stays 

dog-free.  Thank you for your 

support. 

Music Lessons in School 
 

If you are interested in your child receiving tuition on a 

musical instrument in school, please see the 

Cambridgeshire Music webpage which gives information 

on costs and the opportunity to sign up for lessons. 

 

Provision of lessons is dependant on the availability of 

peripatetic teachers, and for some instruments it may not 

be possible for children to begin learning until they are a 

little bit older.   

 

For more information go to https://

www.cambridgeshiremusic.org.uk/pages/discover-

music/tuition/learn-to-play-or-sing.html   



News from Starling Class (Reception) 

Welcome back from Starling Class! 
 
This week we have heard about everyone’s exciting Half Term 
adventures and got ourselves back into the swing of school 
routines and expectations. We started our learning about 
buildings from around the world, the materials they are made 
from and why and thought about the different machines 
construction workers use today that make their jobs a little 
easier. We also looked at buildings from long ago and discussed 
how large structures like St Paul’s Cathedral in London were 
built without the use of cranes, diggers and dumper trucks. We 
ended our week looking at different homes from the past and 
British homes through history. Our knowledge and understanding about these areas will 
be ‘built’ upon over the next few weeks as we have more of a focus on Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics during our Topic times. 
 
This week in Phonics the children continued with our Phase 3 Phonics. They learnt the 
digraphs er and the trigraphs: ear and air. Our Maths sessions this week had us looking at 
weight. We used the terminology ‘heavier’ and ‘lighter’ to compare objects and discovered 
that an object does not need to be the biggest object in order to be the heaviest AND that 
two objects of the same size and shape may have differing weights! 
 

Our timetable has slightly changed this half 
term. Our PE sessions are focusing on 
Balanceability and playground games. Each 
week the children will be split into two groups 
and they will swap over after half an hour. The 
children will be practicing balance skills and 
games and then using balance bikes with Mrs 
Meridew and Julie (our marvelous 
Balanceability coach) and the other half will be 

learning how to play traditional playground games with Mrs Keech in the Hall. This week 
the children learnt how to play ‘The keeper of the keys’ 
and ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf?’ We are hopeful that the 
children will become confident in playing these games 
and enjoy playing them at morning and lunchtime play.  
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Our PE slot for this half term only is Tuesday morning 9-10 am, so 
please ensure that your child arrives at school in their PE kit 
(jumpers, joggers, trainers) promptly by 8:55 am where possible, so 
the children do not lose out on their time. If this is going to be 
difficult, then please let us know and we will ensure that they will be 
placed in the second group which begins at 9:30. Children will be 
allowed to remain in their PE kits for the whole of Tuesday. 
 
This week’s Library excursion was to the Fiction library. Next week 
it would be great if the Red Cherries could be prepared to talk about 
their opinions of their book. It would also be lovely to hear from the 
Yellow Bananas for Show and Tell next week, on a topic of their 
choosing. 

 
I look forward to seeing you all next week for Parent Consultations 
and share with you how well your children are thriving at school 
and what their next steps will be in order to get them to meet their 
full potential. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
Mrs Meridew, Mrs Brown & Mrs Keech  

Reminder  -  we aim to be a Nut Free School 
 

Please remember that we aim to be a ‘nut free’ school.  We have 

both staff and children in school who suffer from potentially life

-threatening allergies to nuts and it is important that we all take 

necessary precautions.   Please check carefully the ingredients 

of any items your child has for packed lunch or snack, 

particularly cereal/snack bars .  If your child has a medical need 

for handcream, please check that this doesn’t contain any nut 

oils.   

 

Many thanks for your help in keeping all our school healthy.   



News from Robin Class (Year 1) 

We really enjoyed hearing all about the children’s news at the start of the week. They were all 
challenged to be adventurous in their writing, using words they wouldn’t usually use (because they 
might not be able to spell them!) or writing more than they have before, whilst all the time 
remembering their best writing and sentence punctuation. We were all really impressed with 
wonderful, independent news writing with super sentences and lots of words the children wouldn’t 
normally try to write! The class were also very excited to be learning a new letter join on Tuesday 

‘th’. For some, it took a level of perseverance they 
weren’t expecting, but everyone managed to succeed 
by the end of the lesson! 
 
We have started a small unit of work looking at the 
story ‘Egg Box Dragon’. If you would like to hear the 
story read at home, you can find this online here: 
https://tinyurl.com/j9dwxpw4 (sorry about the 
‘Grammarly’ advert!).  We have spent time this week 
thinking about the character of the dragon in the story 
and making our very own Egg Box Dragons, cutting, 
taping, painting and creating their own little 
characters. Next week we will think about the story in 

smaller chunks and use our imaginations for wonderful some story-telling. 
 
Miss Waterer used everyday and classroom objects in Science this 
week to begin thinking about the materials things are made from. The 
children were encouraged to think about the properties of each 
material and were starting to consider why that material might have 
been chosen to make particular objects.   
 
In Maths, we have continued to look at subtraction of numbers within 
20. This week has been a challenge for some, being challenged to think 
in different ways to find answers, rather than always counting back in 
ones. They have also been encouraged to explain how they know an 
answer using the sentence, ‘if I know ____, then I know ___’  
(e.g. If I know 7 – 3 = 4, then I know 17 – 3 = 14’’).  This is a skill that 
we will be using in the next few weeks as we use numbers up to 50 with both addition and 
subtraction. We have also revisited comparing numbers using the <  > and = symbols, including 
comparing number sentences.  

E.g. 13 - 4 > 15 – 8  or   18 – 7 < 15 – 2 
Some children have been challenged to find all the different ways 
their number sentences could be ‘equal to’ each other! 
 
In PE we have finished our Dance unit on Toys, and will be moving on 
to using the large equipment in the hall. With this in mind, our indoor 
PE day is going to change from Thursday to Monday. PE on Tuesday 
will continue to be outside, focusing on ‘invasion games’ so the 
children will be using the skills they have been learning over the last 
term to begin looking at the skills used when attacking and defending 
in PE Games. 
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In Phonics this week, we have been looking at the last ‘split vowel digraph’ u-e. This can say either ‘oo’ or 
‘yoo’ within a word and we have practiced reading words using both pronunciations to make sure we are 
reading the word correctly. This is a skill which we have continued with towards the end of the week: we 
have started to look at the vowels ‘i’ and ‘o’ when they are on their own, but saying the long vowel sound 
(see table below). 
 
Week 6: 

 
 

Mrs Bowmer, Mrs Carter and the Year 1 Team 

Old grapheme New grapheme examples of words to read and write Tricky words 

ue u-e mane, gate, flame, plate, skate, frame To read: 
water 
were 
because 
  
  
To spell: 
find 
mind 
kind 
behind 
  

ue u-e Pete, compete, theme, extreme 

Teaching alternative pronunciations: 

i  (in will) i (in child) find, mind, wild, behind, kind 

o (in top) o (in go) go, open, both, so, no, 

Queen Mother’s Handwriting Award 
 

It was during a visit to the East of England Show in 1976 that The Queen 

Mother expressed an interest in children’s handwriting saying.  ‘Clear 

handwriting is an essential element of communication and self-expression.  It is 

for this reason that I felt able to suggest to the East of England Show 

organisers, during a visit to the Schools Area in 1976 that I would support an 

initiative directed at improving children’s writing skills.’  

  

The competition was set up in her name the following year. Following the sad death of the Queen 

Mother the East of England Agricultural Society wrote to Her Majesty The Queen and asked if they 

could continue the competition in memory of The Queen Mother. Her Majesty kindly agreed and so 

the competition continues.  

  

Please read carefully the guidelines in the schedule on how to enter, taking note of the details to go 

on the back of each entry.  Go to .https://www.eastofengland.org.uk/education/handwriting-

awards/ for entry information. 

 

Please note: Entries close 12 noon on Monday 28th March    



News from Owl Class (Year 2) 
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We’ve all had a good first week back after the half term holidays, despite the unsettled and 

blustery weather!  In our English work this week, we have enjoyed reading and 

researching a range of London landmarks from Big Ben to Buckingham Palace and we’ve 

written our own fantastic facts about them.       
 

 

 

 

In our topic work this week, we have begun to learn all about ‘The Great Fire of London.’  

The children have begun to make a timeline zigzag book sequencing the key events, and 

they’ve enjoyed learning about the importance of the diary Samuel Pepys wrote at the 

time.  

 

It has been lovely for us to see how much the children are 

enjoying making London landmark models at home or finding 

books and information to share with the rest of the class – 

thank you for all your support with these homework activities.  
 

In Maths this week, we have completed some 

work on our Statistics unit of work and have been 

learning how to use and interpret information on 

Pictograms and Block Diagrams. Looking carefully 

at the key was an important part of this work, as 

sometimes the information was represented in 

groups of one, and at other times, one picture 

represented a group of 2, 5 or 10 items. 



  

 
 

We are looking forward to meeting with you next week for Parent’s evening. Thank you for 

your continued support with everything we hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 

Mrs Luebcke, Mrs Daniels and  the Year 2 team  

Reminders 

Reading Records Booklets to school every day 

Yellow Spelling Folders to school on Mondays. 

Homework Folders given out on Fridays, bring back to school on Weds 

P.E Mondays with Mrs Luebcke & Weds with Mrs Daniels 

Recorders please bring into school every Friday 

Mathletics set every Friday 

Spelling Frame set every Monday 

Tackling Tables practise as often as possible at home please. 

Dress to Express Day 
 

Thank you so much for the amazing support which you showed for our first ever ‘Dress to 

Express’ day on Friday 11th February to mark Children’s Mental Health Week in the UK. All the 

children (and staff) came to school in a variety of interesting, colourful and thoughtful outfits, it 

was an absolute delight to see! We spent time in assembly, and in our classes, discussing what 
the outfits told us about one another’s likes and hobbies and all agreed that we had learnt lots of 

interesting things about each other from the day that we did not 
know before and that it felt good to express ourselves in this way. 

As well as having a great day talking about a very important 
subject we also managed to 
raise £117 for Place2Be, 

which is an amazing 
achievement. Well done 

everyone, we are very 
proud of you. 



News from Peacock Class (Year 3) 
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We have returned with the same hard working approach as before half term, only this week with 
more enthusiasm as we are not quite so jaded following the half term’s rest. 
 
In maths, we started a unit of work on money.  So far we have looked at recognising the value of 
coins and equivalent amounts, using our place value understanding to convert between pounds 
and pence, as well as adding different amounts.  Next week we will continue our money work 
and begin to look at statistics. 
 
In English, we have started to look at instructions in preparation for writing our own on how to 
mummify a body.  So far, we have identified their features and considered the importance of 
order and the need for imperative verbs. We will continue working on this next week. 
 
In topic work, we have designed our own pyramid and tomb, thinking carefully about all the 
items we would need for an afterlife.  
 
The month of February is national e-safety month. We have given some more time to thinking 
about how to stay safe online. Over the last few weeks we have considered some important 
statements: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week we watched and discussed a special assembly 
about staying safe online. This year the focus is on safety 
in online game playing. If you would like to follow this up 

at home, the link below is for the 
assemblies we shared and discussed.  
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-
internet-day/safer-internet-day-
2022/virtual-assemblies 
 
 
 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/virtual-assemblies
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/virtual-assemblies
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/virtual-assemblies


  

 We have concluded our science investigation by observing 
how well our grapes had been preserved in the different 
liquids. Unfortunately, none of the liquids we tried seemed 
to preserve our grapes as all showed early signs of decay. 
We found this a little surprising as we had based our 
investigations on our original research that we had carried 
out at home when looking at preserved items in our kitchen 
cupboards. However, we were able to suggest ways to 
improve our investigation if we were to repeat it again. If 
you would like to try this at home we suggested that we 
would use stronger concentrations of the different liquids, 

e.g. instead of adding just 1 teaspoon of salt to make the brine water we could add four. 
 
As a school, we have been selected by Ely cathedral to be involved with their special celebrations 
about Etheldreda, a Saxon princess who established a religious retreat in Ely. On Thursday, we 
joined a special Zoom lesson to find out about her story. We now need to design a special picture 
to tell part of the story. Our pictures will be entered into a completion; the chosen pictures will be 
changed into special banners to be used as part of the celebrations in Ely Cathedral next year. So 
fingers crossed! 
 
We have also received a special card from our adopted donkey. 
 
Reminder, 
Next Friday 4th March is our book day, children are invited to 
dress as their favourite book character, or something inspired 
by the 80s. 
 
Weekly home activities  
· Reading, please aim for at least 4x weekly noting what has 

been read in reading diary.  
· Books and diary must be in school daily please.  

· Mathletics and Spelling Frame are up and ready with set work 
for the children, logins for both are in reading diaries  
· Tackling Tables practise.  
   
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  
   
Mrs Seward and Miss Smith 
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An interview with Mrs Seward 

 

Our Year 3 journalists 

interviewed Year 3 teacher 

Mrs Seward about her 

favourite things. 

 
Lawrence: Hello and thank you for letting us 

interview you. What is your favourite colour? 

Mrs Seward:I have lots of favourite colours, 

especially the colours of nature. Look at a 

peacock and see how many colours there are in its feathers, it’s 

beautiful. 

 

Lucas: Do you have any pets? 

Mrs Seward: I have three hens and four cats. One of my cats has only 

three legs. 

 

Iyla: What is your favourite food? 

Mrs Seward: I like lots of things! Probably easier to say what I don’t 

like – avocado, salmon, liver and mushy peas. 

 

Sophie: What is your favourite book? 

Mrs Seward: That’s easy, ‘The Wind In The Willows’. I remember my mum 

reading it to me when I was a little girl. I read it all the time 

especially when I’m sad or doing something I don’t like, like going to 

the dentist. 

 

Benji: Do you have any children? 

Mrs Seward: Yes, I have a son called Colin. He is 18. 

 

Iyla: Do you have a hobby? 

Mrs Seward: Yes, lots. I go to the gym almost every day and I like to 

dance as much as possible. I also like reading and gardening. 

 

William: What is your favourite thing about Steeple Morden Primary 

School? 

Mrs Seward: The people. All the teachers, governors, children and 

parents. Everyone is happy and very supportive. 



 

Art is for All 

Your Task: 
 

Have a go at home, create sand patterns in a sand tray, try using dry moist or wet sand, alternatively use a tray of flour, or 

if you are having shepherd’s pie for tea create a pattern in the mash potato before browning.  Remember  to photograph 

your creating and send them in to the Star’s gallery.  

Happy creating. 

Welcome to your next ’Art is for All’. 

 

This half term’s art looks at the work of Marc Treanor a Welsh artist who created his works in the sand.  Treanor 

produced his sand murals by sketching designs on paper before using a rake to recreate the design on a beach.  The work 

would then remain on the beach until washed away by the tide.  Marc Treanor, started creating the sand patterns as a 

way to keep his children entertained on holiday but then went on to make a career out of it.  He made his artwork at 

beaches across the UK for the joy of it and as a gift to anyone who came across it on the beaches. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJxdlBzc1Zs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJxdlBzc1Zs


 

PTA News 
 

 

February Lottery Club winners are: 
1st:  82 Victoria Hollamby £16.12 

2nd: 56 Clare Blaydon-Ellis £12.54 

3rd:  1 June Hall   £8.96 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to all the winners! 

 

Thanks to Mrs How for making sure the draw was done fairly and properly! 

 

Thanks again for your support. 

 

Your PTA 

St Etheldreda 
 
Next year sees the 1350th  year of a religious retreat being in Ely; 
consequently Ely Cathedral are holding a variety of celebrations and 
events to mark this special milestone. 
 
This week some of the classes in Key Stage 2 accepted the invitation to 
join a completion to design large wall hangings to tell the story of the 
Saxon princess Etheldreda, who was the first person to establish a place 
of prayer and religious reflection in Ely   On Thursday we enjoyed a 
special lesson that was Zoomed live from Ely to tell us Etheldreda's 

story. 
 
Over the coming weeks the children will work on designs for our 
designated part of the story, these will be sent to Ely where the chosen 
design from all the schools entering will be made into a fabric wall 
hanging. All entries will be displayed in the cathedral so, even if ours is 
not selected, the children's work will still be celebrated. 
 
The children all enjoyed the story and related activities discussing 
Etheldreda's life, if you get chance to visit Ely the children could tell you 
her story in situ. 



News from Swift Class (Year 4) 

This week we concluded our work on electricity by using the knowledge of how a 

circuit operates to make a game where you have to avoid a loop touching the metal 

wire and a buzzer will go off if you do. We were impressed at what great 

coordination skills some of the children had (as they were able to navigate the wire 

without the buzzer going off) and they 

were also able to document their 

game in the form of an electrical 

diagram. 

 

We have begun to explore fractions in 

Maths and how to manipulate them. 

Talking about fractions of amounts in 

language at home (for example when 

filling up with fuel or making a cake) 

can help children use what they are 

learning in lessons in real life.  

 

In our language learning we are now identifying colours in Chinese and will be able 

to use this to extend our sentences about pets - it appears plenty of children own 

blue dogs! 

 

Next week we will be looking at living 

things and the seven life processes in 

our Science lessons and we will be 

celebrating Book Day, which for Steeple 

Morden will be on Friday 4th March.  

Mr Beavan & the Year Four Team 
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News from Heron Class (Year 5) 

In maths this week we have launched into the world of fractions.  If you hear your child 

muttering strange phrases such as “if the numerator is half the denominator the fraction is 

equivalent to a half” please do not be alarmed.  It took quite a lot of repetition to secure 

that piece of information, including random questions as the children walked through the 

gate each morning. 

 

In English we have talked about how the children view themselves as readers; what they 

enjoy, how they relate to characters and who they might recommend various books to.  A 

number of the children recognised that lots of reading aloud practise helps with using 

expression so please give them as much opportunity as possible to read to you at home.  

Many children said they do not always ask if there is a word or phrase they do not 

understand so please also talk to them about what they are reading.  Even the most 

proficient readers would benefit from those conversations. 

 

Mrs Watt has returned to school and has started working on history, art and music.  You 

may hear your children rapping the theme from The Fresh Prince of Bel Air – again this is 

nothing to worry about and is part of their music topic.  The fact that this is described as 

“old school hip-hop” is more of a concern for those of us who remember the original 

recording!   

 

From next week, Mrs Watt will return to teaching her full days from Monday to 

Wednesday. 

 

We carried on working hard during the second half of the week, working on our Science 

Fiction stories to link to our work on Earth and Space in Science. We have thought hard 

about starting our science fiction stories in a familiar setting and then introducing 

something mysterious from another world. The children have shared some very creative 

ideas that we are sure will turn into excellent stories over the next few weeks. 

 

In Maths we thought about converting mixed numbers back to improper fractions and 

sequencing and comparing numbers including improper 

fractions and mixed numbers. Great progress year 5 – well done! 

 

In R.E. we have continued our work looking at the story of Moses 

and understanding his significance to Christians, Muslims and 

Jews. We had a lovely time making collages of the burning bush 

and thinking about how Moses would have felt when God asked 

him to return to Egypt. 
 

The Year 5 Team 
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My child is unwell—what should I do? 
 
We have had a few questions about children being unwell recently so I thought I would clarify the 
current position. 
 

Tummy bugs – easy! Child to remain off school for 48 hours after the last bout of diarrhoea or sickness. 
 

Chicken pox/slapped cheek etc. – follow your Doctor / Health Visitor’s advice (in the case of Chicken Pox 
this is often to avoid school until all blisters have crusted). 
 

Cold with runny nose and sneezing – as long as your child does not have any potential Covid symptoms 
and they are feeling well enough in themselves they can come to school. 
 

Temperature/cough/change in taste or smell – child should not attend school and a PCR should be 
booked as soon as possible. This is based on the current Government advice that anyone with these 
symptoms, even if they are mild should take a PCR. LFTs are designed for asymptomatic use, not to check 
whether symptoms are Covid or not. If in doubt, ask yourself why you are giving your child a LFT? If it is 
because they have some possible symptoms then you should be booking a PCR instead. 
 

From the Gov.uk website 

Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as soon as possible if you have any of these 3 symptoms of 
COVID-19, even if they are mild: 
 a high temperature 
 a new, continuous cough 
 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 
  
If your child has any of these symptoms, please do not rely on a LFT to indicate whether they may 
have Covid. Book a PCR, keep them at home until you have a result and let us know. 

A reminder of World Book Day next Friday, 4th 
March.  Children are invited to come to school 
dressed as their favourite book character, or dress 
in something inspired by the 80s as this will match 
the theme of this year's school book.  You don’t 
need to buy expensive costumes, lots of great 
costumes can be made simply at home  -  see 
https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-
ideas/  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


Covid Test Results Email 
Address 
 

We have an email address set up 
specifically for parents to alert us 
to any positive Covid test results 
from within your household. The 
email address is: 
Covidtestresult@steeplemorden.c
ambs.sch.uk  
 
This email address will be 
checked each morning, evening 
and during the day (including 
weekends) and we ask that you 
use this address to advise us of 
Covid -19 positive test results for 
any member of your household. 
Although there is unlikely to be 
any action required it does mean 
that we can alert members of the 
school community to be extra 
vigilant.  Please do not use this 
email address for any other 
issues, all other emails should still 
be sent to 
office@steeplemorden.cambs.uk 
as usual 
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News from Puffin Class (Year 6) 

In English our new topic, for the start of this half term, is about persuasive writing. 

We have already looked at examples of persuasive writing, fact and opinion, and on 

how to reverse plan a persuasive argument text. 

 

This week, in Maths, we have started to look at measurements and the relationships 

between various measures in length, weight and capacity. We have been converting 

between metric and imperial units as well and will continue to do this over the next 

few lessons. Place value is important here and a reminder about multiplying and 

dividing numbers and decimals by 10, 100, 1000 and more would be beneficial to 

the children. 

 

With the residential trip coming up in the middle of next month, please let us know 

if you have not received a kit list for the trip. You should have also received a 

parentmail stating if you give us parental consent to administering paracetamol or 

antihistamine to your child if required. Please fill in and return if this is ok with you. 

There has been snow in the Peak District in the last week, so please make sure that 

your child brings warm and waterproof clothing, as the weather there can be very 

temperamental. 

 

Parental consultations will be taking place next week; please sign up if you haven’t 

already done so. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr Baker and the Year 6 Team 
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Events / Adverts / Messages posted on our website Community Page  

 

Smarties Preschool 

Litlington Preschool 

Helen O-Grady Drama Classes 

MF Tennis Coaching 

Norwich City Football Club community clubs 

St Ives Town Football Club Tots Programme 

Stage Right Centre for Performing Arts classes 

Bonfitness Pilates 

Hertfordshire Performing Arts Easter Stage School 

 

To find out more please go to the Community page on the Website: https://

www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk/community 

Community News 

Steeple Morden C of E Primary School 

7 Hay Street 

Steeple Morden 

Royston 

Hertfordshire 

SG8 0PD 

 

Phone: 01763 852474 

E-mail: office@steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

Website: www.steeplemorden.cambs.sch.uk 

“Kindness is like snow  -  it beautifies everything it covers.” 

Kahil Gibran 


